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Ss LATEST INTERNATIONAL RESULTS 


TUESDAY JANUARY 25 


West Adelaide v Morwell Falcons 
Hindmarsh Stadium 7.30pm 


WEDNESDAY JANUARY 26 


Wollongong v Parramatta Eagles 
Brandon Park 7.30pm 
Sth Melbourne v Newcastle BHP 
Middle Park 6.00pm 


Melbourne Knights v Heidelberg Utd 


— NEW ARRIVALS — 


ADIDAS 
PUMA : 
@ LOTTO \ 
¢ DIADORA 
 CAPPE - Kids, 
Indoor Cappe Pro: 


THE "BEST" RANGE FOR THE "BEST" PLAYERS 
AT THE “BEST” PRICE 
ALSO: 
BALLS, BAGS, TRACKSUITS, STRIPS, 
ACCESSORIES 
BULK DISCOUNTS FOR CLUBS & SCHOOLS 


FOR ALL YOUR SOCCER NEEDS 
Contact: Peter Katholos — Manger 
CAPPE SPORT (retail): 


379 Homer St, Earlwood 
Phone: 789-6433 
Fax: 789-3784 


LIVE radio broadcasts can be heard in Sydney on 
2GB, Melbourne on 3AK, and in Adelaide on 5RPH. 


SUBSCRIBE 


to the new look 


out every Tuesday 


British Soccer Weekly at 
P.O. Box 406, BROADWAY, NSW 2007 
CCSL MATCH REPORTS 
AND LINE-UPS, SOCCEROO NEWS. 
TRANSFER NEWS, CLUB INFO, 
WORLD ROUND-UP 


SuBscRIPTION FOR $160 
COMPLETE IN BLOCK LETTERING: 


2 “AUSTRALIAN AND ‘BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — 


AUSTRAUAN AND BRiTIsH Soccer WeekLy 


by mailing the coupon and your cheque for $160 (overseas 
airmail rates on request) made payable to Australian and 


Including: Italian, UK, German, and World Results. 


THE (600 


SOCCER LEA 


28TH-30TH JANUARY 


Melb Croat Spts Centre 6.00pm FRIDAY JANUARY 28 
Brisbane v Marconi Fairfield Newcastle BHP v Melbourne BUSC Mitre 10 Stadium 7.30pm 
Perry Park 7.00pm SATURDAY JANUARY 29 
Sydney Olympic v Adelaide City Morwell Falcons vy Sth Melbourne Morwell FalePk 7.00pm 
Leichhardt Oval 6.30pm Marconi-Fairfield  y Sydney Olympic © Marconi Stadium 7.30pm 
Sydney United v Melbourne BUSC ——__———_ SUNDAY JANUARY 30 
Croatian Spts Centre 6.30pm Parramatta Eagles v West Adelaide Melita Stadium 6.30pm 
Heidelberg Utd v Brisbane Strikers Olympic Village 6.00pm 
Melb Knights. v_ Sydney United Melb Croat SptC 6.00pm 
SOCCER BOOTS Adelaide City v Wollongong City Hindmarsh Stadium 7.30pm 


FULL MATCH DETAILS & RESULTS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE 
CCSL HOT LINE 


0055 21166 


Coca-Cola Soccer League matches may be seen on SBS Sunday 


evening, Monday 5:30pm &Tuesday 7:30pm. The COCA-COLA Soccer 


League is Sponsored by the Coca-Cola System 


Quit eas 


Other sponsors include: 


PICK THE MARGINS 


AUSTRALIAN 4 
AIRLINES ~~ 


BY POPULAR DEMAND 
WE’RE BACK — ONCE A WEEK — 


EVERY TUESDAY 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly will be in your 
newsagents every Tuesday morning. ASSW will now be pub- 
lished once a week. We hope the return to a Tuesday edition 
will be a popular one. 


SOCCE! | WEEKLY ON TUE: Ae Heat 


SOCCER WEEKLY ON TUESDAY will have a front and back 
page colour format. 
SOCCER WEEKLY ON TUESDAY will still only cost 
you $2 and returns to a 
32-page information-packed edition. 


JANUARY 25, 1994 
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CCSL NEWS 


The final straw for Meredith 


Nick Meredith 


disgruntled Newcastle 

BHP midfielder Nick 
Meredith signed a two- 
season contract with Coca- 
Cola Soccer League 
champions Marconi- 
Fairfield yesterday despite 
admitting he had agreed to 
join Brisbane strikers. 

Meredith, 26, also gave 
Newcastle an unwanted 
going-away present by 
launching a stinging attack 
on the club and its set-up. 

Meredith slammed the 
Mitre 10 outfit as lacking 
ambition and even 
described some of the 
coaching staff as “out of 
depth”, 

“People off the field 
trying to keep the club 
afloat are doing a good 
job,” Meredith said. 

“But the soccer side is 
treading water. 

“Some of the people 
directly involved with the 
soccer, that is the coaching 
staff etc, 1 think are out of 
their depth. 

“The club lacks 
ambition. Newcastle’s goal 
now is just to survive.” 

Meredith said his main 
problem at Newcastle was 
a “personality clash” with 
coach Jim Foley. 

His blistering attack 
continued when he said that 
his problem was not 
unique. 

“T would not be the only 
one in the team with a 
difference of opinion with 
the coach,” Meredith said. 

“There is a bit of 
disharmony at the club. 

“The reports in the 


I: a shock move, 


media are fairly accurate.” 

Meredith's transfer to 
Sydney has stunned all 
parties involved. 

Marconi first 
approached Meredith and 
Newcastle only last Friday. 

‘However, Meredith had 
told Newcastle and 
Brisbane he would be 
heading north, while the 
respective general 
managers, Partrick Clarke 
and Alan Vassey, had 
already agreed on a 
transfer fee for the 
midfielder. 

1 was set on joining 
Brisbane until Marconi 
called,” meredith said. 

“But you have to go 
where you can do the best 
for yourself, and you can’t 
ask for a better club than 
Marconi. 

“The club is always 
among the top two or three 
and that’s where every 
player wants to be.” 

Marconi chairman Ron 
Cavagrino said Meredith 


would cover the 
contriversial departure of 
Ermanno Pelucchi, and the 
indefinite absence of 
Andrea Icardi, who has 
been struck down by 
chicken pox, and Mike 
Smith who is injured. 

Marconi coach Frank 
Arok said Meredith would 
play left midfield, a 
position which had been 
the wak chink in Marconi’s 
armour for most of this 
season, 

“Since we lost Smith we 
have had no-one to overlap 
on the left side to cross and 
shoot,” Arok said. “We are 
overcrowded on the right 
side. 

“The left side of the field 
is ot being used.” 

Meredith learned his 
football in Queensland and 
joined Newcastle in 1991. 


Eltham & Diamond 
Valley United SC 


Training for Season 1994 will commence on Tuesday 1st February at 
6.30pm at Willinda Park, Greensborough. 
Players are requested to bring both boots and runners. 
The club is pleased to announce the appointment of John Dowie as player 
coach for the coming season, 

John has had a distinguished playing career, staring with Glasgow Celtic in 
the Scottish Premier League. He then moved to Fulham in the 
English League Second Division, following by a spell at Doncaster Rovers 
before returning to Scotland where he played for Ciyde in the Scottish First 
Division being part of their championship side in 1981. 

John came to Australia playing for Brunswick (Juventus) during the time 
that they won the National League, he then had a spell with Heidelberg and 
his last club was Albion. 

John is looking forward to the challenge of this, his first coaching 
appointment, and has invited several players with experience in higher 
Jeagues to train with the club with a view to strengthen last year squad. One 
piece of good news already is that Kevin Taylor an exciting young player 
has returned from overseas and will ine up once again with 
The Valley’ 

‘Any enquiries should be made to the club once training starts, on 
434-6041, to Secretary Neilson Love 467-6945, or to Gordon Kirkwood 
during business hours on 342-5742. 


+» GORDON KIRKWOOD 


Heading for Bossley Park: Nick Meredith has turned his back on Newcastle 


ind Brisbane. 


Zelic off to Italy 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC TO GAIN $780,000. 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS. 


ED ZELIC, Australia’s 

World Cup ace, 
currently playing in the 
German First Division with 
Borussia Dortmund, is 
negotiating a move to 
Italian giants Torino. 

And if the deal does 
eventually — crystalise, 
Zelic's former NSE club, 
Sydney Olympic, stands to 
crack a massive cash 
bonanza of somewhere 
between $700,000 and 
$800,000. 

Zelic was sold by 
Olympic to the German 
club two years ago for an 
Australian record transfer 


fee of $600,000. 

But at the time of that 
sale, included in the 
contracts of transfer, 
Olympic had inserted a 
clause claiming that the 
Sydney club would be 
entitled to a further 15% 
payment of any on-going 
transfer that Zelic makes 
from Dortmund, 

Torino, it’s reported are 
willing to pay around $5.2 
million for the elegant 
Australian, who can play as 
a sweeper or midfielder. 

Zelic, who is now back 
to full fitness, is currently 
in a mid-season training 
camp with Borussia 
Dortmund in preparation 
for the recommencement 


of the Bundesliga, 
The lanky ball-p 
defender was forced 


Zelic transfer will be very 
laying welcomed by cash- 


to pull 


strapped Sydney Olympic. 


out of Australia’s crucial 


second World Cup 
qualifier against 
Argentina in Buenos 
Aries after suffering 
severe damage to his 
knee ligaments in a 
league match in 
Germany last year. 
Last weekend, 
Zelic contacted 
Sydney Olympic 
officials to inform 
them of the strong 
possibility of his 
pending move to 


Italy. 
The huge cash 
bonus from the 


f » 
. ’ . 
> 4 1 
he 4 a% & 
Ned Zelic: Italy-bound 


Genc's bombshell 


BY ALFRED HIATT 


ytek Genc dropped a bombshell 
Als: week by declaring that he will 
not play a game or attend another 
training session this season. 

And there is a possibility that the 
man rated one of the best midfielders 
in the country will leave the game for 
good. 

Genc said: “There is a good chance 
I won’t play this season, or during 
the winter. After that it’s all up in the 
air” 

Genc, embroiled all season in a 
contract dispute with Parramatta 
Eagles, went briefly to Sydney 
Olympic on loan, but is no-longer 
training with them. 

By sitting out the rest of the 
season, Genc hopes to give his knee a 
chance to recover from tendonitis. 

He said: “It’s a niggly injury, but 1 
could have played with it, and gone 
through the pain. In the end I’ve 
decided to give my knee more time 
to rest, rather than going in half- 
baked. 

“T have a lot to catch up in terms 
of match fitness, and at this stage 
there is no point in hammering 
myself.” 


"In the end you 
have to look at 
alternatives 
and ask: what 
is soccer going 
to do for you?" 


Fallen Eagle: Aytek Genc, 


Many clubs have sought the 
services of the former Socceroo, but 
the work commitments of his fiancee 
have prevented a move interstate. 

Astonishingly, Genc’s last game 
was for Australia against AC Milan 
last July. At that point, after an 
extremely successful season with 
Parramatta, his career seemed at its 
highest point. 

But Genc’s long standoff with the 
Eagles, who reputedly put a pricetag 
of $75,000 on his head, has sapped his 
love of the game. He admitted: 
“Parramatta had always been good to 
me up till this season, so good luck to 
them - I hope they do well. 

“But they made a business decision 
about me, so I’ve made a business 
decision about them. If you don’t 
look after your players, they aren’t 
going to want to play for you. 

“For the last five years my life 
revolved around soccer. But I have Jost 
alot of my enthusiasm. 

“In the end you have to look at 
alternatives and ask; what is soccer 
going to do for you? I have to make a 
decision about my future.” 

Neutral observers can only hope 
that that decision is to stay in the 
game. If not, Genc’s enourmous 
talent will be sorely missed. 


PETER SCHMEICHEL 
DENMARK + 
MANCHESTER UTD 
EUROPEAN 
CHAMPION '92 
ENGLISH LEAGUE 
TITLE '93. 


REUSCH 
KEEPER 
SCHOOL: 
STARTING 


MARK BOSNICH 
SOCCEROO 
+ ASTON VILLA 


FOR FURTHER 
DETAILS SEND 
STAMPED + SELF 
ADDRESSED 
ENVELOPE TO: 
P.O. BOX 104, 
WATSONS BAY 


STYLE 134 
RRP $94,50 


‘Sportscene, Chatswood 
‘Sportscene, Penrith 

Seven Hills, Sport 

[Sport Factory, Fairfield 

[Team Sports, Castel Hill 
Tennis Ranch, Gladesvile 
Peter Wynn, Parramatta 
‘Sportscene Northgate, Hornsby 
North 

Ray Bartz, Newcastle 
Catalogue & Club, Adamstown 


WB Sports, Bulli 
jock cat tn Future! 
ada for Stockists 
tn other aread. 
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AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLBOYS ON TOUR 


Stars of the 


BY STEPHEN 
COPPING 


oO” time stands between 
some of the players 


Proud coach: Joe Larecki. 


representing the Australian 
Secondary Schools Soccer 
Association 
becoming the 
Socceroos according to 
coach Joe Larecki. 


team and 
latest 


Larecki 
Australian Schoolboys on a 
two week tour of Hong 
Kong, China and Taipei and 
the youngsters did their 
country proud, winning 
five out of the six games, 

“T would like to keep this 
side together and play them 
in South Australia,” said 


Larecki, who coaches 
Premier League club Port 
Adelaide, 


“T think the players that 
have been on tour for the 
last two weeks would be 
very competitive in the 
Premier League.” 

The two outstanding 
individuals on tour were 
Wollongong City youth 
defender David Kerr and 
playmaker 
Giovannellio. 

“Steve will be available 
next year as he is only 16, 
which makes him a great 
prospect for the future,” 
said Larecki, 

“He is not tall but that 
deceives a lot of people, he 
has the ability to ride 
challenges and on his day he 


took the 


men. 


Steve de 


cai tear any side apart. 

, “David (Kerr) is a very 
tall elegant sweeper, who 
not only defended superbly 
but also opened up the 
midfield and became a 
useful provider for the front 


“Then there was our two, 
Harry James and Joe Bell, 
who scored four goals each, 
indeed that was a feature of 


two years. 


our game, we finished the 
chances we created.” 

Seven players in the 16 
man squad are currently 
plying their trade in the 
National Youth League, and 
Larecki believes that many 
of these will be starring in 
the first grade sides within 


“Four or five of these 
players will break in to the 


talented footballers.” 


Left to right: David Kerr, Joe Larecki (coach), Steve de Grovannellia. 


National League - you must 
Temember these are the 


one or two good players, 
however, when they play 
for the Schoolboys they are 
in a squad of 16 very 


National Secretary and 


Tour Manager of the 
ASSSA, Mick Banks, stated 


elite of Australian that the boys tour was as 
Schoolboys,” added Larecki. good as any he had been on. 

“Normally these players Banks said he was now 
are in teams which contain working on the next 


National Championships in 
August to be held at 
Parklea. 

The National 
Championships are held 
every year and all states are 
represented with 16 players 
chosen to represent the 
ASSSA. 

The full squad was: 

Trent Abel, Steven 
Angelov, Ricardo Aneunes, 
Joseph Berlingeri, Scott 
Conlon, Daniel Bieze, 
Steven de Giovanniello, 
Stelios Dvakos, Chris 
Groom (captain), Harry 
James, Daniel Jukic, David 
Kerr, Craig Paulett, Ante 
Subasic, Jeff Summers and 
T. Gigliotti. 


GAME 1 — TAIWAN. 
AUST SCHOOLBOYS 2 
MENG CHUEN COLLEGE 
(CHAMPIONS OF TAIPE!) 0 
LINE-UPS: D. Bieze (SA), S: Drakos 
(Vic), D. Kerr (NSW), T. Gigliotti (NSW), 
R. Antunes (WA), D. Jukic (ACT), S. 
Conlan (ACT), C. Groom (SA), S. de 
Giovanniello (SA), H. James (NSW), J. 
Berlingeri (SA), 
SUBS USED: Conlon, Jukic, 
|THE GAME; Australia took the lead in 
‘the ninth minute when Scott;Conlon 
intercepted a goal kick and blasted at the 
‘Taipei ‘keeper, who parried the ball 10 
‘Ausie striker Harry James, who slotted 
lhome early, 
Chris Groom was finally rewarded for 
his persistence when De Giovannielio 
broke on the right, beat three defenders, 
and cut the ball back, for Groom to slot 
home, 
BEST PLAYERS: H. James, 5. de 
Giovanniello, T. Gigliotti, C. Groom, R. 
|Antunes. y 
SCORERS: James, Groom. 
GAME 2— TAIWAN AUST 
SCHOOLBOYS 2 
DA TANG COF.C.0 
LINE-UPS: S. Angelov (NSW), §. Drakos 
(Vic), D. Kerr (NSW), T. Gigliotti (NSW), 
R. Antunes (WA), C, Paulett (Qld), T. Abel 
(Qld), C. Groom (SA), S. de Giovanniello 
(SA), H, James (NSW), J. Berlingeri (SA). 
SUBS USED: Conlon, Jukic and Summers. 
THE GAME: Da Tang are the Division 
One Taipei Premiers, and they 


Presented Australia with a very 
competitive and physical encounter. 
Australia’s perseverance bore fruit in 
the second half with two well-taken 
goals by Joe Berlingeri. 

Ricardo Antunes was the star of the 
midfield, along with captain Chris 
Groom. 

BEST PLAYERS: H. James, }. 
Berlingeri, R. Antunes, D. Kerr. 


S. Drakos, R. Antunes. 
SCORER: Bertingeri. 

GAME 4— CHINA 

AUST SCHOOLBOYS 4 

TIAN JIN YOUTH 0 
LINEUPS: S. Angeloy (NSW), 5. Drakos 
(Vic), T. Gigliotti (NSW), Subasic (ACT), 
R. Antunes (WA), C. Groom (SA), S. de 
Giovanniello (SA), Summers (ACT), 
Conlon (ACT), H. James (NSW), J. 


SCORERS: Bertingeri (2), Berlingeri (SA). 
GAME 3— CHINA THE GAME: In the 22nd minute 
AUST SCHOOLBOYS 1 Australia took the lead — Harry James 
GUANGZHOU YOUTH 2 put the ball past the Tian Jin ‘keeper 
LINE-UPS: D. Bieze (SA), A. Subasic with a firm header. 
(ACT), D. Kerr (NSW), T. Gigliotti (NSW), Australia continued to create chances 


R, Antunes (WA), C. Paulett (Qld), T. Abel 
(Qld), C. Groom (SA), §. de Giovanniello 
(SA), H. James (NSW), J. Berlingeri (SA). 
SUBS USED: Palliett, Abel, Berlingeri and 
Subasic, 

THE GAME: The Guangzhou Youth 
team provided the fittest and most 
skillful opposition for Australia on the 
tour. 

Australia’s 22nd minute equaliser was a 
classic, Harry James won the ball in the 
centre circle, beat two Guangzhou 
players, slipped the ball to Joe 
Berlingeri, who drew the ‘keeper, beat 
him and slammed the ball into an empty 
net, 

The second half was three minutes old 
when Guangzhou took the lead, from 
them on, Australia was always playing 
catch up football. 

BEST PLAYERS: C. Groom, D. Kerr, 


and were well on top. 

The fourth goal did not come until the 
last minute of the game: Daniel Jukic 
gave the goalkeeper no chance with a 
firm header from close range. 

BEST PLAYERS: T. Gigliotti, H. 
James, 5. Angelov, R. Antunes, 5. de 
Giovanniello. 

SCORERS: James (2), Jukic, Groom. 
GAME 5 — HONG KONG 
AUST SCHOOLBOYS 2 
HONG KONG UNDER-19 1 
LINE-UPS: D. Bieze (SA), S. Drakos 
(Vic), D. Kerr (NSW), T. Gigliotti (NSW), 
R. Antunes (WA), C. Groom (SA), S. de 
Giovanniello (SA), J. Summers (ACT), T. 
Abie (ACT), J, Berlingeri (SA), D. Jukie 

(ACT), 
SUBS USED; Gigliotti, Berlinger and 


Abie. 
THE GAME: The team took the lead in 


the 27m, 

Australia continued to be on top in the 
second half and in 60th minute David 
Kerr beat the offside trap, took the ball 
from half way line, rounded the 
goalkeeper and centred for de 
Giovanniello to side foot home. 

BEST PLAYERS: D. Kerr, S. de 
Giovanniello, T. Gigliotti, D. Jukic, S. 
Drakos. 

GAME 6 — HONG KONG 
AUST SCHOOLBOYS 3 

HONG KONG INST SPORT 0 
LINE-UP: S. Angeloy (NSW), S. Drakos 
(Vic), D. Kerr (NSW), T. Gigliotti (NSW), 
C. Groom (SA), D. Jukic (ACT), $. Conlon 
(ACT), C. Paulett (Qld), 5. Conion (ACT), 
A. James (NSW), J. Beriingeri (SA). 

THE GAME: In the first 15 minutes 
Australia had four clear chances, and it 
came as no surprise that they took the 
lead after 26 minutes, 

Chris Groom won the ball half way in 
Hong Kong's half with a determined 
tackle, looked up, saw the goalkeeper 
off his line and chipped the ball 
delightfully wide the net. 

In the second half the ACT connection 
worked: Daniel Jukic took the ball down 
the right wing, beat two Hong Kong 
players, centred for Scott Conlon to 
volley home. 

BEST PLAYERS: D. Kerr, 5. Drakos, 
T. Gigliotti, C. Groom, $. de 
Giovannietlo, 

SCORERS; James, Berlingeri, De 
Giovanniello, 


“GAME 1 
AUST SCHOOLGIRLS 0 
MING CHUEN COLLEGE 7 


LINE-UPS: L. Tempest, P. 
Causebrook, H. Gibb, L. Sheridan, 
L. Tana, V. Brinskelle, H. Burton, 
A. Somerville, K. Spilstead, M. 
Cotton. 


SUBS USED: Tempest, 
Sommerville, Carsebrook and 
Spilstead. 


THE GAME; Skillful, 
quick and good ball 
players, Ming scored 
their first goal after 25 
seconds. 

Tn the half for the first 
15 minutes, the 
Australians fought 
back and had several 
chances well saved by 
the Ming ‘keeper. 
Goalkeeper Natalie 
Bell made several 
good saves, 

BEST PLAYERS: 
Heloise, Hannah, 
Natalie. 


GAME 2 
AUSTRALIAN 
SCHOOLGIRLS 0 
HSING HIGH 
SCHOOL 0 


LINE-UPS: ts 


Tempese, N. Humphreys, H. Gibb, 
L, Tana, H. Burton, D. Ainsworth, 
L: Sheridan, H. Louvel, K, 
Spilstead, V. Brinskelle, M. 
Cotton. 

THE GAME: This was a yery| 
light game. All players marked) 
well and played as a unit. 

Several chances well saved by| 
Hsing goalkeeper. 

BEST PLAYERS: Nadine, 
Heloise, Hannah, | 


Helolse Gibb 


YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A BIG RED 


COMPETITION DETAILS 


Australian and British Soccer Weekly, in conjunc- 
tion with the Australian Soccer Table Pty Ltd, are 
offering you the chance to win a unique soccer 


table worth $2,600. 


All you have to do is identify a soccer player every 
week for the next 12 weeks. 

Send your answers in to Australian and British 
Soccer Weekly, no later than the following Mon- 


WHO IS THIS 
PLAYER? 


day after the Tuesday edition. 


Send your answers to: 


SOCCER TABLE COMPETITION 
P.O, Box 155 Marrickville, 
Sydney NSW 2204 
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- WORTH $2,600 


AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLGIRLS ON TOUR 


future 


here is that much talent 

in the Australian 
schoolgirls squad that at least 
half the players will go on to 
represent their country in 
time for the Sydney 2000 
Olympics. 

Schoolgirls coach Juan 


Hompart made that 
prediction on arriving at 
Mascot Airport last 


Thursday after a successful 
two-week tour of Hong 
Kong, China and Taipai. 
The schoolgirls were 
outstanding ambassadors for 
their country, winning two 
and drawing one of their six 
matches against opposition 
sometimes eight years older 


Left to right: Heloise Gibb, juan Hompart (coach), 


and more experienced. 

“At least half of this group 
will represent Australia,” 
Hompart declared about his 
squad of 16 and 17 year olds. 
“Their knowledge of the 
game is magnificent — how 
they read the game, their 
skill and how they move on 
the field, 

“Tt was a top experience 
for the girls to play 
overseas.” 

Sydney midfielder Nadine 
Humphreys was voted the 
tour's best and fairest player. 

“When we were in trouble 
she played stopper,” 
Hompart said. “She reads the 
game well, is very strong in 
the tackle, very accurate in 
passing. 

“She communicated well 
with the players always 
encouraging them to do 
well” 

Leading goalscorer with 
five was tall Megan Cotton, 
of Sydney. 

Hompart, who has 
coached both sexes for many 
years, said girls in many 
ways Were comparatively 


better soccer players than 
boys. 

“Girls want to be better 
than the boys and therefore 
push themselves harder,” he 
said. “Girls can carry injuries 
into matches because they 
want to play so badly. 

“To take a girl of the field 
is a crime in their eyes. 

“Eyen to be on the bench 
is torture for them. 

“They have bigger hearts 
and mental strength. 

“We trained or played 
every day and nobody 
complained.” 

Hompart said the girls 
played possession football 
during most of the tour, 

“We used the wingers a 
lot to keep the game as wide 
as possible,” he said. “We 
used Megan’s height up front 
successfully plus the mobility 
of the midfielders who we 
tried to get forward as much 
as possible. 

“And I encouraged my 
sweeper to go forward as 
well.” Hompart said the tour 
was unique because there 
was no whinging or fighting 


among players, 

“All of the girls got on 
well, “he said. “There was a 
lot of comaraderie. They 
spoke about things like their 


families, schools and 
boyfriends.” 

Hompart said the 
governments and the 


Australian Soccer Federation 
should invest more resources 
in women's soccer, 

“The sport is growing so 
much in other countries but 
here we still need a lot of 
Tnoney and support.” 

The tour cost each girl 
$3000. 

The full squad, 

DANA AINSWORTH, 
WINGER, (WA) 
DIANN ASHTON, 
DEFENDER, (QLD) 
NATALIE BELL, 
GOALKEEPER, (NSW) 
VERNA BRISKELLE, 
MIDFIELD, (NSW) 
HANNAH BURTON, 
MIDFIELD, (NSW) 
PAULA CAUSEBROOK, 
DEFENDER, (QLD) 
MEGAN COTTON, 
STRIKER, (NSW) 


HELOISE GIBB, 
MIDFIELD, (NSW) 
BELINDA HARTIG, 
MIDFIELD, (ACT) 
NADINE HUMPHREYS, 
MIDFIELD, (ACT) 
HEATHER LOUVEL, 
WINGER, (QLD) 
LUANA SHERIDAN, 
DEFENDER, (QLD) 
KELLY SPILTEAD, 
STRIKER, (QLD) 


and Megan Cotton. 
BEST PLAYERS: Nadine, 
GAME 3 Belinda, Heather. 
AUSTRALIAN GAME 5 
SCHOOLGIRLS 0 AUSTRALIAN 
GUANGZHOU YOUTH “A”3 SCHOOLGIRLS 5 


improving. 


Nadine, Heloise. 


‘Cotton. 


side. 


TAE O E witha varReN 


BEST PLAYERS: Belinda, 


COMMENTS: A very strong 
performance during the first half 
by the schoolgirls. All girls played 
very well against a very strong 


The Aussies missed a penalty in 
the 60th minute, but the team 
fought back and were unlucky not 
to score on several occasions. 


KONG LADIES NATIONAL 1 
ILINE-UPS: N. Bell, B. Hartig, H. 
Gibb, A. Sinervukkem, L. Tana, N. 
Humphreys, H. Burton, K. 
Spilstead, D. Ashton, M. Cotton, 

THE GAME: This was, despite 
Ithe scoreline, a very close game. 

(The Australian girls played some 
good football and kept on 


Burton, H. Gibb, V. Brins! 
Spilstead, M, Cotton. 
SCORERS: Summerville, 
(3), Spilstead, 


THE GAME: A solid team effort J 
from the outset saw the first goal 


come in the Sth minute. 


The team played as a unit with all 


GAME 4 players combining well. 
BEST PLAYERS: Megan, 
AUSTRALIAN Heloise, Annette, Verna. 
SCHOOLGIRLS 0 

|GUANGZHOU YOUTH “B” 2 GAME 6 
LINE-UPS; N. Bell, D. Ashton, B. AUSTRALIAN 
|Hartig, L. Sheridan, L. Tana, H. SCHOOLGIRLS 3 HONG 
Gibb, H. Burton, V- Brinskelle, N. KONG NATIONAL 0 


Humphreys, K. Soukstead, M. 
LINE-UPS: N. Bell, D. Ashton, B. 
Hartig, A. Somerville, L. Tana, H. 
Gibb, H. Burton, N. Humphreys, 


V. Brinskelle, K. Spilst 
Cotton. 


SCORERS: Burton, Cotton (2). 
THE GAME: Solid performance 
on a artifical grass/sand surface. 
BEST PLAYERS: Verna, Megan, 


Hannah. 


LINE-UPS: L. Tempese, D. 
Ashton, B. Hartig, A. Somerville, 
L. Tana, N. Humphreys, H. 


HONG 


kelle, K. 


, Cotton 
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return 


ANNETTE SOMERVILLE, 
MIDFIELD, (QLD) 

LISA TANA, DEFENDER, 
(WA) 

LEIGH TEMPEST, 
GOALKEEPER, (WA) 
JUAN HOMPART, COACH 
(VIC) 

ROBERT LEE, ASSISTANT 
COACH (NT) 

ANNE ANDREWS, 
MANAGER, (NSW) 
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PLAYER 


OMEONE needs to tell 
Josip Biskic that he is 34. 
The midfield maestro, 
currently conducting the 
hottest team in the country, 


is playing beyond 
expectation. 

Make that way, Way 
beyond expectation, 


“There are so many good 
players in this team, you 
have to play good to play,” 
he says. 

Although it is hard to 
imagine Biskic looking over 
his shoulder at training, he is 
More than right about the 
number of good players at 
the Knights. 


» this 


still the cream of the crop if 
season's sterling 
performances and over a 
decade of service count for 
anything. 

Biskic is the only current 
Knights player who played 
in the club's first CCSL 
season in 1984, 

Since then he has gathered 
4 Swag of club awards, 4 
much deserved Warren 
Medal two years back and 
perhaps most importantly to 
him, the respect of players 
and fans far and wide. 

There isn’t much you can 
dislike about the man they 
call “Biska”. 

The local Croatian fans 
love him to death and 
opposing fans and players 
amaze at his skill and 
perseverance, 

Who will ever forget his 
best on field effort in the 
1991 Grand Final as the 
Knights inexplicably 
capitulated to South 
Melbourne. A year later, 
Biskic missed out on 
accepting the winner's 
trophy once again, as the 
Knights handed the game to 


The veteran midfielder is Adelaide City. 


Fairfield Warriors 


PROFILE 


Those cruel blows it 
seems have only served to 
harden his resolve for a 
deserved title. 

Undaunted by the 
complications of last year's 
disappointing tenth place 
finish, Biskic is hopeful 1994 is 
finally his year, 

“Last year was a difficult 
one for us”, he admits. 

“T don’t think there are any 
Secrets about our return to the 
top this year. We've prepared 
ourselves properly by starting 
early and working really hard. 

“The boys are enjoying 
themselves again and that’s 
important. 

“A grand final is only one 
game and you need to be 
lucky. 

“I am hoping that it is 
third time lucky for us this 
year.” 


(Back Row): Geoff Enfield (manager), Tony Addabbo (coach). 


(Middle Row): Butch Addabbo, Spike Addabbo, Chris Screpis, Gavin Enfield (v-capt). 
(Front Row): Anthony Ucchino (capt), Walter Chiaccio (goalkeeper), Robert Fernandez, Pablo Pepe, 


STRIKERS JUNIOR 
SOCCER CLUB 


A MEMBER OF THE NSW FEDERATION OF SOCCER CLUBS 
FORMALLY A.P.1.A. 
JUNIOR SOCCER CLUB 
TRAINING AND REGISTRATION DAYS 


One of Australia's oldest & leading soccer clubs will 
be staging training and registration days for all 
players from “minis" (under 5's) to all age & ladies 
‘teams every Tuesday and Thursday of January and| 
February at Algie Park, Haberfield between 
6.00pm & 8.00pm 
Registrations are being held now at the 
APIA Club LTD (Frazer St, Leichhardt) starting as 
of now every Saturday through all of January to 
February from1.00pm to 4.00pm. 

Also Trials for our N.S.W, State Federation side are 
being held every Tuesday and Thursday at 
Algie Park from 6.00 to 8.30. 


For all enquires please contact: 
Vince Aiello 752-0813 (w) 
896-1461(ah) 


"Building towards National Soccer League 
status once again, and aiming towards 
Youth League participation in 1995." 


SOURS MES Ae ” 
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“Fairfield Warriors’ Under 10 
Indoor Soccer team, which 
plays weekly at the Fairfield 
Leisure Centre are now the 
“1994 Australian Champions’, 
alter winning the Futsal ‘94, 
15th National Indoor Soccer 
Championships held at the 
Australia Institute of Sport in 
Canberra on the 15th-L6th 


January. 
The team was: Anthony 
Ucchino (captain) =— 


Greystanes, Gavin Enfield (vice 
captain) — Greystanes, ‘Butch’ 
Addabbo — Bosstey Park, 
Walter Chiaccio — Fairfield 
West, ‘Spike’ Addabbo — 
Wetherill Park, Chris Screpis — 
Wetherill Park, Robert 
Fernandez — Edensor Park, 
Pablo Pepe — Bossley Park, 
Geoff Enfield (manager) — 
Greystanes, Tony Addabbo 
(coach) — Bossley Park. 

Over the past 15 years, the 
National Championships have 
grown in standard and 
participation to the point where 
the Futsal Championships is 
recognised as one of the largest 
tournaments of its kind in 
Australia, Anthony Ucchino was 
the player of the tournament 


Palestino on tour 


BY STEPHEN COPPING 


URRENTLY on tour in 

Australia at the moment 
is top Chilean youth side 
Palestino, who are spending 
a month in the country 
playing select sides from 
Canberra, Melbourne and 
Sydney. 
The tour has been funded by 
Melbourne based 


entrepreneur Rene Mola 
who claims the soccer visit 
by Palestino will cost him 
$80,000. 

“There has been a lot of 
support from the South 
American community,” said 
Mola. 

“The money is not the 
issue, I just wanted to put 
something in to the 
community.” 


Palestino have 30 players 
on tour. They are an Under 
17 side which play in the 
youth league in Chile. The 
Palestino first grade team 
plays in the Chilean First 
Division. 

“Out of these 30 players 
about six will go back to 
their country hoping to sign 
professional contracts with 
Palestino, "said Mola. 


“T think it would be 
worthwhile for people to go 
and watch Palestino to see 
how they compare with 
Australian Youth teams.” 
Palestino have already 
played Colo Colo, a side 
from Canberra and 
Victoria. 

They are hoping to play 
at Marconi before they 
return to Chile next month, 


Top youth side: Palestino are spending a month in Australia. 


Skills for juniors 


BY STEVE DARBY 


jee Catlin, Peterson, Kearton, 
Talia, Bosnich and Crawley are all 
plying their trade as professional 
goalkeepers abroad. Add to this array 
of talent the skill of Zabica, Schwarzer, 
Gunning, Franken, Meier and Gibson, 
and the young guns on the way up, of 
Juric, Matassa, Giannasca, Kalac, 
Mautone and Bolton, and it has to be 
said that something is going right in 
Australian goalkeeping. 

Many people have tried to find out 
why there is so much goalkeeping 
talent around. Is it the good physical 
specimens that Australians so often 
are? Is it the prevalence of ball 
handling games at school such as Aussie 
Rules and Rugby? Who knows, 

However there certainly has been 
some great coaching going on at both 
Junior level and Coca-Cola Soccer 
League level. Coaches such as Jeff 
Olver, Nick Sokallof, Paul Jones, Fred 
Wall, Steve Watson and Jim Fraser 
have been influential in the careers of 
some of our goalkeeping stars. 

The Australian Soccer Federation 
however intends to build upon this 
work and spred the talent deeper. There 
is a new addition to the National 
Coaching scheme in the ASF Reusch 
Goalkeeping Coaching course. The new 
course is seen as a supplement to the 
present scheme and is open to any 
accredited coach, 

The course has been designed by 
National Coaching and Devetopment 
staff with input from international 
goalkeepers and extracts of the USA, 
Dutch and German coaching syllabus. 
The course has been sponsored by 
Martin Reusch of Reusch Australia who 
produces the gloves and jerseys of the 
majority of the Coca-Cola Soccer 
League goalkeepers. 

The course is for six hours and 
consists of six discrete units: 

Y basic techniques 


with consistant ball skills and V fitness for goalkeepers 
dynamic goalscoring ability. 
RY 25, 1994 


Y set piece role 

Y crosses and distribution 

Y advance training 

‘Vquestions, administration 
Each candidate on the course will 
receive a: 

Y certificate of attendance 

Y the Australian Soccer Federation 
goalkeeping manual 

Y Reusch promotional material 

As the doyen of Coca-Cola 
Soccer League goalkeepers 
Gary Meier said: 

“1 think the course is-a 
fabulous idea. So many 
young kids have to face 
target practice for strikers 
every night at training, This 
is not goalkeeping practice. 
T’ve helped put this course 
together and it will give the 
coach of any level a wide 
variety of ideas to put into 
workable practice.” 

And Mark Schwarzer of 
Marconi said: 

“T've been lucky, I’ve had 
great goalkeeping coaching, 
but I’ve also seen some 
shockers, The more trained 
coaches the better for all 
keepers.” 

Mike Wells, National 
Director of Coaching added: 

“How often has it been 
said that goalkeepers win or 
lose matches! Certainly a 
good goalkeeper can inspire 
the team through example 
and performance. On a trip 
to Brazil some years ago I 
Was appalled to see 
goalkeepers at Botafago not 
being treated as part of the 
team. This led me to believe 
that we needed to set up 
something special for a key 
member of the team — hence 
the goalkeeping course.” 
Martin Reusch the sponsor of 
the course said: 

“This is a huge step in the 
professionalism of 


goalkeeper coaching in Australia. Thi 
has been in operation in Germany and 
T’'m delighted to be involved with the 
Australian Soccer Federation and this 
goalkeeping course.” 

They say goalkeepers are a special 
breed, let's treat them this way. To find 
out more about the Reusch National 
Goalkeeping course, contact your State 
Director of Coaching. 


In safe hands: Mark Bosnich 


QUOTES OF 
THe WWLBIBLK 


COMPILED BY STEPHEN COPPING 


(Some of the people directly involved 

with soccer, that is the coaching staff 
ect, | think are out of their depth - Marconi- 
Fairfield’s new signing Nick Meredith blasts the 
Newcastle Breakers set-up and heads for Bossley 


Park. 

Ca would not be the only player with a 
4 difference of opinion with the coach - 
Meredith on his personality clash with Breakers 
coach Jim Foley. 


(qr Everyone wants to biame the referee but 

it was Goutzioulis who headed the ball 
in, not the referee - Sydney United coach Manfred 
Schaefer on South Melbourne's recent 97th minute 
extra time winner. 


(gg There is a good chance I won't play this 

season, or during the winter. After that 
it’s all up in the air - Socceroo and Parramatta 
Eagles star Aytek Genc on his clouded football 
future. 


They (Parramatta) made a business 
tect jon about me so I've made a 
business decision about them. If you don’t look 
after your players they aren’t going to want to 
play for you - Genc explains why he couldn't agree 
terms with Parramatta this season. 

‘Most of the yellow cards referees are 
Forking out this year are unwarranted - 


Wollongong City veteran Mike O'Shea slams this 
season's decision-makers. 


There was a time when | was able to 
vias past players, but no longer - 
Sydney Olympic guest player Abbas Saad on how 
the Singapore league has improved over the last 
five years. 


cap We make no secret of the fact that we 

believe that this is the most important 
undertaking the game can make at this time - 
NSW general manager Peter Thorne on the 
possibility of a all- encompassing interstate series. 


Everyone is trying to hit him. He was 
ey hit in the head in a recent 
Match. It’s totally unfair on the boy - Socceroo 
defender Andrew Marth on strike sensation Mark 
Viduka, who is receiving some special attention 
from some National League defenders. 


‘What's the use in complaining, the 
( Motorees do nothing about it - Marconi 
coach Frank Arok on the amount of brutal fouls his 
star performer, Steve Corica, receives during 90 
minutes, 


I see all the young fads running around 
rs the only one that can’t run is me - 
Diego Maradona is depressed that hamstring 
problems could prevent him from playing in this 
year’s World Cup finals. 


(qq Maradona always seems to be making a 
comeback - Argentine newspaper Ciarin 
on Maradona’s latest injury. 


He has a way with him, a magic, that I've 
rover seen in anyone else. He is gentle. 
He is courteous. He is firm - Bobby Charlton on 
the great Sir Matt Busby, who died last week aged 
84 from cancer. 


(pF The last | heard was that he had fallen 

down the stairs and hurt his achilles 
tendon. He could still be at the bottom of the 
Stairs for all | know - Birmingham City boss Barry 
Fry on his missing forward Paul Moulden, who 
hasn't been seen at the club for five weeks. 


1 don’t want Lawrie McMenemy to be 
F vanager again but - Southampton 
chairman Guy Askam, who days later made 
McMememy general manager and 1956 World Cup 
winner Alan Ball team manager. 


He can change the whole course of the 
FF vame with a flick of his foot - the great 


knocking the Edensor Park 
set-up at Sydney United. 
Why doesn't someone 
mention the great facilities 
at the ground? 


— they are doing wonders at 
youth and senior level. ™ 
Marconi and Sydney United | 

are two great sides who 
should be thanked and not | ¥ 
knocked, J 


your attention the fact that 
the Australian Schoolboys 
and Australian Schoolgirls 
teams, which are Under 20s 
sides, arrived at Sydney from 
Hong Kong last Thursday 
after a two-week tour of 
Hong Kong, China and 
Taipei. 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Tell us what you think 
about soccer’s big 
issues. Letters should 


ideally be a maximum of Week. 
200 words, and may be eee 


edited. NSW 2204 


STATS PLEASE Socceroos in the not too 


distant future, we naturally 
Whatever happened to —_ thought there would be far 


your preview stats? I miss more interest in the squad 
Greg Blake’s head to head — than apparently the media 
figures. Please bring them did. 
back. 


Due to the effort put in 
Jerome Labott by these kids, it would 

Alexandria. therefore be greatly 
appreciated if your paper 


SYDNEY UNITED would give them some of 


the recognition these kids 

ARE SUPERB deserve! 
Pamela Summers 
1 am sick of everyone Gowrie. 


And what about the team 


Paul Jacobs 
Prairiewood. 


AUSTRALIAN 
SCHOOLBOYS 
AND 
SCHOOLGIRLS 
RECEIVED NO 
COVERAGE 


I would like to bring to 


As far as we can gather, SOLUTION 


given the incredibly poor 

media coverage — i.e, non- I had the recent 
existent, the boys won five displeasure of watching the 
out of six against very good match between Melbourne 
opposition, Knights and South 


The reason I bring your Melbourne. 


attention to these teams is I was disgusted and 
we feel that these kids appalled that here we had 
deserve far more credit and —_two of our top teams and I 
certainly a lot more media  couldn’t even call them 
coverage regarding thistour, ours, 


The cost of the tour was How long is this 


$3,000 for each youngster, _ ridiculous facade going to 
not including any food or _be allowed to continue? 
expenses. Therefore, an Australians don’t go to 
amount of approximately games. This can be plainly 
$4,000 had to be raised by seen in the numbers 
each of the kids to finance attending matches — the top 
their trip, as no funding is teams play and fewer than 
available to them. The 10,000 people turn out in 
amount of time they hadto Sydney and Melbourne — 
spend raising funds was cities of three million people 
astronomical, particularly or more. This situation is 
given the fact that most of appalling and even more so 
them were in Year 12, and when teams of the likes of 
the fundraising had to be Newcastle, Wollongong, 
done in the lasttwo months Brisbane etc are denied 
of their school year. large crowds, 


Nobody minded the time Could any Sydney 


and effort in raising this | United supporter tell me 
money, as it was done witha they really care about the 
great deal of pride in the fact Australian Soccer scene? 

that they were representing As long as they can 
their country, something huddle with their mates 
they all felt the greatest they don’t care about other 
achievement of their teams with the exception 


Michel Platini on the great Eric Cantona, lifetimes to date! of the Melbourne Knights. 
As, no doubt, some of The solution; could you 
these kids could become imagine Marconi, 


AUSTRALIAN & BritisH Soccer 


No way through: South Melbourne's Dean Anastasiadis. 


BY STEPHEN COPPING 


Parramatta, United and 
Olympic merging? It 
would undoubtedly 
become either a great 
club or perhaps a club 
torn between nationalistic 
ideals which would self 
destroy itself due to petty 
internal conflict. 

This would be a terrific 
solution — the truth of 
the matter is the time for 
thetoric is over — these 
teams should all be living 
on borrowed time and 


The astonishing news that Ned Zelic is 
set to leave German side Borussia Dortmund 
for Italian giants Torino was first revealed in 
ABSW last year in our Monday 24 May issue. 
Will Zelic really leave Germany? 


@ According to Sydney United coach 
Manfred Schaefer a media ban has been 
slapped on ABSW because of an article 
published in our paper two weeks ago. The 
story was on Tony Franken and his threat to 
quit the club at the end of the season if he 
doesn’t get in to the first team. 


Surprisingly Aytek Genc’s transfer saga 
with his club Parramatta Eagles has not been 
dealt with by the Australian Unity Soccer 
Players’ Association. Why? 


@The Australian Schoolboys and 
Australian Schoolgirls returned from their 
two week tour of Hong Kong, China and 
Taipei last Thursday. Disappointingly, only 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly were 
there to talk to the players, coaches and 
officials. The lack of media coverage was 
shameful when you consider the likes of Tony 
Vidmar, Carl Veart, Peter Tsekenis, Jim 
Tsekinis, Richard Alagich and John Gibson, 
to name a few, have come through the 
schoolboy ranks in their early playing days. 


Former Socceroo Branko Milosevic could 
be joining NSW State League side Canterbury 
Marrickville during the Super League season 
which begins on March 19. 


Talking of the NSW Super League, 
Blacktown City coach Ken Schembri started 
training his side only two weeks ago. However, 
Canterbury Marrickville haye been training for 
a number of weeks. They can be seen at Queens 
Park early Sunday mornings. 


The New South Wales Soccer Federation 
confirmed last week that Bathurst 75 will be 
joining the new Central Western League. 
According to Marketing manager Chris Tanner 
the Federation announced the composition of 
the new competition yesterday. 


unless they completely 
change their attitudes 
they should be relegated 
to the State League where 
they can chant, cheer and 
wave their nationalistic 
slogans as much as they 
like to an ever 
diminishing audience. 
Stephen Predny 
Newcastle. 


A side from Young called the Rebels will 
also be participating in the Central Western 
League. Other teams will be: Orange 
Waratah, Lithgow Workmens, Bathurst 75, 
Dubbo United Eagles, Cowra Wildcats, 
Parkes United; Young Rebels. The 
competition commences in early April. 


Morwell Falcons, surprising everyone on 
the pitch, are securing all kinds successes off 
the pitch. The club announced last Saturday that 
Gippsland Petroleum would become their major 
sponsor for 1993/94. Administration and 
Marketing manager Ray McCluskey revealed 
that the company would also sponsor Morwell 
for the following two seasons. 


CONGRATULATIONS 


Congratulations on your 
new ABSW format, it is 
great. I would like to see 
more SA news, and SA 
player profiles, although 
your new format has 
enhanced this somewhat 
and you have included 
Youth League results. 

Please keep this up. I also 
miss Alistair Russell’s 
predictions, and those brief 
Tesponses to letters. Please 
include monthly fair-play 
Statistics if possible, and 
maybe give referee ratings 
out of five. 

As a once weekly paper, 
strive for 45 pages of 
quality, with more articles 
and pictures, J would play 
$2.50 — $3 for a coloured 
outer and middle liftout 
newspaper. It’s what 
football needs. 

Mr Abbey 
NSW. 


Sydney Olympic will host a celebrity 
match tomorrow to celebrate Australia Day. 
The match will be a curtain raiser for Sydney 
Olympic’s clash with Adelaide City which 
kicks off a t 6,30 pm. The celebrity match will 
be between a Harry Michaels 11 and an SBS 
11, The game will start about 4.30 pm. 


Despite some negative media reports 
emanating from America that the coming 
World Cup finals are not capturing the 
public’s imagination, the finals will be 
watched by over one billion people. Italia ‘90 
was viewed by one billion and sixty million 
people, however, USA ‘94 is set to exceed that 
figure, For the record, the event which came 
closest to Italia ‘90 was the Barcelona 
Olympic games opening ceremony in 1992, 
when 750 million people tuned in. 
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CCSL MATCHES 


Kelic's double TSEKENIS FOR GREECE? 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS. at the Marconi Stadium. 

Should any deal between Olympic and 
ROUND i6 Paok transpire, Tsekenis will join five 
other Australians currently playing in the 

PARRAMATTA EAGLES2_ ae ae 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC 3 | 

C By Sarah Clarry 
at Melita Stadium 


ZgX Ob Yay yur Socceroo Peter Tsekenis could 
% be on his way to Greece to play for 
First Division outfit Poak. 

Should the Sydney Olympic midfielder 
eventually be lost to Greek football, 
Tsekenis will become the 71st Australian 
to be sold overseas. 

But last night the 21-year-old rangy 
midfielder could not confirm any offer, 


Jimmy Patikas, Lou Hristdodoulou, 
Chris Kalantzis, Steve Refenes and John 
Anastasiadis are all registered with clubs in 
Greece. 

Should Paok eventually sign up 
Tsekenis, he will be joining another 
Australian, (striker Anastasiadis), who was 


Parramatta Easies Soccer Clu 


ydney Olympic grabbed 
Ss, vital three points when 
they won a pulsating duel 
with Parramatta Eagles last 
Sunday night. 

Olympic had the best of 
the possession early and 
were rewarded when Peter 
Tsekenis’ shot took a 
deflection off Parramatta’s 
Craig Moffitt and beat 
‘keeper Petér Gunning with 
the angle to put the visitors. 
one up. 

But Parramatta answered 
back immediately, 

Elias Augerinos was 
tuled to have brought 
Marshall Soper down in the 
area and though Olympic 
‘keeper Mike Gibson went 
the right way, Soper still 
managed to push his penalty 
shot beneath him to 
equalise. 

It was then Parramatta’s 
tum to take charge and the 
ground record crowd of 
over 7,000 were delighted 
when popular youngster Joe 
Spiteri put them ahead, 

A free kick by Adam 
Ciantar looked ta be 
ineffective but Spiteri 
turned and knocked an 
angular shot in past Gibson. 

However, the second half 
was barely underway when 


Ivan Kelic received a 
through ball from 
Augerinos and cleverly 
chipped Gunning to bring 
Olympic back into the 
game. 

The organisation in the 
defence was a feature of 
Olympic’s game and Dave 
Barrett saved them from a 
sticky situation when he 
cleared a shot off the line 
early in the second half. 

The winning goal was 
Ivan Kelic’s second when 
he was in the right place 
after a mix-up ip 
Parramatta’s defense. 

Parramatta had several 
chances to salvage the 
game. 

Moffitt had the ball at his 
feet when an Olympic 
defender failed to clear a 
Parramatta comer, but he 
wasn't quick enough to 
capitalise. 

The home side was 
further disadvantaged when 
substitute Walter Ardone 
was sent off for a second 
bookable offence, just five 
minutes after replacing 
Gerry Gomez. 

It was one of seven 
bookings by referee Gordon 
Dunster, five of which went 
against the home side, 


NSW Super League soccer club, Tegner Tigers 
will be coached in 1994 by former Socceroo and 
favourite local son, Terry Butler, 

Butler played all his junior soccer in the Leichhardt 
area, before playing over 300 games in the National 
Soccer, in which he scored over 100 goals. 

“It's a great honour for me to be at the helm of the 
club which gave me my chance to play senior soccer 
and I'll do everything in my power to give local kids the 
same opportunity,” says Butler. 

Not only will Butler be involved with the Leichhardt 
Tigers at senior level, he also, with the assistance of 
former Socceroo John Doyle, will be heavily committed 
to the coaching of the juniors at the club. 


LEICHHARD 
TIGERS 


Junior Soccer Cius 


1994 RecisTraTion For U7 10 U16 PLAYERS 


WOULDN'T YOU LIKE TO PLAY SOCCER 
FOR AUSTRALIA, 
COME AND BE COACHED BY FORMER SOCCEROOS 
TERRY BUTLER & JOHN DOYLE. 


REGISTRATION DAYS 


SATURDAY JANUARY 29 
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 5 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 12 
9am-12pm 
AT FRONT ENTRANCE APIA Ciup LEicHHARDT 
FOR FURTHER INFO. PLEASE CALL 


Rock on 337-5217 
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Olympic ‘keeper Gibson 
buried Parramatta’s final 
hopes when he blocked a 
shot by Lupco Naumovski 
at point blank range with 
only a minute remaining, 

Tt was a valuable and well 
deserved win to Olympic, 
who reaped the benefits of a 
larger share of the ball and 
better finishing. 

Coach Berti Mariani 
said: “I’m very happy 
overall. Parramatta are a 
strong side, a spoiling side, 
but we’re getting closer to 
playing 90 minutes. 

“Tf we could sustain that 
form for 10 games we'd be 
championship material.” 


PARRAMATTA 
EAGLES: P Gunning, 
Ciantar, Gwynne, Gomez 
(Ardone 83), Koch, Orlic, 
Moffitt, Naumovski, Soper, 


MARCONI 2 
MELB KNIGHTS2 


MARCONI FAIR- 
FIELD: Schwarzer, 
Joleyski (McCulloch 
78), De Marigny, Bing- 
ley, Gary, Kuleski, 
Johnson, Taliadoros, 
Corica, Harper (Van 
Egmond 76), Talay. 
MELBOURNE 
KNIGHTS: Miller, 
Talajic (Buljubasic 59), 
Horvat, Vanis, Marth, 
Trajcevski, Viduka, A. 
Cervinski, D. Cervinski, 
Markovski, Biskic. 
YELLOW: Kuleski 
(41) for Marconi. 
SCORERS: Biskic (10) 
Viduka (39) for 
Knights. Gray (44), 
Johnson (54) for Mar- 
coni. 

REFEREE: John Fras- 
er. 

CROWD: 8,200 

POY POINTS: 3 — 
Bingley, 2 — Biskic, 1 
— Corica. 


WOLLONGONG 0 
MORWELL 1 


WOLLONGONG 
CITY: Hughes, O’Shea, 
Yankos, Bourke, Hors- 
ley, McFadden, White, 
Lloyd, Ollernshaw, 
Coveny, Forshaw. 
MORWELL FAL- 
CONS: Mautone, 
Upton, Canosa, Dou- 
glas, Parton, Donnelly, 
Trpcevski, Stergiopou- 
los, Sevin, Djordjevic, 
Armstrong. 
SCORERS; Armstrong 
22m for Morwell. 
YELLOW CARDS: 
Armstrong 49m for 
Morwell; Coveny 20m 
for Wollongong. 

RED CARD: Nil. 
REFEREE: E. Brazza- 


Spiteri, G Gunning (Renaud 
71). 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC: 
Gibson, Barrett, Augerinos, 
Spyridakos, Sorras, 
Maloney, Milosevic 
(Tetrates 71), Kelic, 
Trajanovski, Saad (Lee 80), 
Tsekenis. 

SCORERS: Soper 20m, 
Spiteri 30m for Parramatta. 
Tsekenis 15m, Kelic 47m, 
67m for Olympic. 
YELLOW CARDS: G 
Gunning 4m, Soper 21m, 
Naumoyski 45m, Gwynne 
55m, Ardone 86m for 
Parramatta. Trajanovski 
36m, Kelic 74m for 
Olympic. 

RED CARD: Ardone 88m 
for Parramatta. 
REFEREE: G Dunster. 
CROWD: 7,246. 

POY: Kelic 3, Augerinos 2, 
Tsekenis 1. 


le, 

CROWD: 2266. 

POY POINTS: 3 — 
Parton (MF), 2 — Sevin 
(MF), 1 — Coveny 
(Woll). 


BRUNSWICK 0 
SOUTH MELB1 


BRUNSWICK 
PUMAS: Kourtis, Kuz- 
manovic, Della Rocca, 
Cahut, McGeachey, Tri- 
carico, Zinni, 
Emmanuele (Becvi- 
novski 65), Karkaletis, 
Tombolato, Pillemer 
(Mazzini 76). 

SOUTH MEL- 
BOURNE: Anas- 
tasiadis, Muscat, Hasler, 
Durakovic, Polak, 
Wade, Trimboli, Bout- 
sianis (Tsolakis 81), 
Awaritefe (Stubbins 69), 
Valkanis, Goutzioulis. 
SCORERS: Gouizioulis 
43m for South Mel- 
bourne. 

YELLOW CARDS: 
Cahut 4m, Pillemer 
17m, McGeachey 62m, 
Della Rocca 75m for 
Brunswick. Hasler 62m 
for South Melbourne. 
REFEREE: R Lorenc. 
CROWD: 5,000. 

POY POINTS: 3 — 
Polak, 2 — Kuz- 
manovic, 1 — Tombo- 
lato. 


HEIDELBERG UTD 0 
SYDNEY UNITED 3 


HEIDELBERG UTD: 
Chatzitrifonas, Watson, 
Hodgson (Tsoumerkas 
62), Selemidis, Scott, 
lossifidis (Vlahos 82), 
Georgiadis, Tiktikakis, 
Obradovic, Gnjidic, 
Michalakopoulos. 
SYDNEY UTD: Kalac, 
Stanton, Kupresak 


denying knowledge of any interest made 
from Poak during the last two days. 
Tsekenis who opened the scoring last 
Sunday in Olympic’s 3-2 win against 
Parramatta Eagles said: “I honestly don’t 
know of any offer from Paok. It’s all news 
to me unless the club contacted some 
official from Sydney Olympic 


and I have not been told.” 


Olympic’s coach, Berti 
Mariani, also pleaded of having 
no knowledge of any pending 
offer for his young star 


midfielder. 


But Tsekenis did add; “What 
I can tell you is that another 
Greek First Division side (Aris) 
did show some interest and 
approached me more than two 
months ago. But I haven't 
heard anything from them 


since.” 


It is also rumoured that Paok 
is sending a scout across to 
Australia to watch Tsekenis in 
this 
Saturday night against Marconi 


action for Olympic 


(Milicevic 81), Popovic, 
Krslovic, Hristodoulou, 
Gibson, Zdrilic, Okon, 
Milicic, Lamond (Jer- 
men 66). 

SCORERS: Popovic 
20m, Milicic 21m, Lam- 
ond 60m for Sydney 
Utd. 

YELLOW CARDS: 
Hodgson 61m for Hei- 
delberg. 

REFEREE: J Markovs- 
ki. 

CROWD: 800. 

POY POINTS: 3 — 
Popovic, 2 — Gibson, 1 
— Georgiadis. 


PARRA EAGLES 2 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 3 


PARRAMATTA 
EAGLES: P Gunning, 
Ciantar, Gwynne, 
Gomez (Ardone 83), 
Koch, Orlic, Moffitt, 
Naumovski, Soper, Spi- 
teri, G Gunning 
(Renaud 71), 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC: 
Gibson, Barrett, 
Augerinos, Spyridakos, 
Sorras, Maloney, Milo- 
sevic (Tetrates 71), 
Kelic, Trajanovski, 
Saad (Lee 80), Tsekenis. 
SCORERS: Soper 20m, 
Spiteri 30m for Parra- 
matta. Tsekenis 15m, 
Kelic 47m, 67m for 
Olympic. 

YELLOW CARDS: G 
Gunning 4m, Soper 
21m, Naumovski 45m, 
Gwynne 55m, Ardone 
86m for Parramatta. 
Trajanovski 36m, Kelic 
74m for Olympic. 

RED CARD: Ardone 
88m for Parramatta. 
REFEREE: G Dunster. 
CROWD: 7,246. 

POY POINTS: 3 — 
Kelic, 2 — Augerinos, 1 
— Tsekenis. 


P 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 


MelbKnights 
South Melb 
Sydney Utd 
Marconi 

Syd Olympic 
Adelaide City 
Brisbane 
West Adelaide 
Morwell 16 
Parramatta 16 
Newcastle BHP 16 
Wollongong 16 
Melb BUSC 16 
Heidelberg 16 


bought by Paok from Heidelberg United 
almost six years ago, 

Paok is currently lying in fifth position 
on the Greek First Division ladder. 


23 
16 
10 12 
10 12 
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LEADING GOALSCORERS 


Ivan Kelic. 
Manis Lamond. 
Joe Mullen... 


Nemanja Obradovi 
Oliver Pondeljak 
Marshall Soper 
Steve Tasios... 


AAAKAAAAAAAAHRHO NY 


ADELAIDE CITY 3 
BRISBANE 0 

ADELAIDE CITY: 
Zabica, Shillabeer, Vid- 
mar, Ivanovic, Tobin, 
Mori, Veart, Lozanovs- 
ki (Reda 77), Melta, 
Mullen, Hassell 
(Maxwell 45). 
BRISBANE: Bolton, 
Pimblett, Hunter, Jack- 
son, Phillips, Stowell, 
Wright, T Cranney, 
Slater (Grodum 83), S 


Scott Ollerenshaw.. 


(Newcastle BHP) 
lelbourne Knights) 
(Newcastle BHP) 
(South Melbourne) 
(South Melbourne) 
(‘Sydney Olympic) 
‘Sydney United) 
(Adelaide City) 
follongong City) 
West Adelaide) 
Sydney Olympic) 
(Adelaide City) 
Morwell Falcons) 


(South Melbourne) 


Cranney, Williams (Dit- 
ton 60). 

SCORERS: Mullen 
53m, Mori 61m, 76m 
for Adelaide. 
YELLOW CARDS: 
Lazonovski 41m for 
Adelaide. Jackson 46m, 
Hunter 91m for Bris 
REFEREE: P Spiers. 
CROWD: 3,000. 

POY POINTS; 3 — 
Mori, 2— Vidmar, 1 — 
Maxwell. 


CCSL MATCHES 


Crows increase the misery 


ROUND 16 
HEIDELBERG UNITED 0 


eidelberg’s frustrating 

season was showcased 
perfectly last Sunday in 
their clash against finals 
contender Sydney United. 

The ravaged Heidelberg 
team was neyer a real 
chance in a scrappy match, 
always controlled by the 
Visitors. 

Sydney United struck 
twice in the space of a 
minute midway through the 
first half to kill off any 
pretensions of a Heidelberg 
challenge and added the 
final nail to the Heidelberg 
coffin with another goal 
early in the second half. 

Heidelberg epitomised 
their season with an 
embarrassing lack of 
concentration in the 
opening half that first 
allowed Tony Popovic to 
fire home from long range 
and then literally seconds 
later saw Ante Milicic tap 
home United’s second goal. 

Popovic’s seemingly 


SYDNEY UNITED 


3 


By Con Stavros 
at the Olympic Village 


timid shot in the 20th 
minute from well outside 
the box somehow beat the 
outstretched hand of 
goalkeeper Michael 
Chatzitrifonas and found 
the corner of the net, 


surprising everyone, 
including Popovic. 
Whilst Heidelberg 


conducted a post mortem 
on that debacle, Sydney 
United set about scoring 
their second with Manis 
Lamond setting up Milicic 
from the re-start to tap 
home the simplest of 
chances. 

Lamond deservedly got 
his name on the scoresheet 
right on the hour, curling 
home a spectacular shot 
following a typical quick 
run down the left. 

Despite the embarrassing 
scoreline, Heidelberg’s 
seventh loss by three goals 
or more was by normal 
standards a relatively even 
midfield battle. 


To their credit, 
Heidelberg did force 
Sydney United keeper 
Zeljko Kalac into two 
excellent saves late in the 
first half and had no luck as 
Peter Tiktikakis struck a 
powerful shot against the 
crossbar just two minutes 
before half-time. 

Heidelberg _ clearly 
missed defender Gary 
Bratten who failed a fitness 
test and struggled to 
contain the dynamic 
Sydney strikeforce of 
Lamond, Milicie and John 
Gibson. 

Sydney United hustled 
players around the ball at 
all times and did enough in 
the latter stages of the 
match to keep the Bergers 
off balance and stop any 
threat of a face-saving 
comeback. 

Michael Michalako- 
poulos battled gamely for 
Heidelberg, but his strike 
partner Danny Gnjidic, 


aos. 


who hasn't scored all 
season, was all at sea 
against the mighty Sydney 
defence, 


HEIDELBERG UTD: 
Chatzitrifonas, Watson, 
Hodgson (Tsoumerkas 62), 
Selemidis, Scott, lossifidis 
(Vlahos 82), Georgiadis, 
Tiktikakis, Obradovic, 
Gnjidic, Michalakopoulos. 
SYDNEY UTD: 

Kalac, Stanton, Kupresak 
(Milicevic 81), Popovic, 
Krslovic, Hristodoulou, 
Gibson, Zdrilic, Okon, 
Milicic, Lamond (Jermen 
66) 

SCORERS: 

Popovic 20m, Milicic 21m, 
Lamond 60m for Sydney 
United. 

YELLOW CARDS: 
Hodgson 61m for 
Heidelberg. 

REFEREE: J Markovski. 
CROWD: 
POY: Popovic 3, Gibson 2, 
Georgiadis 1. 


Opening salvo: Tony Popovic scored Sydney United's first goal. 


Mori, Mullen mash Strikers 


ROUND 16 
ADELAIDE CITY 3 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 0 
By Vic Migliaccio 
at Hindmarsh Stadium 


delaide City blasted 
Avtheir way to the top 
with a crushing win over 
Brisbane Strikers, with 
Brisbane recording their 
first loss in eight matches. 
All the goals were 
scored in the second half 
with evergreen substitute 
Steve Maxwell running 
hot. 
Adelaide City started 
the game at a cracking 
pace winning the midfield 


but could not penetrate the 
tight organised defence of 
Steve Jackson, Alan 
Hunter, Gary Phillips, 
Andrew Stowell and Clint 
Bolton, but ironically it 
was Socceroo goalkeeper 
Robert Zabica who kept 
the Strikers scoreless in 
the first half. 

City coach Zoran Matic 
teinforced his striking 
power at half-time’ 
bringing in Steve Maxwell 


EASTERN SUBURBS 
YOUTH LEAGUE 
SOCCER TRIALS 

DIVISION 1 


Federation Youth League 
NOW KNOWN AS THE SUPER 
YOUTH LEAGUE 


We are looking to fill existing 
vacancies in both field players and 
goalkeepers for our U13, U14, U15 

& U16 teams. 

This could be your last opportunity 
to play in the new “Super Youth 
League.” 

For further information call 
John Velthuys 
018 27 1712 (BED 
313 7115 (AH) 


PASCOE VALE 4 


SPORTSCENE.®. 


for Bradley Hassell and at 
that point there was more 
purpose in City’s attack. 
They attacked immediately 
at the restart of the second 
half, creating a couple of 
quick scoring chances, 
through Socceroo striker 
Carl Veart who had a 
blistering drive saved by 
Bolton, while Steve 
Maxwell's shot peeled 
the paint off the 
crossbar. 

In the 53rd minute the 
inevitable first goal for 
Adelaide City happened 
when Maxwell crossed 
to Joe Mullen whose low 
volley into the comer of 
the net produced his 
sixth for the season 
giving Bolton no 
chance, 

After the goal the 
Visitors pushed forward 
more often and paid the 
penalty. 

In the 65th minute 
City scored its second as 
Damian Mori ran onto a 
long clearance from 
captain Alex Tobin, he 
then sped past the 
Strikers’ defense and 


placed the ball beyond the 
on-tushing Bolton into the 
back of the net. 

In the 76th minute 
magical Maxwell gave a 
perfect through ball to the 
in form Mori who again 
beat Bolton for City’s 
third. 

City created the first 
scoring chance in the 


Double trouble: Mor! got two. 


fourth minute when Joe 
Mullen won the ball in 
midfield, he passed to 
Carl Veart, who crossed 
to Mori, the move 
finished with Mori’s shot 
hitting the side netting. 
On the half hour mark 
Brisbane striker Chris 
Slater fired a 25 metre 
drive bound for the top 
corner which City’s 
keeper Robert Zabica 
parried and Danny 
Wright ran onto the 
rebound which 
Zabica recovered. 

Seconds later Veart 
ran onto a Zabica 
clearance but his 
volley sailed over the 
crossbar. 

In the dying 
minutes of the match 
Maxwell had two 
glorious scoring 
chances with one 
being cleared off the 
line by defender 
Steve Jackson and the 
other saved by 
Bolton. 

ADELAIDE CITY: 
Zabica, Shillabeer, 
Vidmar, Ivanovic, 


THE GENERAL SPORTS STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
413-415 BELL ST. PASCOE VALE STH. Ph: 354-2791 


a CLUB DISCOUNTS on * Gear * Trophies * General eA sted be] 


to. Player of the Year 


Pimblett, Hunter, Jackson, 
Phillips, Stowell, Wright, T 
Cranney, Slater (Grodum 83), 
S Cranney, Williams (Ditton 
60). 

SCORERS: Mullen 53m, 
Mori 61m, 76m for Adelaide. 
YELLOW CARDS: 
Lazonovski 41m for 
Adelaide. Jackson 46m, 
Hunter 91m for Brisbane, 
REFEREE: P Spiers. 


Tobin, Mori, Veart, 
Lozanovski (Reda 77), 


Melta, Mullen, Hassell CROWD: 3,000. 
(Maxwell 45), POY: Mori 3, Vidmar 2, 
BRISBANE: Bolton, Maxwell 1. 


[LUZ CCSL 
BROADCASTS 
EVERY 
WEEKEND ON 
1503 34K’S 
SUPER SOCCER 
SUNDAY 


* Plus all the Saturday 
night action of all Morwell 
home games. 


* Review show 10pm 
Sunday gS. 


Sponsor of ABSW 


i 


Strong stopper: Matt Bingley was Marconi's best player last Saturday night. 


Murphy magic can't halt B 


allant Brunswick fell to 

its first defeat under 

new coach Ken Murphy 

when it went down against 

South Melbourne fast 
Sunday. 

A defeat it might have 


ROUND 16 


By Greg Blake 
at Melb Croatian S. C. 


been but hardly by much 
and indicative of the 
dramatic improvement of 
the Pumas since its New 


APPLICATIONS 


ARE INVITED 
FOR NORTH 
RYDE SOCCER | 


=) S 

Line 
CRT RAD | 
poe CLUB 


| YS 


CLUB N.S.W.S.F. — 
YOUTH LEAGUE 


COACHES 


for under 13, 14, 15, & 16. 
Any interested persons should 
send their applications and 
resume to: the secretary North 
Ryde Soccer club P.O. Box 391 
North Ryde 2113 applications 
close 31st January 1994. 


Year’s revival. 

It took an Angie 
Goutzioulis strike two 
minutes from half-time to 
settle the issue in South's 
favour but even the Blues 
conceded that they had to 
sweat on the result. 

Clear man-of-the-match 
Jason Polak, himself 
exhausted at game’s end 
after a slashing display in 
the middle of the park, 
conceded that his side 
didn’t have it as easy as 
they might have against the 
former easybeat Pumas. 

“Tt was very, very 
tough,” said Polak. 

“We knew they'd be 
fired up after their recent 
run of results, but we 
thought that once we got a 
goal we'd kill them off. 

“But ail credit to them, 
in the last 20 minutes they 
really came at us.” 

At the end of the day 
heart and courage alone 
was almost enough to drag 
Brunswick back into the 


contest. 
After hassling and 
harrassing South 


Ihampions Marconi- 

Fairfield, shocked by 
the first-half onslaught of 
challengers Melbourne 
Knights, responded with a 
comeback which showed 
they are still the team to 
beat for the title. 
Ageless Josip Biskic and 
prodigy Mark Viduka 
exploited some shabby 
defending to grab a two- 
goal lead after 40 minutes, 
at which point Marconi's 
credibility looked shot to 
pieces. 

But Frank Arok’s team 
produced a crucial goal just 
before half-time, and a 
dominant second half 
performance to suggest 
that the young Knights still 
have some learning to do. 

Games like this make 
you feel Marconi should 
use “I like Bing-ley” as 
their team song, because 
the blond stopper was at 
the heart of their revival. 

He was a rock in a 
defence which at times was 
cruelly exposed by the 
height, skills, and graceful 
running of Viduka and his 
underrated partner, Adrian 


MELBOURNE 
BRUNSWICK 
UNITED 
SOCCER CLUB 


Melbourne all day, injury 
riddled Brunswick found its 
second wind and almost 
eamed an equaliser, 

No player better typified 
Brunswick’s new-found 
heart than defender Robbie 
Tombolato who hounded 
Francis Awaritefe off the 
ground despite having 
sprained an ankle early in 
the game. 

“After I sprained my 
ankle I thought that was it, 
but I decided to keep going 
all the way through,” 
Tombolato explained. 

“T honestly thought we 
deserved a draw and people 
have not seen the best of us 
yet.” 

Brunswick’s woes were 
compounded late in the 
match when teenage striker 
Joe Tricarico, who had 
come close to an equaliser 
ten minutes from time, was 
carried off the ground with 
an injury to leave the 
Pumas one man short for 
the closing moments of an 
engaging struggle. 

As you'd expect South 
Melbourne produced the 
cleaner and crisper moves, 
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7? WRT FS PRALMARS ~ OED 


IW RED 7O?2 HOTINE CMA MALIA 


PATQUA 


ROUND 16 
MARCONI-FAIRFIELD 2 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 2 

By Alfred Hiatt 
at Marconi Stadium 


Cervinski. But it was 
Bingley’s inspired surges 
forward, showing the 
attacking instincts of a 
former striker, that really 
set his stamp on the game. 

Defensively, at any rate, 
Bingley has nothing more 
to prove at this level of the 
game. 

Viduka did enough to 
convince his Sydney 
audience of what we 
already suspected: that he 
will be the next great 
Australian striker. But he 
found himself marked by a 
player who on this 
performance will surely 
cement a spot in the 
national team over the 
next year. 

Viduka said of Bingley: 
“He was the fairest and 
cleanest opponent I have 
come up against in the 
league, He was tough, but he 
played good, clean soccer.” 

That was high praise from 
a man who has been 
shadowed by the best in the 
country, and who no doubt 
will soon head overseas to be 
shadowed by the best in the 
world, 


although coming with a far 
lesser frequency than in the 
bad old days of 
Brunswick's early season. 
The winning goal was 
provided by Kevin 
Muscat’s overlap run just 
before half-time, his cross 
headed on by Paul Wade 
and laid off by Paul 
Trimboli to Goutzioulis 
who angled his shot home 
from four metres to give 
Brunswick ‘keeper Jim 


But for all the style of 
Viduka and- Adrian 
Cervinski, Josip Biskic, who 
dominated the midfield, 
remains the driving force 
behind the Knights. He 
accepted Adrian Cervinski’s 
lay-off to open the scoring 
with a clinical finish on 10 
minutes, after Viduka robbed 
Jean Paul de Marigny in the 
area. 

The 18-year-old 
marksman then kept pace 
with Warren Spink at the 
top of the goalscorer’s 
chart by taking advantage 
of a mix-up between 
Bingley and Mark 
Schwarzer to register his 
10th of the season. 

Things looked grim for 
the Fairfielders, until Jan 
Gray ran onto Andy 
Harper's pass to score just 
before the break, and when 
the Knights failed to clear 
a corner Glenn Johnson 
rammed home his fifth goal 
in seven games to bring his 
side level. 

Johnson had a penalty 
claim for a push in the 
back denied by John 
Fraser, but it was the 


Kourtis no chance. 
BRUNSWICK PUMAS: 
Kourtis, Kuzmanovic, 
Della Rocca, Cahut, 
McGeachey, Tricarico, 
Zinni, Emmanuele 
(Becvinovski 65), 
Karkaletis, Tombolato, 
Pillemer (Mazzini 76), 
SOUTH MELBOURNE: 
Anastasiadis, Muscat, 
Hasler, Durakovic, Polak, 
Wade, Trimboli, Boutsianis 
(Tsolakis 81), Awaritefe 


MetsourRNE 
Esser 


goalkeeping of David 
Miller which kept the 
Melbourne side in the 
game. Twice in the space 
of a minute Miller pushed 
out headers, first from 
Kimon Taliadoros, and 
then from Harper, 

As Arok said: “Miller 
lost them the game the last 
time we played, but this 
time he saved it for them.” 
MARCONI FAIRFIELD: 
Schwarzer, Jolevski (Mc 
Culloch 78), De Marigny, 
Bingley, Gary, Kuleski, 
Johnson, Taliadoros, Corica, 
Harper (Van Egmond 76), 
Talay. 

MELBOURNE KNIGHTS: 
Miller, Talajic (Buljubasic 
59), Horvat, Vanis, Marth, 
Trajcevski, Viduka, A. 
Cervinski, D. Cervinski, 
Markovski, Biskic. 
YELLOW: Kuleski (41) for 
Marconi. 

SCORERS: Biskic (10) 
Viduka (39) for Knights. 
Gray (44), Johnson (54) for 
Marconi. 

REFEREE: John Fraser 
CROWD: 8,200 

POY: 3-Bingley, 2-Biskic, 
1-Corica 


lues 


(Stubbins 69), Valkanis, 
Goutzioulis. 

SCORERS: Goutzioulis 
43m for South Melbourne. 
YELLOW CARDS: Cahut 
4m, Pillemer 17m, 
McGeachey 62m, Della 
Rocca 75m for Brunswick. 
Hasler 62m for South 
Melbourne. 

REFEREE: R Lorenc. 
CROWD: 5,000. 

POY: Polak 3, 
Kuzmanovic 2, Tombolato 


Jason Polak: a brilliant display in midfield. 


thigh but that was our 


MIDWEEK RESULTS 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 2 
NEWCASTLE 1 


intercept Milosevic’s 
hopeful long ball into the 
six yard box, allowing 


BY STEPHEN COPPING — Kclic to grab the winner. 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC: 
Olympic, Gibson, Barrett, 


Gi 

desperate for a victory 
to keep their play-off 
hopes alive, had former 
Socceroo Branko 
Milosevic to thank for 
conjuring up a last gasp 
winner against an unlucky 
Newcastle Breakers side. 


Augerinos, Spyridakos, 
Sorras, Ironside, Maloney 
(Lee 79), Milosevic, 
Kelic, Trajanoski, Saad. 
NEWCASTLE : Gosling, 
Maier, Roberts, Jones, 
Jennings, Naumov, 
McQuarrie, Brown 


outclassed Newcastle only injury,” Blanco said. Indeed, if this match  (McKinna 83), Spink, 
with a positive attitude last Captain Ray Blair had had not been cancelled Lowe (Owens 25), 
Friday. been in doubt with a groin nine days earlier because Meredith. 

The win keeps West _ strain before the game but of the bushfires, SCORERS: Maloney 
Adelaide in the hunt fora _he scored the first goal Milosevic would not have —_ (21), Meredith (71), Kelic 
Top Six berth but dealt a _ and played soundly. played because of injury. (89). 
heavy blow to Newcastle’s Blanco praised the The game itself lacked YELLOW CARDS: 


chances of a reasonable 
placing, 


work of George Slifkas 
and Robbie Hooker in 


interval and eventually 


any fluency with passes 
going astray, however, 


Jones (42), Saad (44), 
Tronside (52), McQuarrie 


The Sharks scored two _—midfield. pulled back a goal when Newcastle, who were (62), Meredith (67), 
goals in each half with the Breakers coach Jim striker Warren Spink outplayed in the first half, Milosevic (85). 
Breakers’ only reply Foley admitted he was _ headed in from a cross by dominated the second 45 CROWD: 4209 
coming 29 minutes into the disgusted at some of the David Lowe. minutes, only to see a REFEREE: Papanicolas 
second half. defensive mistakes. But almost point taken from them POY POINTS: 3- 


West Adelaide coach 
Raul Blanco said he was 
delighted that his team’s 


The Newcastle players 
also were on the receiving 
end of three yellow cards 


immediately came a gift 
goal to Cardozo after a 
back pass by Neil Owens 


when their goalkeeper 
Clint Gosling failed to 


McQuarrie, 2- Augerinos, 
1- Spink 


brave policy to attack had to add to a long list for _failed to reach goalkeeper 

been rewarded. the season. Clint Gosling. WOLLONGONG 2 and gives us a new 
“We used audacious The side was weakened Four minutes from the AD CITY 0 dimension just in behind 

tactics and it served us by suspensions and end West Adelaide the strikers,” said Wolves 

well,” he said. showed a general lack of notched another easy goal BY PHIL MURPHY coach David Ratcliffe said. 


It was the Sharks’ sixth 
win of the season and their 
fifth in away matches. 

“The team’s campaign is 
at a vital stage and we must 
prepare quickly to play 
Morwell tonight,” Blanco 
said. 

Blanco withdrew Pablo 


enthusiasm from the kick- 
off while in contrast West 
Adelaide settled quickly 
into attacking mode and 
took command of the 
match. 

Blair scored from a 
short corner in the 18th 
minute and Cardozo fired 


when replacement Mark 
Brazzale had room to lob 
the ball past Gosling. 

Scorers: Spink (75) for 
Newcastle. Blair (18), 
Cardozo (31, 77), 
Brazzale (86) for West 
Adelaide. 

Yellow Cards: Stewart 


ete City coach 
oran Matic 
described his players as 
lacking the commitment 
and will to win shown by 
the fired up Wolves. 
“They (Wollongong) 
put their heads where you 


“He must be the 
bargain buy of the season 
at just $15,000 and is very 
sharp when he thinks there 
is a goal on,” 

Wollongong lost 
captain Charlie Yankos 
with a knee injury just 
before the kickoff and 


Cardozo late in the game in a 20-metre drive inthe (50), Maier (85), Owens wouldn’t put your feet,” Steve Forshaw was 

after the forward had 31st minute. (47) for Newcastle. Matic said. “Some of my __ recalled to the side. 

netted two goals. The Breakers showed Referee: Con Diomis players performed for 10 Mick O’Shea took over 
“Pablo has a corked more zest after the Crowd: 2371 Gus Cerro: too good for Newcastle minutes and would then __ the captaincy, reverted to 


Falcons too tough 


NORTH RYDE 
[SOCCER CLUB 


ROUND 16 
MORWELL FALCONS 1 
WOLLONGONG 0 


take a break. It was a yery 
disappointing loss because 
we had so much to play 
for.” 

Wollongong shocked 
the star-studded Zebras 
with two goals in the 
opening 10 minutes, Both 
were brilliant efforts from 
Kiwi international 
Vaughan Coveny, 

He got on the end of 
brilliant build-up from 
Dale White and Scott 


sweeper and turned in an 
inspiratioal performance, 


WOLLONGONG: 
Hughes, McLaren (Ricoy 
76), Forshaw, O'Shea, 
Bourke, Horsley, 
McFadden, Lloyd, White 
(Grbevski 80), Coveny, 
Ollerenshaw. 
ADELAIDE CITY: 
Zabica, Shillabeer 
(Maxwell 70), Ivanovic, 
Tobin, Vidmar, Melta, 


at Morwell Falcons Park Ollerenshaw to hammer = Mori, Veart, Lozanoyski, 
AQ the ball past goalkeeper — Mullen (Reda 66), Hassell. 
Keres he injury hit Morwell Falcons finished the Robert Zabica. Five GOALS:CovenyS 
SOCCER 5G Falcons beat game with a few minutes later, Matt minutes and 10 minutes. 
re CLUB Wollongong in a vital — speculative shots whistling Horsley found White free © REFEREE: Richard 
FEDERATION / Y, NY y clash. over the City bar but the on the right, his cross was Lorene. 
Ee, Z With both clubs’ faint —_ best chance fell to Sonny half-cleared, then Coveny CARDS: Nil. 


FIKST 
DIVISION 


finals hopes on the line, 
Morwell held on for a 
gallant win after going 
ahead in the 22nd minute 


Sevin. In later stages of the 
second half a glancing 
header skewed across an 
empty goal to deny falcons 


pounced to crash number 
two pass Zabica, 
“The lad is a fine player 


POY POINTS: 3 
O'Shea (W). 2 — Coveny 
(W), 1 — McLaren (W) 1. 


through Lachlan —_asecond. 

Armstrong. Falcons now meet West © CARDS: Armstrong 49m 

STATE LEAGUE Import Alexander Adelaide in Adelaide on _ for Morwell; Coveny 20m WERRIBEE CITY 
Djordjevic dragged a Tuesday and the mighty _ for Wollongong. 

TRIALS looping shot toward goal South Melbourne which RED CARD: Nil. 
which was half cleared by _ will be the biggest game of REFEREE: E. Brazzale. SOCCER "BEES" 
FOR THE Wollongong keeper Brett the year on the 29th witha CROWD:2266. 

Hughes and cleared off the — huge crowd expected anda POY POINTS: 3 — 


1994 SEASON 


line by teammate Mike 


great night of football 


Parton (MF), 2 — Sevin 


Newly promoted team into the Victorian 


O'Shea. promised. (MF), 1 — Coveny (Woll). P jer Li - iolinert 
But the roaming WOLLONGONG CITY: remier League 1S NOW 100! Ing to 
PLAYERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND TRIALS | Oot te. on'hand te Hughes, O'Shea, Shiite jndor sad caaehing 
WITH OUR PROGRESSIVE STATE LEAGUE strike home a typical  Yankos, Bourke, lf - | d hy 
FIRST DIVISION CLUB FOR 1ST GRADE, Co agrin Ste OA] RIEOM aaa Orsiey [PSHESID al Sl ae 


close range. 

The second half left a lot 
to be desired in terms of 
classy football but a solid 
Falcons backline ably lead 
by Shaun Parton was 
basically impenetrable. 


McFadden, White, 
Lloyd, Ollemshaw, 
Coveny, Forshaw. 
MORWELL 
FALCONS: 
Mautone, Upton, 
Canosa, Douglas, 


are required for Junior teams 
Under 12, 14, 15, 16, 18 


UNDER 21'S & UNDER 18'S. 


VENUE: MEADOWBANK PARK NO.11 


Registrations for Juniors will be held at 
(ADELAIDE STREET, MEADOWBANK) 


Galvin Park Werribee 


TIMES: 7.00 PM SHARP, TUESDAY 10:00am on Sunday 6th February 1994 


Claudio Canosa, Paul Parton, Donnelly, 
AND THURSDAY Donnelly and Steve  Trpcevski, Free sausage sizzle for all the children. 
DATES: 18th 20th 25th 27th JANUARY 1994. Douglas made the task of — Stergiopoulos, Come along and join the "Bees". 
the City forwards a difficult  Sevin, Djordjevic, 
PHONE ENQUIRIES: one and were not about to Armstrong. For further information contact 
ie 2 let this one slip after past © SCORERS: id 
Hs cea he a at encounters where a lack of | Armstrong 22m for Sam Amato (03) TA1 cee: 
E concentration has cost Morwell. S 
560 7566 (Business) them dearly. YELLOW Lachlan Armstrong lan Stephens (03) 741-561 
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Bushfire donation 


— MARCONI-FAIRFIELD BY ANTHONY RAINERI — 


ARCONI-Fairfield donated a 

part of the gate-takings of 
their recent home match against 
Heidelberg United — about 
$5000 — to the Sydney Lord 
Mayor’s Bushfire Appeal. 

Club chairman Ron Cavagnino 
said about the gesture of 
goodwill: “As we are the leaders 
in Australian soccer, we thought 
we would help out a bit.” 


With comes 
expectation and that is certainly 
the case at Marconi-Fairfield. 

Coach Frank Arok and the 
squad will be paid handsome 
bonuses at the end of the season 
only if the team finishes in the 
top three. 

When Arok was appointed 
coach at the start of last season, 
the deal was to make the top five 
before any bonuses would be 
paid. 

It is history that Marconi not 
only made the top five, but won 
the championship. 

“There is a higher expectation 
from everyone this season,” Arok 
said, Arok is not worried about the 
effectiveness of the club’s youth 


success 


Mike Smith: Nick Meredith is set to assume his role at Marconi, 


development programs despite both 
the Marconi youth team and 
Academy team languishing in the 
youth league competition. Said 
Arok: “We are creating very 
capable young players. We had five 


players in the Australian Under 20 
team which toured South America 
in November, we had some players 
in the Australian Under 20 squad 
last year and we have candidates 
for the Olympic team.” 


opm plan surprise 


SEG 


Ca Olympic are 
planning a big surprise and 
something quite out of the 
ordinary for the team’s Australia 
Day clash with Adelaide City. 

It promises to be spectacular, 
however, the club are keeping 
the promotional plan under 
wraps, and fans will have to turn 
up on the night to find out what 
itis. 

Brad Maloney celebrated his 
22nd birthday last Wednesday 
with a return to the first grade 
and the team's exciting last 


minute win over Newcastle in a © 


postponed game. 

It was a huge relief for the 
team after some disappointing 
results and afterwards saw them. 
lying fifth out on their own. 

The team are currently in the 
midst of playing three matches in 
seven days and coach Berti 
Mariani said it’s often the time 
real upsets occur. 

“You can see how 
unpredictable results can be at 
this time, especially also playing 
midweek games,” he said. 
“Travelling is almost worth one 
goal to the home side.” 

In activities outside the 
playing area, Maloney and 
George Sorras travelled to the 
Central Coast last week to assist 


— SYDNEY OLYMPIC BY SARAH CLARRY — 


Push and shove: Kris Trajanovski feels the pinch. 


with a Sydney Olympic coaching 
clinic being held in conjunction 
with major sponsors Me No Fry. 

The clinics are geared towards 
the message of preventing skin 
cancer in young people and 
continue this week at Narrabeen 
with Sorras and Kris Trajanovski 
helping out. A Me No Fry 
promotional poster with the 
team may be next on the agenda. 

The Olympic youth team are 
enjoying a dream run at the 


moment, reflected in their 
exceptional recent results in the 
National Youth League. 

National youth team coach Les 
Scheinflug was present at the 
team’s 4-3 win over Newcastle 
last week and has since spoken 
with coach Peter Katholos in 
regard to his players. 

Katholos believes the interest 
is due. “We have players with the 
right attitude, talent and the 
soccer brain to progress,” he 
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Vocal Blue army 


— SOUTH MELBOURNE BY CON STAVROS — 


OUTH Melbourne have long 
Sie regarded as the ream with 
the largest band of followers in the 
country. 

Middle Park’s foundations have 
been rocked many a time by some 
of the loudest and fanatical 
supporters of any sport in 
Australia, 

Obviously the South fans aren't 
resting on their laurels this 
season, with the official 
formation of the “Blue and 
White Army”. 

‘The simple aim of this group 
is to become the best cheer 
squad in the CCSL. 

With that objective in mind, 
the Blue and White Army have 
issued a challenge to all the 
other supporter groups in the 
CCSL to try and come up with 
the biggest and best run-through 
banner. 

To get the ball rolling, the 
Blue and White Army unleashed 
a huge banner at their recent 
home match against Sydney 
United. 

According to army president, 
John Mak, the banner that day 
measured 13 metres in width 
and five metres in height. 

“That banner was our claim 
to being the best and biggest 
cheer squad in the CCSL,” said 
Mak. 

The South Melbourne 
players, who have to try and 
force their way through some of 
the stronger banners are 
amazed at the efforts put in by 
the supporter group. 

“It just shows that South 


DELAIDE CITY have 

urther strengthened their 
ranks with the signing last week 
of ex-George Cross and Sydney 
United’s Craig Foster. 

Foster trialled last year with 
City, but was injured and coach 
Zoran Matic told him he was 
welcome to come back when he 
was fit. 

Foster did that, and is now just 
waiting on a transfer from his 
Hong Kong club, before assuming 
his place in the squad. 

Matic has always been 
impressed with Foster, and plans 
to introduce him straight into the 
City youth side once his transfer 
comes through. 

In preparation for the 
upcoming tour by Japanese J- 
League team, Mitsubishi Urawa 
Red Diamonds, the club has 
announced a two-dollar day. 

For the February 9 match, fans 
will be able to gain entry to 
Hindmarsh Stadium for $2, with 
the only exception being 
grandstand tickets which are $4. 

Media Manager David Jenkins 
said, “We want everybody who 
loves soccer to be able to be part 
of this historic match.” 

Finally, Ad City’s marketing 
department has once again 


Melbourne fans are the best in the 
country”, said club skipper Paul 
Wade. 

The army also puts in 
considerable effort in selecting a 
suitable slogan to put on the 
banner to inspire their heroes. The 
snappiest so far being the “Hungry 
for a Berger” used in the derby 
showdown with Heidelberg. 


J sournwereoune | MELBOURNE 


Francis Awarltefe: Blue army lends him thelr support. 


City signs Foster 


— ADELAIDE City BY SARAH CLARRY — 


Sergio Melta: could team up with Craig Foster in midfield. 


_ proved they are nothing if not 


innovative. 

They have found a way to take 
advantage of a truly captive 
audience, this time by selling 
advertising space in the 


Hindmarsh Stadium toilets. 
Jenkins said, “The positions 
are obviously limited so we are 
expecting a lot of interest. 
Frequency is quite good with 
reasonable viewing times.” 


Gibson's club spirit Crunch time for West Life's nervous 


— SYDNEY UNITED BY ANTHONY RAINERI - 


XPERIENCED Sydney United 

players Manis Lamond and 
Tony Franken have been invited 
to represent Canberra in a one-off 
match against "J" League team 
Panasonic Gamba Osaka on 
Wednesday, February 9. 

The Japanese team — which 
will contain foreign stars Oleg 
Protassov and Sergi Aleinikov 
(Russia), Flavio Campos (Brazil) 
and Kiril Metkoy (Bulgaria) — 
will play the nation’s capital 
during their short tour of 
Australia. 

Sydney United coach Manfred 
Schaefer said he had not yet 
decided whether to release his 
striker and reserve goalkeeper. 
Schaefer has sprung to the 
defence of referee Peter Spiers 
who received plenty of flak after 
Sydney United's 2-1 loss to South 
Melbourne a fortnight ago at 
Middle Park. 

United fans were irate that 
South Meibourne’s Angie 
Goutzoulis scored the winner 
seven minutes into injury time. 

But Schaefer said referee Spiers 
had nothing to do with his team’s 
loss. 

“Everybody wants to blame the 
referee,” he said. “But it was 
Goutzoulis who headed the ball in 
not the referee, 

“My players must learn to play 
Tight up until the final whistle.” 

Hard-working Sydney United 
midfielder John Gibson felt so 
guilty at being suspended for the 
South Melbourne match a 
fortnight ago, that he paid his own 
way to Middle Park to give the 
team his support. 


Said Gibson: “We don’t have a 
big squad so we need players on 
the pitch not in the grandstand, 

“We had fielded the same team 
for three or four games so we 
were on a bit of a roll. All of a 
sudden | got suspended. 

“T felt that I let my team down. 

“We have quite a few players 
who are only one yellow card 
away from being suspended.” 

Gibson's moral support was 
to no avail as the Blues won 2-1. 

Nevertheless, Schaefer said he 
was proud of Gibson's actions. 

“This is what club spirit is all 
about,” Schaefer said. “This is 
something we can build on. 

“There aren’t many players 
who would pay their own way just 
to be with the squad.” 

That match was the first 
Gibson had missed through 
suspension or injury in two 
years. 


s 


Manis Lamond: Sydney United. 


— West ADELAIDE BY SARAH CLARRY — 


's do or die for West Adelaide now 

with the team really needing to win 

their next three matches in order to 
have any hope of making the finals. 

‘They have surprisingly few injuries 
considering the intensity of 
competition at the moment. 

One casualty is George Haniotis, 
who pulled a thigh muscle and has 
since missed two matches. 

Coach Raul Blanco said that 
Haniotis was back in training with the 
team last week on the doctor's 
recommendation. 

However, towards the end of the 
session he once again felt a twinge so 
it was decided he should rest it until 


fully recovered. 

Ray Blair is finally back from 
injury and may be taking over the 
captaincy role that Robbie Hooker 
has filled in his absence, 

Con Kokkinopolitis missed last 
weekend’s match against Newcastle 
through suspension, but returns for 
tonight's game, when the Sharks take 
on Morwell at home, 

In the youth department, West 
Adelaide started trials last Saturday 
for all the junior teams. 

New coaches have been selected 
for the upcoming season, and Blanco 
says the trials will continue for several 
weeks. 


Eagles poised to soar 
— PARRAMATTA BY ALFRED HIATT — 


he last two months have been a 
ei time for Parramatta Eagles 
players, convinced that the good 
football they have been playing has 
gone without reward. But there is a 
growing feeling within the team that 
their fortunes will change as they 
attempt to secure a place in the Top 
Six. In form goalkeeper Peter Gunning 
is optimistic that the coming weeks 
will see an Eagles surge. Gunning said: 
“Tm expecting us to do what 
‘Newcastle did at the end of last season. 
We've gone through our rough trot, 
and I think we'll pull it around, 

“Defensively we appear a lot more 
settled this year. John Koch has an 
excellent understanding with Craig 
Moffit and myself, which lays a very 
good foundation for others to slot into 
defence. 

“We've conceded less than a goal a 


game, and you have to be preity happy 
with that. 

“We're also confident that 
youngsters like Renaud, Sprod, 
Haythornwaite, and Ardone, who all 
have CCSL and Cup experience, can 
come into the side and do an excellent 
job.” 

Parramatta’s signing from the 
Cameroon youth squad, Cyrille 
Ndongo Keller, was due to arrive in 
Sydney yesterday, and Rale Rasic is 
considering playing him up front 
alongside Joe Spiteri. 

That would mean taking the 
unprecedented step of playing 
Marshall Soper in midfield, but Rasic is 
adamant the star striker can make the 
transition, 

Rasic said: “Soper is a great runner, 
he has an incredibly creative mind, and 
he can dictate the terms of the game." 


at the top 


— MELB. KNIGHTS BY CON STAVROS — 


HE Melbourne Knights fans 
any be happy, but there is an 
almost eerie feeling of cautious 
appreciation filling the air at the 
Croatian Sports Centre in North 
Sunshine. 

The fans know of course from 
previous experience that having 
the best team and finishing on top 
don’t necessarily equate to a 
championship. 

Sure it’s a hell of a good start, 
but the Knights fans need only 
think back to 1991 or 1992 to 
regain their perspective. 

In case anyone has forgotten, 


the Knights in those years lost 
successive Grand Finals in 
dramatic penalty shoot-outs after 
finishing the season on top of the 
table. To make matters worse, the 
Knights were clearly the better 
side in both finals, but paid dearly 
for some inexplicably poor 
finishing and luck. 

With those thoughts in the back 
of the their heads the Knights of 
‘04 are playing everything close 
to their chest. 

“The Grand Final is only one 
game and so you need to have 
some luck”, admits club captain 
Josip Biskic, 

The veteran 
midfielder was a hero in 
both, of the previous 
Grand Final disasters and 
he more than anyone 
would like to make 
amends, 

A recent loss to 
Morwell following a six 
game winning streak has 
been a timely reminder 
to some of the younger 
team members about the 
fickle fortunes on the 
football field. People like 
Mark Viduka and 
Damian Vojtek hardly 
know the feeling of a 
loss, so a taste of defeat 
at this stage may just be 
the tonic the Knights 
need to keep themselves 
searching and striving 
for the elusive title they 
so desperately cover, 


Steve Corica: Marconi 


Frank Arok: Marconi 


THIS SATURDAY NIGHT 


KICK-OFF 7.30PM \ 
WOUOTEH LEAGUIE S.SO0PM 
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— 
Brad Maloney 


Marconi proudly sponsored by 


BRESCIA 
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Refs anger Falcons Will Sekularac stay? 


— MORWELL FALCONS BY CON STAVROS — 


YDNEY based referee Richard 

Lorenc is not exactly Mr 
Popularity material in Morwell 
these days. 

The experienced whistler is the 
latest Falcons villain, following a 
controversial home match against 
Sydney Olympic the weekend 
before last. 

Lorenc appeared to completely 
ignore what appeared to be a clear 
penalty when striker Lachlan 
Armstrong broke clear and was 
sandwiched in the penalty area by 
Olympic defender Elias Augerinos 
and goalkeeper Mike Gibson. 

The Falcons went on to draw 
the fixture and will no doubt be 
furious should the non-decision 
mean they miss a finals spot by 
two points, 

One well respected radio 
commentator called the incident 
the “most obvious penalty in the 
history of world football.” 

Falcons coach Bobby 
McLachlan called the foul 
“blatant” and he secretly must be 
wondering if his team are jinxed 
by referees following a few 
frustrating weeks, 

McLachlan was livid a few 
weeks back when referee John 
Santa-Isabel awarded South 
Melbourne what appeared to be a 
pretty soft penalty in a midweek 
catch-up game at Middle Park. 

Steve Mautone’s save from the 
spot-kick placated the Falcons 
boss slightly, but just to show a 
degree of  objectiveness, 
McLachlan was incredulous at a 
free-kick awarded to his own team 
a few moments later. 


The soft challenge in this case 
appeared to clearly occur inside 
the box, but Santa-Isabel awarded 
a free-kick just outside the box. 

Amazingly, youngster Vasco 
Trpcevski slammed home the set- 
piece, proving that sometimes 
justice works in strange ways. 

Souths had the last say however, 
going on to Win one of the best 
matches of the year 2-1. 


Receiving end: Mautone has had fo save some soft penalties. 


Slater likes his 
new mission 


— BRISBANE BY ROGER SLEEMAN — 


HRIS Slater, the Brisbane 

Strikers attacking midfielder, 
is aman on a mission. 

In his role as Media Liaison 
Manager with the Queensland 
Soccer Federation, Slater has a 
more than challenging job in 
promoting football in the Sunshine 
State. 

“We may never be as big as the 
Broncos, but the emergence of the 
Strikers has come at a vital time in 
the development of the game,” 
says Slater. 

“For the first time in many 
years, football is receiving 
excellent publicity and strong 
recognition from the people of 
Queensland.” 

“I’m very fortunate to be 
directly involved with this exciting 
new era in the growth of the 
game.” 

Fortunately, Chris Slater’s 
ambitions as a player have 
recently taken a turn for the 
better. 

After spending five weeks on 
the bench, Slater grabbed his 
opportunity with open arms and 
knocked in two goals in the 4-0 
home win against Morweli. 

“It wasn't that 1 couldn’t 
command a first team place based 
on ability, it was just that f was 
competing with several players for 
a striker’s spot,” says Slater. 

“After a long discussion with 
Brice Stowell, it was decided that 
I could best serve the team in a 
wide midfield role.” 

Slater likes nothing more than 
to run at defenders, and the goal 


he scored against Parramatta 
Eagles, when he came inside John 
Koch and made space in the box, 
before placing a curling ball into 
the right hand corner of the net, 
was typical of the danger he poses 
to opponents. 

However, Slater is also 
conscious of his defensive duties 
and realises that mobility in 
midfield is a key factor in Bruce 
Stowell’s tactics. 

“I was a bit lax against 

Parramatta because on a few 
occasions Gabriel Mendez 
threatened our defensive 
rearguard with some penetrative 
tuns, when I should’ve picked him 
up” 
“Nevertheless it was great to 
score the equaliser and if only the 
volley: I hit late in the match had 
gone in, it would've been sweet 
revenge for our first round draw 
with the Eagles.” 

“With Alun Evans and Stein 
Grodum returning to the squad, 
there will be strong competition 
for places, but hopefully this will 
work in a positive way in the 
team’s quest to reach the Top 
Six.” 


— HEIDELBERG UNITED BY CON STAVROS — 


Wet the Berger fans look 
back on season 1993/94 they 
will surely grimace and think of 
what may and should have been, 

For the loyal followers of the 
gold and black (and they don’t come 
any more loyal than these fans), this 
was supposed to be the year where 
finally they once again got a taste of 
the big time again. 

A high profile coach, a string of 
late season victories last year and a 
gleaming piece of silverware were 
beacons of hope and brightness. 

Instead it has all been pain and 
sorrow, 

Now it seems coach Drago 
Sekularuc is paving the way for a 
Neat exit, despite his comments to 
the contrary. 

Sekularuc insists he will stay 
put for the term of his contract 
and get the Bergers back into the 
finals. Not likely. 

The forthright coach is itching 
to get back into the hustle and 
bustle of the European scene and 
maybe Heidelberg should cut their 
Josses and let him go. 

“1 know my ability, 1 know 
how to behave at the top level of 
football, so I want to finish my 
career with a big professional 
club,” says 57-year-old Sekularuc. 

Admittedly, Sekularuc has been 
asked to work miracles without 
even a magic wand at cash 
strapped Heidelberg. 

Gone this year from the squad 
of last year are George Slifkas, 
Joe Palatsides, Ally Dick, David 
Clarkson, Derek Hunter and Phil 
Stubbins. Those guys of course 
were the heart and soul of the 


Ratcliffe safe 
says Hastings 


— WOLLONGONG BY PHIL MURPHY — 


We eae City’s win over 
Adelaide City last week 
should ensure that David Rateliffe’s 
position as coach remains. secure. 

The stormclouds over Ratcliffe’s 
tenure at Brandon Park began to 
gather after last month’s 1-0 loss to 
West Adelaide. 

The fans who had been patting 
Ratcliffe and his players on the 
back when they made the play-offs 
the previous two seasons were 
unhappy. A small minority wanted 
a change of coach. 

Rough justice for the straight- 
talking Ratcliffe. He has achieved 
remarkable things on an extremely 
small budget and certainly doesn’t 
deserve the sack. 

The former Socceroo has spent 
next to nothing on players since 
arriving at Wollongong. In fact, his 
biggest payout was $4,000 for 
goalkeeper Brett Hughes While 
millionaire clubs like Marconi and 
South Melbourne have virtually 
handed coaches open cheque books 
in recent times, Wollongong has 
adopted a very conservative 
approach in the transfer market. 

‘That policy has worked because 
Rattclife was able to get the best 
out of what he was given to work 
with. He has plucked a few raw 
Illawarra players from nowhere to 
have a taste of the CCSL, the latest 
being Bulli defender Steve Forshaw. 

Ratcliffe said he would love to be 
able to go into the transfer market 
and spend $50,000 for a striker and 
a midfielder. 

“At Wollongong, we just don’t 
have that kind of money to buy 
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WOLLONGONG 


WOLVES 


players. 

“T would have jumped at the 
chance to get an Ivan Kelic or a 
Jason Polak to Brandon Park 
before the start of the season,” the 
coach said. 

Providing Ratcliffe is still around 
to organise things, the Wolves 
should finish in the mid-table this 
season. 

And Wollongong chairman 
Brian Hastings has dismissed talk 
that Ratcliffe would be sacked 
before the end of the season. 
Hastings said there had been some 
talk of “getting rid of the coach” 
but it was way off the mark. 

Hastings said: “The first half of 
the season has been disappointing 
for us after what we achieved the 
previous two years. 

“I believe our failure so far has 
come about because we haven’t 
clicked as a team, By that I include 
the players, the coach and the 
board. We have all contributed 
errors and it has added up to a poor 
Tesult overall.” 

Hastings said he expects things 
to change dramatically from now 
on. He said there could be one or 
two new faces in the side and the 
spirit in the side was improving, 


squad, 

“Tt is easier coaching at a big 
club,” continues Sekularuc. 
“There you get what you need.” 

Maybe what the Bergers need 
is someone willing to start from 
scratch and stick around for the 
long term. Sekularuc is a great 
coach, but he doesn’t fit that job 
description. 


Murphy trims 
huge squad 


— MELBOURNE BUSC By CON STAVROS — 


T’s clean-out time in Puma land 
Ke new coach Ken Murphy 
begins trimming his squad down to 
a manageable number. 

The Pumas, who made the worst 
start in the entire history of the 
league, have used an amazing 26 
players in the first half of the 
season, That of course is enough 
for two teams including substitutes. 

Of all those players, midfielder 
George Karkaletsis is the only one 
to play every match from start to 
finish. 

Murphy's dream start in charge 
has meant that his changes will be a 
formality as he discards a number 
of players who didn’t make the 


Safe: Jim Kourtis is sure to stay. 
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grade. 
One to go is highly touted 
goalkeeper Robert Brian. 


Brunswick had to fight off Premier 
League club Fawkner for his 
services last year, but Brian has 
been overshadowed by the 
revelation of young goalkeeper Jim 
~ Kourtis. 

Another big reputation 
player out in the cold is 
Anthony Budini, who was 
signed from Marconi’s star 
breeding youth squad. 

Also on the market are 
Paul Donnelly, David 
Tacovitti and Jim 
Asimacopoulos. Import 
Arthur Kirishian, Carlos 
Retre and another ‘keeper, 
Robert Manzella, are also 
unlikely to continue their 
careers with the club. 

Murphy’s aim was to 
keep the list to a 
manageable squad of 17 
players plus two 
goalkeepers, The second 
custodian spot is likely to 
be given to another 
youngster, Robert 
Stefanovski, who hails 
from Wollongong. 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


Vv 
ADELAIDE CITY 
LEICHHARDT OVAL 


KICK-OFF 7:30PM 


Goran Lozanovski: superb City midfielder. 


In-form 
Olympic to 
face Adelaide 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS. 


Cia OLYMPIC’s giant New Zealand 
World Cup sweeper, Robbie Ironside will 
again be missing from Olympic’s line-up for 
tomorrow night’s clash against Adelaide City 
at Leichhardt Oval. 

Tronside missed last Sunday’s away match 
against Parramatta Eagles with ligament 
strains to his knee. Olympic’s coach Berti 
Mariani was forced to promote his star World 
Youth midfielder, Peter Tsekenis, to cover 
Tronside’s position in the Olympic midfield, 

Mariani is expected to start the match with 
the same line-up as last Sunday with only 
guest player Abbas Saad in the midfield being 
in doubt. 

Saad started the match last Sunday despite 
feeling groggy with a severe bout of a viral 
infection which he still has not recovered 
from. 

This could be Saad’s last appearance for 
Olympic before returning to Singapore this 
Sunday. Adelaide City following its 3-0 win 
over Brisbane Strikers last Sunday night will 
prove a difficult opponent for Olympic. 

Striker Damian Mori nailed two goals and 
is relishing his relatively new position in 
Adelaide’s attack. Mariani stated last night: 
“Tronside will undergo an arthroscope test 
today and hopefully will avoid an operation 
to his knee. But I expect him to be out of 
action for at least two more weeks. 

“Adelaide City is the best footballing side 
in the League and are a definite danger so we 
must keep that gap between us.” 

Left attacking midfielder, Joe Caleta will 
again be missing from Olympic’s flank, still 
recovering from a hamstring injury to his 
right leg. 


1 PETER GUNNING 
Goalkeeper 

20 JASON HOLMES 
Goalkeeper 

2 ADAM CIANTAR 
Defender 

3 GLENN GWYNNE 
Defender 

7 CRAIG MOFFITT 
Defender 

17 TOM HAYTHORNWAITE 
Midfielder 

18 LUPCO NAUMOVSKI 
Midfielder 

5 JOHN KOCH 
Midfielder 

8 GABRIEL MENDEZ 
Midfielder 

6 NICK ORLIC 
Midfielder 

15 ZOKI ADIOSKI 
Striker 

16 ANDREW DOWLING 
Midfielder 

14 JASON FALZON 
Midfielder 

4 GERRY GOMEZ 
Midfielder 

11 GEOFF GUNNING 
Midfielder 

9 MARSHALL SOPER 
Striker 

10 JOSEPH SPITERI 
Striker 

12 GLENN SPROD 
Utility 

13 WALTER ARDONE 
Midfielder 

19 BRENDAN RENAUD 


v 
3 
< 


MENDEZ ‘MOFFITT GOMEZ G GUNNING 


SPITERI 


CARDOZO BROWN 


ALAGICH CERRO 


SLIFKAS —_K'KINOPOLITIS 


HOOKER MILLS 
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—ABSW PREDICTS — 
(52) Greg Blake: Draw (43)Anthony Raineri: Eagles 
(49) Alistair Russell: Draw (53) Roger Sleeman: Eagles 
(49) Con Stavros: Draw (48) Steve Copping: Eagles 


oo 


oo 


1 PETER BLAZINCIC 
Goalkeeper 

5 ROBERT HOOKER 
Defender 

17 GREG MILLS 
Defender 

15 FRANK TIBALDI 
Defencer 

8 RICHIE ALAGICH 
Midfielder 1 
13 MARK BRAZZALE 

Midfielder 0 
10 GUSTAVO CERRO 
Midfielder 10 
4 CON KOKKINOPOLITIS 
Midfielder 

11 STAN LAZARIDIS 
Midfielder 

6 GEORGE SLIFKAS 
Midfielder 

12 RAYMOND BLAIR 
Striker 

14 GREG BROWN 

Striker 

16 JIM KERAMIDAS 
Striker 

7 JIMMY TSEKINIS 
Striker 

2 LEMMY VATSILAS 
Striker 

3 GEORGE HANIOTIS 
Defender 

9 PABLO CARDOZO 
Striker 

18 SCOTT MORRISON 


nan 7 oO 


20 TONY GIANNASCA 
fa Goalkeeper ta) 
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TROY BELLAMY 
Goalkeeper 

1 CLINT GOSLING 
Goalkeeper 

6 GRAHAM JENNINGS 
Defender 

2 RALPH MAIER 
Defender 

5 MARK JONES 
Stopper 

12 NEIL OWENS 
Sweeper 

3 ANDREW ROBERTS 
Defender 

4 DARREN STEWART 
Defender 

MARK WILSON 
Defender 

16 NICK MEREDITH 
Midfielder 

7 BOB NAUMOV 
Midfielder 

17 DARREN NORTHAM 
Midfielder 

12 SCOTT WELLS 
Midfielder 

14 HOWARD TREDINNIICK 
Midfielder 

9 RODNEY BROWN 
Striker 

11 DAVID LOWE 

Striker 

8 JOHN McQUARRIE 
Striker 

15 TROY HALPIN 
Striker 

13 LAWRIE McKINNA 
Striker 0 
10 WARREN SPINK 13 


20JASONDASTEY POY 

Goalkeeper 0 

1 STEVE MAUTONE 

Goalkeeper 

4 STEVE DOUGLAS 

Defender 7 

13 JOE GAG! 

Defender 

5 SHAUN PARTON 

Defender 

2 GARRY UPTON 

Defender 0 

7 SONNY SEVIN 

Midfielder 6 
5 


is 


12 ANTHONY CASSAR 
Midfielder 

15 MARC STERGIOPOULOS 
Midfielder 

14 VASKO TRPCEVSK! 
Midfielder 

8 JOHN WADDELL 
Midfielder 0 
11 LACHLAN ARMSTRONG 
Striker 

9 BRIAN BOTHWELL 
Striker 

3 CLAUDIO CANOSA 
Striker 

10 JOHN MARKOVSKI 


Striker 
6 PAUL DONNELLY 


16 ALEK DJORDJEVIC 
17CARLO VILLANI 
Striker 

18 FREDDY KRUYS 
Midfielder 

19GEORGE HANNAH 
Defender 3 


Oo 0 ON NGS Ww 


AT MITRE 10 STADIUM 
LIKELY LINE-UPS — ROUND 18 


MAIER JONES ROBERTS JENNINGS 


NAUMOV McQUARRIE MEREDITH LOWE 


ZINNI SMITH 


KARKALETSIS MCGEACHY PILLEMER EMMANUELLE 


DELLAROCCA TOMBOLATO KU 


Greg Blake: Pumas Anthony Raineri: Draw 
Alistair Russell: Breakers Roger Sleeman: Breakers 
Con Stavros: Draw Steve Copping: Draw 


MAUTONE 


DONNELLY PARTON DOUGLAS CANOSA 


TRPCEVSKI UPTON STERGIOPOULOS SEVIN 


MARKOVSKIL ARMSTRONG 


TRIMBOL! AWARITEFE 


BOUTSIANIS — VALKANIS POLAK GOUTZIOULIS 


DURAKOVIC } = MUSCAT 


ABSVW PREDICTS — 


— ABSW PREDICTS — 


Greg Blake: Blues Anthony Raineri:Blues 
Alistair Russell: Blues Roger Sleeman:Blues 
Con Stavros: Blues Steve Copping:Draw 
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20 ROBERT BRIAN 
Goalkeeper 

1JIM KOURTIS 
Goalkeeper 

15 ROBERT TOMBOLATO 
Defender 

5 PAUL DELLA ROCCA 
Defender 

4 ROBERT FERLA 
Defender 

STEPHEN MARLEY 
Defender 

10 RINO MINICHIELLO- 
Midfielder 

ROSS ALOISI 

8 ARCHIE MCGEACHY 
Midfielder 

12 SEB EMMANUELLE 
Midfielder 

7 JONATHAN PILLEMER 
Midfielder 

9 SASHA BECVINOVSKI 
Striker 

13 ANTHONY BUDINI 
Striker 

6 RANSFORD BANINI 
Midfielder 

2 ALEX KUZMANOVIC 
18 STEPHEN SMITH 
Striker 

11 ANDREW ZINNI 
Striker 

14 GEORGE KARKALETSIS 
IBRIO CAHUT 

CARLOS RETRE 

19 PAUL DONNELLY 
Defender 

JOE TRICARIO 


1 DEAN ANASTASIADIS POY 
Goalkeeper 

STEVE WARDLE 

Goalkeeper 0 
4 MEHMET DURAKOVIC 
Defender 7 
2 KEVIN MUSCAT 

Defender 4 
LEIGH TSOUMERKAS 
Defender 

IKE ALAGIOZIDIS 

Midfielder 0 
14 ANGIE GOUTZIOULIS 
Midfielder 5 
3 GARY HASLER 

Midfielder 0 
12 MIKE VALKANIS 0 
STEVE PANOPOULOS 
Midfielder 0 
5 JASON POLAK 

Midfielder 14 
13 PHIL STUBBINS 

Midfielder 1 
8 STEVE TASIOS 

Midfielder. 13 
6 PAUL WADE 

Midfielder 11 
11 FRANCIS AWARITEFE 
Striker 0 
10 CON BOUTSIANIS 

Striker 5 
7 PETER TSOLAKIS 

Striker 0 
9 PAUL TRIMBOLI 

Striker 6 
16 JOHN VERIKAKIS 

Striker 0 
ISALEXKIRATZOGLOU 0 


AT MELB CROATIAN SPORTS CENTRE 


20 FRANK JURIC = =POY 

Goalkeeper i) 

1 DAVID MILLER 

Goalkeeper 

3 FAUSTO DE AMICIS 

Defender 

6 ANDREW MARTH 

Defender 12 

5 VLADO VANIS 

Defender 0 

18 JOSIP BISKIC 

Midfielder 17 

11 VINKO BULJUBASIC 

Midfielder i) 

12 STEVE HORVAT 

Midfielder 2 

14 KRUNOSLAV RAZOV 

Midfielder tt) 
0 
4 


HORVAT 


VANIS D CERVINSKI DE AMICIS 


MARKOVSKI BISKIC TRAJCESVI 


ACERVINSKI 


KRSLOVIC 


2 MARK TALAJIC 

Midfielder 

7 ZORAN TRAJCEVSKI 
Midfielder 

8 DAMIAN VOJTEK 
Midfielder 

13 ADRIAN CERVINSKI 
Striker 

19 OLIVER PONDELJAK 
Striker 

9 MARK VIDUKA 

Striker 13 
40 MARK SILIC 

Striker 

4 DAVID CERVINSKI 

Utility 4 ABSW PREDICTS 
TRUORANMARKOVSKI | Greg Blake: Knights Anthony Raineri: Draw 
16 ANTE JURIC 0 Alistair Russell: Draw Roger Steeman: Knights 


Con Stavros: Draw Steve Copping: Crows 


OKON GIBSON —_-HRISTODOULOU 


POPOVIC KUPRESAK = ZDHILIC 


VIDMAR IVANOVIC TOBIN SHILLABEER 


ROBERT ZABICA POY 
ioalkeeper 
MILAN IVANOVIC 
Jefender 
DANIEL SABATINO 
Jefender 
7 JOEL MARINO 
Jefender 
4 PAUL SHILLABEER 
defender 
ALEXANDER TOBIN 
lefender 5 
TONY VIDMAR 
Jefender 
5 BRAD HASSELL 
Alidfield 
1 GORAN LOZANOVSKI 
fidfielder 10. 
2 SERGIO MELTA 
fidfielder 8 
CARLO TALLADIRA 
fidfielder 0 
MICHAEL REDA 
fidfielder 0 
0 
0 


o 


HASSELL LOZANOVSKI 


= 


MULLEN 


OLLERENSHAW COVENY 


LLOYD HORSLEY WHITE McFADDEN 


OSEPH BARBARO 

itriker 

O STEPHEN MAXWELL 
itriker 

“DAMIAN MORI 

itriker 10 
3 JOSEPH MULLEN 

itriker 

CARL VEART 

striker —ABSV/ PREDICTS —— 


0 
3 
6 JAMIE CARRENO 0 Greg Blake: Zebras Anthony Raineri: Zebras 
0 
0 


8 RENATO MUSOLINO Alistair Russell: Zebras Roger Sleeman: Zebras 
(AMIE PERIN Con Stavros: Zebras Steve Copping: Zebras 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS V SYDNEY UNITED 


20 TONY FRANKEN POY 


Goalkeeper 

1 ZELJKO KALAC 
Goalkeeper 

21 JOHN PEROSH 
Goalkeeper 

5 MARK BABIC 
Defender 


3 VELIMIR KUPRESAK 


Defender 

4 TONY POPOVIC 
Defender 

2 ROBERT STANTON 
Defender 

10 JOHN GIBSON 
Midfielder 


9 ERIC HRISTODOULOU 


Midfielder 

19 MIRKO JURILJ 
Midfielder 

6 TOM MILICEVIC 
Midfielder 

12 ANTE MORIC 
Midfielder 

13 KLAUS OKON 
Midfielder 

7IVAN PETKOVIC 
Midfielder 

14 MARIO JERMAN 
Striker 

8 TONY KRSLOVIC 
Striker 

16 MANIS LAMOND 


15 ANTE MILICIC 
18 MATTHEW ZEC 
11 DAVID ZDRILIC 


1BRETTHUGHES POY 


Goalkeeper 
SHAUN FREESTONE 


14 STEPHEN KRISHNA 


Midfielder 
2 MIKE GRBEVSKI 
Defender 


18 STEVEN FORSHAW 


Defender 

7 PAUL MCFADDEN 
Midfielder 

3 MICHAEL O'SHEA 

Defender 

4 CHARLIE YANKOS 
Defender 

ANTHONY SURJAN 
Midfield 

5 MARTIN BOURKE 

Midfield 


6 MATTHEW HORSLEY 


Midfield 

10 RICHARD LLOYD 
Midfield 

17 PEDRO RICOY 
Midfield 

13 DAVID THOMAS 
Midfield 

8 SASHO DIMOSKI 
Striker 


11 SCOTT OLLERENSHAW 


Striker 
9 DALE WHITE 
Striker 


12 VAUGHAN COVENY 


Striker 

19 ANTE ZIZIC 

16 STUART McLAREN 
15 [AN MORRIS 
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1 MARK SCHWARZER POY 

Goalkeeper 0 

TONY KOSTADINOVSKI 

Goalkeeper 

3 JP DE MARIGNY 

Defender 

2 GEORGE JOLEVSKI 

Defender 

14GARY VAN EGMOND 

Defender 

4 MATTHEW BINGLEY 

Midfielder 11 

10 STEVE CORICA 

Midfielder 21 

5 1AN GRAY 

Midfielder 4 

11 ANDREW HARPER 

Midfielder 0 

12 ANDREA ICARDI 

Midfielder 

6 BLAGOJA KULESK! 

Midfielder 1 

FABIO MACOLINO 

Midfielder 0 

15 TOMMY McCULLOCH 

Midfielder 

MICHAEL SMITH 

Midfielder 0 

13 UFUK TALAY 

Midfielder 3 

JONATHAN ANGELUCCI 

Striker 0 
3 


on fo 


7 GLENN JOHNSON 

Striker 

9 KIMON TALIADOROS 
Striker 1 


19 DARREN IOCCA 0 


1MCHATZITRIFONOS POY 
Goalkeeper 

4 DOUG HODGSON 

Defender 1 
3 ALAN SCOTT 

Defender 

2 GARY BRATTEN 
Midfielder 

7 BRIAN MACNICOL 
Midfielder 

12 THEO SELEMIDIS 
Defender 

11 NEMANJA OBRADOVIC 
Midfielder 1 
RICHARD WATSON 0 
13 PETER TIKTIKAKIS 
Midfielder 1 
9 DANNY GNUJIDIC 

Striker 0 
10 M MICHALAKOPOULOS 
Striker 

5 JOE PALATSIDES 

Striker 0 
15 ANDREW VLAHOS 

Striker 

14 GEORGE GEORGIADIS 
Utility 1 
6 GORAN NEGIC 

Midfielder 3 
16 MICHAEL PANOPOULOS 


om Oo Cf 


0 
47 TOM KARAPATSOS 0 
20 CON KARANIKOLOS 0] 
Goalkeeper 

5 STEVE IOSFIDES 1 
18 LEE TSOUMERKAS t) 
19 RICHARD WATSON 0 
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CCSL MATCH PREVIEW 


S 


AT MARCONI STADIUM 


KULESHI BINGLEY DE MARIGNY 1 MICHAEL GIBSON POY 
Goalkeeper 3 
20 GARY MEIER 
Goalkeeper 
ANDREW BERNAL 
Defender 
3 ELIAS AUGERINOS 
Detender 
2 DAVID BARRETT 
Defender 10 
14 JOSE MENDES 
Defender 
BRAD MALONEY 
Midfielder 
5 GEORGE SORRAS 
Defender 2 
13 TONY SPYRIDAKOS 
Defender 0 
4 ROBERT IRONSIDE 
Midfielder 
6 ANGELO PETRATOS 
Midfielder 0 
* 8 BRANKO MILOSEVIC 

“Midfielder 7 
F 12 PETER TSEKENIS 
AUGERINDS SPYRIDAKOS TSEKENIS BARRETT > Midfielder 

4 7 JOE CALETA 

Striker 5 
10 KRIS TRAJANOVSKI 
Striker B 
ABBAS SAAD 
Midfielder 0 
AYTEK GENC 
Midfielder 0 
9 IVAN KELIC 
Striker 3 
NORMAN TOME 
Utility é 


JOHNSON 


TALAY GRAY 


HARPER TALIADOROS 


TRAJANOVSKI 


KELIC 


MILOSEVIC PETRATOS MALONEY SORRAS 


ABSW PREDICTS — 
Greg Blake: Draw Anthony Raineri: Marconi 
Alistair Russell: Marconi Roger Sleeman: Marconi | 


Con Stavros: Marconi Steve Copping: Marconi | 


HODGSON 


SELEMIDIS 


1 CLINT BOLTON POY 
Goalkeeper 0 
20 GRAHAM ROSS 
Goalkeeper 0 
3 ALUN EVANS 

Defender 1 
18 STEIN GRODUM 
Defender 0 
5 STEVEN JACKSON 
Sweeper 3 
4 ALAN HUNTER 

Defender 15 
8 ANDREW STOWELL 
Defender 2 
14 SEAN CRANNEY 
Midfiele 0 
11 TROY CRANNEY 
Midfield 10 
17 BRADLEY DITTON 
Midfield 0 
16 KEVIN MEACOCK 
Midfielder 5 
7 GARY PHILLIPS 
Midfielder 2 
2 FRANK PIMBLETT 
Midfield 1 
15 CRAIG WILLIAMS 
Midfield Q 
10 DANIEL WRIGHT 
Midfielder 4 
6 DARREN HILLIER 

Striker 0 
9 ANDREW LEES 

Striker i) 
12 CHRIS SLATER 

Striker - 


GEORGIADIS IOSFIDES TIKTIKAKIS OBRADOVIC 


GNJIDIC MICHALOKOPOULOS 


WILLIAMS SLATER 


TCRANNEY PHILLIPS S CRANNEY WRIGHT 


HUNTER JACKSON STOWELL 


[_—~Bsw PREDICTS — 

Greg Blake: Strikers Anthony Raineri: Strikers 
Alistair Russell: Draw Roger Sleeman: Draw 
Con Stavros: Draw Steve Copping: Draw 
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+ RESULTS + 


ROUND 16 


Newcastle BHP (Bailey 23) 1 Marconi Academy 


(Harris 
12, 


10pen, 62) 2, Marconi Fairfield (Sharpe 
McGuire 27pen, locca 41, 69, 85) 5 


Parramatta Colts (Lester 31) 1, AIS 0 Sydney 


United 


(Graham 90) 1, Sydney Olympic Colts 


(Vezos 35, 70, Bakafoukas 47) 3 Queensland 
Academy (Evans 86) 1, Parramatta Eagies 


(Huxley 


28, og 37) 2 Sydney Olympic (Tome 41, 


Buonavoglia 58) 2, ACT Academy bye, 


Wollongong City bye. 


ROUND 7 DEFERRED MATCH 


Woll 


City (Surjan 68) 1 AIS (Aybutt 28) 1. 


+ FIXTURES + 


Jan 26 AIS v Parramatta Colts, 

AIS Athletic Field 5.00 pm. 

Qid Academy v Marconi, 
Perry Park 5.00 pm. 

Wollongong C. v Parramatta Eagles, 
Brandon Pk 5.30 pm. 

ACT Academy v Olympic, 

AIS Athletic Field 7.00 pm. 


Sydney (Pans v Syd Olympic Colts, TBA. 
ja 


in 29 ACT Academy v Newcastle, 
AIS Athletic Field 5.00 pm. 
Marconi v Sydney Olympic, 
Marconi Stadium 5.30 pm. 


AIS v Qid Academy, AIS Athletic Field 7.00 pm. 


Parramatta v Sydney United, 
Melita Stadium 4.30 pm. 
Jan 30 Parramatta v Marconi, 
Melita Stadium 4.30 pm, 
Olympic Colts v Wollongong C., 
Leichhardt Oval 4.30 pm. 


Sydney United 
Sydney Olympic 
Parramatta Eag. 


Newcastle BHP 


Marconi 
Als 
Wollongong 


Marconi Ac. 


Olympic Colts 


QAS 


Pw oD 


L 
141172 
2 


138 
135 
135 
145 
95 
City 124 
135 


134 


Parramatta C. 


ACTIS 


LEADING GOALSCORERS 


Ziatko 


Zeljko 


Mario Jermen 


Jerom: 


Darren locca 


Colin Luff 


Evang 


Mihljovic Marconi-Fairtield 11 
Babic Sydney United 10 
Sydney United 9 
y Harris Marconi Academy 
Marconi-Fairfield 
Wollongong City 


jelos Petratos Syd Olympic 


Peter Vezos Sydy Olyme Colts 


Harry 


James Newcastle BHP 


Lawrie McKinna Newcastle BHP 


Stuart McLaren Wollongong City 


ZELJKO BABIC 


(SYDNEY UNITED) 


DATE OF BIRTH: 3.4.76 
PREVIOUS CLUB/S: None. 
POSITION: Striker/midfield 


AGE STARTED PLAYING: 6 with Canly Heights 


Cobras 


MOST ADMIRED OVERSEAS PLAYERS: Zvober 


Boban, Ruud Gullit 


MOST ADMIRED LOCAL PLAYERS: Ante Mili- 


cic, Manis Lamond, Tony Popovic 


BIGGEST INFLUENCES: Lee Sterrey, my father 
GREATEST SKILL: Sharpness on the ball and my 


ball control 


WHAT SKILL DO YOU NEED WORK ON? 
Everything, you can never be perfect 
FAVOURITE FOOD: McDonald’s 


SSG Retire rich! 
Ziatko. 


HOBBIES: Golf, tennis and doing things with my mate 


Derek Poimer 


Josip Skoko 


Gianpaulo Buonavoglia 


Sydney Olympic 


Sydney Olympic 
AIS 


eljko Babic has been with Sydney 

inited for seven years where up 
until last year he played as an out- 
and-out striker. However, to develop 
him as a more well rounded player, 
coach Lee Sterrey plays Babic behind 
the two main strikers in an attacking 
midfield role. 

Babic is thriving in this role as his 
distribution, general technique and 
ball control allows him to be very 
creative in attack, making 
goalscoring opportunities for team- 
mates and his own goalscoring touch 
has not been curbed with 10 goals 
already this season. 


MARCONI 2 
NEWCASTLE 1 


BY SARAH CLARRY 


The Marconi Academy finally proved they 
have real substance last Friday night when 
they emphatically defeated the more fancied 
Newcastle youth team 2-1. 

The Academy are proving to be 
something of a hoodoo team for Newcastle, 
as they also defeated them at home in the 
first round, 

Newcastle did show signs of their usual 
selves from time to time, 

Adam Routledge was in form-he made 
some effective runs and did much of the 
providing from his position on the right 
flank. 

However, they never fully recovered from 
Marconi's early displays of aggression and 
were ultimately punished for their failure to 
capitalise on the few real chances they 
created, 

In the second half as in the first, Marconi 
applied the pressure right from the outset. 

Marconi’s winner came on the hour when 
a free kick from Michael Kladis found 
Jeremy Harris and his header gave Angelov 
no chance, 

Academy coach Rick Budini said that 
without any first team players Newcastle 
weren't so intimidating, and that the result 
wasn’t a surprise to him. 

“All the boys are very young, 15 or 16,” 
Budoni said. “When they come up against 
first team players with more experience, 
they tend to strugge, but today they showed 
what they are capable of. 

NEWCASTLE: S. Angelov, A. Routledge, 
M. Wilson, M. Auston, R. Smith, G. Moore, 
W. Bailey (Doherty 75m), T. Dewhurst, R. 
Middleby, D. Sharpe (McIlroy ht), J. 
McDermott. 

MARCONI: L, Pogliacomi, R. Duric, E. 
Riley, R. Gomez (Cetincic 72m), N. 
Bosevski, D. Escovar, J. Harris, D. 
McDonald, I. Pollari, M. Kalidis, M. Gajic. 
REFEREE; Peter Kennelly. 

YELLOW CARD: 31st minute McDermott- 
Newcastle 57th Middleby-Newcastle, 62th 
Moore-Newcastle, 


YOUTH LEAGUE ROUND-UP 
BY PETER KONSTO 


After a couple of unlucky and 
disappointing games, the Sydney Olympic 
Colts at last had something to smile about 
with their 3-1 home victory over the 
Queensland Academy on Saturday. 

‘The Olympic Colts finally displayed some 
of the one-touch football that they are 
becoming renowned for with senior squad 
member Derek Poimer and the youngsters, 
Angelo Botzolis and Ben Willard playing 
prominent roles throughout the match, 

Ir was indeed Poimer who through his 
sheer strength and skill on the ball found 
himself carving up the Academy defence with 
deft jinks and by simply bouncing off tackles. 

All of Olympic’s goals came via “assists” 
from Poimer as all resulted from his good 
work after he’d beat defenders, take the ball 
to the by-line and whip over crosses or cut 
the ball back.Olympic opened the scoring in 
the 35th minute through Peter Vezos who 
after running in from deep, collected a 
Poimer cross to shoot past the despairing 
QAS keeper for a 1-0 Olympic lead at 
halftime.The Colts continued where they left 
off in the first half and Soc Bakafoukas got 
their second in the 47th minute, shooting in 
from a most acute angle.Vezos completed 
the scoring for Olympic with his second of 
the game, collecting a ball cut back to him 
from Poimer on the by-line. 

Vezos controlied the accurate pass, beat 
two defenders and easily: evaded the keeper 
to secure the three points for Olympic. 

The QAS struck back with a late 
consolation goal by A Evans in the 80th 
minute.Olympic colts coach, Chris Karantzis 
was pleased with his teams performance 
especially considering their bad run of late, 


NATIONAL YOU 


SPOTLIGHT GAME 


LEAGUE 


“we've had a number of injuries to key 
players and some horrific refereeing 
decisions going against us in the last couple 
of weeks. A win like this helps make up for 
those sort of things, especially when the guys 
play so well, and when one considers that 
many are still 15 years old, things are 
looking bright for Olympic’s future,” he said, 

Marconi-Fairfield picked up three vital 
competition points with an emphatic 5-1 
victory over the Parramatta Colts at 
Marconi Stadium on Saturday, 

The backbone of the victory was a 
hattrick by Darren locca whose dynamic 
finishing punished the Colts’ defence for the 
amount of time and space they allowed their 
opponents throughout the game. 

All of Marconi’s goals were the result of 
great team-work which saw all players 
supporting the ball carrier, pushing the ball 
into space and retain possession well. 
Marconi opened the scoring in the the 13th 
minute through Christian Sharp who finished 
off in fine style after some great lead-up 
work by the Marconi midfield. 

Marconi increased their lead thirteen 
minutes later through Liam McGuire who 
again converted the fine attacking work of 
his team-mates, 

Against the run of play, Parramatta Colts 
player Kevin Lester gave his team some 
hope of salvaging something from the game 
when he scored in the 31st minute. 

However, Darren locca gave his team 
that vital two goal halftime cushion with his 
goal in the 41st minute. 

Marconi came out and dominated the 
second half which definitely belonged to 
Tocca who completed his hattrick with strikes 
in the 69th and 85th minutes to put him 
amongst the leading goal scorers in the 
Northern Division of the CCYL. 

Having just played a gruelling four games 
in seven days, the AIS went down at home 
0-1 to the current league leaders, Sydney 
United in Canberra on Saturday, 

The deadlock was finally broken in the 
90th minute when a defensive mix-up 
allowed United’s Danny Graham to make a 
20 metre run into the box. 

His initial shot was saved by Danny 
Molosevic however, the ball rebounded to 
Chad Gibson who calmly passed ball back to 
Graham to easily slot the ball home, 

With the AIS having just received a new 
intake of scholarship holders (13 out of their 
full squad of 18), they are bound to improve 
once the new players settle in and their 
match schedule comes back to some 
semblance of normality. 

Ina vital clash at Melita stadium, the 
Parramatta Eagles and Sydney Olympic 
shared the spoils with an entertaining 2-2 
draw on Sunday. 

Parramatta controlled the game in the 
first half and it was during this period that 
their good play saw them net both their 
goals. 

‘The first was scored by Eagles’ defender, 
Mark Huxley. In a series of continuous 
attacks, the Eagles sent in cross after cross, 
Tt was during one of these attacks that a poor 
clearance by an Olympic defender saw the 
ball bob up in the box for Huxley and be 
spectacularly lobbed by Steve Tolios in the 
Olympic goal.More Eagles pressure resulted 
in their second goal. A cross by Tom 
Haythornwaite took a wicked deflection 
from an Olympic defender in the 37th 
minute.However, just before halftime, a 35 
metre free kick was beautifully struck by 
Olympic’s Norm Tome which went in off the 
post for a 2-1 scoreline at the break.Both 
Norm Tome and John Buonavoglia did most 
of the damage for Olympic and it was indeed 
Buonavoglia who got the equaliser. The goal 
was in keeping with the Buonavoglia style of 
play as his dose control and dribbling at full 
pace payed the dividends Olympic were 
hoping for. He beat two defenders in the box 
and easily rounded the keeper to tap the ball 
home in the 58th minute.Buonavoglia found 
himself with numerous opportunities to wir 
the game for Olympic with a couple 
wayward shots in the 75th and 77th minut 
which he should of perhaps converted. Both 
the ACT Acad and Woll City had byes, 
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+ RESULTS * 


ROUND 16 


Saturday January 22 
Morwell Falcons (Nilo, Schembri, Waddell) 
3 Albion (Kalayci) 1. 
Sunday 23 January 1994 
Brunswick Pumas 
‘South Melbourne 
(Sasso) (Anthopoulos) 


(Liparotto) (Prinsen) 
‘Sunshine George Cross 
‘Springvale City 
(Tsirtsakis) (Rosa, Spina) 


vis 
Melbourne Knights 
(Lazarevski 2, (Stolica) Pondeljak, 
Sterjovski) 
Heidelberg Utd 4 
1 


North Geelong 
(Curcija 2, Peppas 2) (Colak) 


+ LEADING + 
GOALSCORERS 


Michael Curcija_ —_ Heidelberg United 16 


Ivan Skoko North Geelong 15 
Theo Mihaloglou South Melbourne 15 
Vaughan Coveney Melbourne Knights 12 
Carlo Villani Morwell Falcons 12 
Nick Lazarevski VIS 

Joe Tricarico vis 

Steve Bogdanovski Altona Gate 

Daniel Genovese Brunswick Pumas 
Antonio Napolitano Doncaster rovers 
Steve Panopoulos South Melbourne 


John Verikakis South Melbourne 


+ TABLE + 


PWODLF APts 
Sth Melbourne 16 12 3 1 5016 39 
vis 16 120 4 4422 36 
Heidelberg 16111 4 421934 
Brunswick 1610 1 5 4318 31 
Morwell 16 8 1 7 442825 
Melbourne K. 16 6 4 6 3230 22 
Bulleen 15 6 4 2018 21 
Preston 16 5 6 2629 20 
Nth Geelong 16 2 8 284120 
AltonaGate 16 6 0 1031 42 18 
Springvale Cityi6 5 2 9 1949 17 
Albion 16 1 1125 44 13 
Sunshine GC 16 3 3 102650 12 
Doncaster 15 3 101842 9 
NB 3 points for a win. 


+ FIXTURES *«- 


Round 17 


nNnwOFraana ia D 


Wednesday January 26 
South Melbourne v Doncaster Rovers 
(4pm, Middle Park) 
Melbourne Knights v Heidelberg United 
(4pm, Somers Street) 

Preston v VIS (4pm, Connor Reserve) 
Springvale City v Altona Gate (7pm, Ross 
Reserve) 

Albion v Sunshine GC (4pm, Selwyn Park) 
Bulleen v Morwell Falcons (4pm, Veneto 
Club) 

North Geelong v Brunswick Pumas (3pm, 
Elcho Park) 


Round 18 


Saturday January 29 
Morwell Falcons v South Melbourne 
(4.30pm, Morwell Falcons Park) 


Sunday January 30 
Doncaster Rovers v Brunswick Pumas. 
(4pm, Anderson Park) 
Sunshine George Cross v Bulleen (4pm, 
Chaplin Reserve) 

Altona Gate v Albion (6pm, Paisley Park) 
VIS v Springvale City (4pm, Paisley Park) 
Heidelberg United v Preston (4pm, 
Olympic Village) 

Melbourne Knights v North Geelong (4pm, 
Somers Street) 


MIJO TRUPKOVIC 


NAME: Mijo Trupkovic 


DATE OF BIRTH: 21st June 1977 


PRESENT CLUB: North Geelong 
PREVIOUS CLUBS: None 
POSITION: Striker 


HONOURS: Western Region Under {2 and 13, Victorian training squad. 


GREATEST INFLUENCE: My Dad 


GREATEST SKILL: Shooting and taking on players. 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO WORK ON; My use of my head (in both senses) 
AMBITION: To play senior soccer for North Geelong as soon as possible and 
then perhaps aim for the National Soecer League. 

COACHING TIP: Listen to experienced coaches not the crowd. When you 


decide what is right, do it. 


striker will terrorise many defences this season. 
plays a mean game of Australian Rules Football. 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE + NATIONAL YOU 


Mijo Trupkovic has been a regular top scorer for each of the North Geelong 
junior teams he has played for and he is now second to Ivan Skoko among North’s 
* Youth League marksmen. Already impressing senior coaches the determined 
An all-round sportsman, Mijo 
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+ Atlas MATCHES 


BY ROY HAY 


BRUNSWICK PUMAS 1 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 1 


In searing heat at the Croatian 
Sports Centre the Brunswick Pumas 
and league leader South Melbourne 
played a 1-1 draw. 

If the Pumas had taken a quarter of 
their chances it would have been a 
landslide but Daniel Genovesi in 
particular had one of those days when 
the shots went narrowly past, or the 
keeper, Mike Utting was in brilliant 
form. 

He did beat Utting with a 
spectacular overhead volley only to be 
deemed offside. 

Tt was that kind of day. Brunswick’s 
goal came after Genovesi broke from 
midfield and laid the ball into the path 
of the overlapping Mauro Sasso who 
cut in to beat the keeper. 

As usually happens when it is 
behind, South Melbourne pushed Con 
Anthopoulos forward for the last 
twenty minutes, and the move paid off 
when he headed in a corner kick and 
Peter Pergaminos on the Pumas goal 
line could not keep it out. 


Preview of 
Rounds Seventeen 
and Eighteen 


There will be a full round of matches 
tomorrow on the Australia Day 
holiday with the clash between the 
Melbourne Knights and Heidelberg 
United at the Croatian Sports Centre 
being the.most vital. The Knights 
thust win if it is to have any chance of 
making the top four. South Melbourne 
should account for Doncaster Rovers, 
the VIS, with several Preston players 
in the line-up may down Preston at 
Connor Reserve. All the other 
matches will be very close, and four 
draws would not surprise. 

On Saturday in Round 18, Morwell 
Falcons entertains South Melbourne 
and with both clubs in top form this 
should be a great game to wateh. The 
Falcons might just inflict its second 
defeat of the season on the leader. The 
other winners on Sunday may be the 
Pumas at Doncaster, Bulleen at 
George Cross, Altona Gate at home to 
Albion, the VIS over Springvale and 
Heidelberg United against Preston. In 


ME 


the Croatian derby, the Knights may 
just be too strong for North Geelong. 


ROUND-UP 

Morvwell Falcons had a comfortable 
three-one win over Albion in the 
Latrobe Valley. Juan Nilo continued 
his scoring run with the opener after 
28 minutes and Simon Schembri made 
it two a couple of minutes later. Khan 
Kelayci pulled a goal back for Albion, 
but John Waddell returning after 
injury and having a run with the youth 
team scored the clincher after seventy 
minutes. 

The VIS demolished the Melbourne 
Knights by four goals to one at 
Paisley Reserve. Nick Lazarevski was 
chief destroyer with two goals and it 
might have been a hattrick when he 
was upended on a scoring run, 
Tesulting in a red card to the Knights’ 
Zoran Kostovski. 

Tom Pondeljak opened the scoring 
for the VIS and Chris Sterjovski 
tounded it off, with Luciano Stolica 
Teplying for the Knights. 

Heidelberg United beat North 
Geelong by the same score after 
dominating the first half, with two 
goals to George Peppas and one to 
Michael Curcija. 

North fought back in the second 
half and Mio Trupkovic hit the bar 
with a header before Curcija made 
certain with his second goal. 

Ivan Colak volleyed home a David 
Filipovic cross for North, 

Doncaster Rovers led Bulleen by a 
Robert Liparotta goal till the second 
half when Jame Prinsen grabbed the 
equaliser. 

Sunshine George Cross was even 
closer to victory over Springvale City 
after Arthur Tsirtsakis put it ahead just 
before the break. 

But with five minutes to play 
Adrian Rosa equalised and Tony Spina 
buried a last minute penalty. 

The Macedonian derby at Paisley 
Reserve was a great advertisement for 
the game with Altona Gate getting up 
by two goals to one, all scored in the 
first half, against Preston, 

Andrew Bozinov of Altona and 
Alex Nikolov of Preston exchanged 
goals in the 29th minute, then Henry 
Velkovski scored what turned out to 
be the winner three minutes later. 

There was tots of action thereafter 
but no more goals. 


NYL Southern Division action 
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Youth League 1 


BY ROY HAY 


re National Youth 
League has come in for 
ome severe criticism in 
ecent weeks from coaches 
ind media people. Much of it 
3 indirect, in the form of an 
irgument that Coca-Cola 
Soccer League clubs do not 
vave any depth. 

Once they go outside the 
first 11 or 13 players the 
quality drops away and so 
the clubs have to turn 
elsewhere for players when 
they are in trouble. 

Even the successful clubs, 
like South Melbourne, are 
said to lack adequate 
replacements if the stars are 
injured or suspended. 

Socceroo skipper Paul 
Wade remarked on 
television recently about 
“unknowns sitting on the 
bench”. 

As someone who has 
probably watched as many 
Youth League games over 
the past few years as anyone 
else in Australia, I want to 
advance a constructive 
response. The first point to 
make is that if there is a gap 
in standard between the 
Youth League and the CCSL 
then it will be at its widest in 
the first half of the 1993-4 
season when the age group 
for the Youth League has 
just been dropped by two 
years in synchronisation with 
qualifying date for the next 
FIFA World Youth 
Championship. 

This means that seven- 
elevenths of the players in 
the Youth League are 
currently under 18, and 
many of them are only 16. 
Nowhere in the world do 
Under 18s make up more 
than a tiny fraction of the 
Premier League teams of 
soccer playing countries. 

Next season the age-group 


Life in the youth team 


has launched a blistering campaign 
against CCSL coaches, who he 
believes are not giving youth 


BY ROGER SLEEMAN 


does not change, so these 
players will all still be 
eligible for the Youth League 
and will have a year’s 
experience to draw on, 

Is there such a gap in 
standard between the best 
players in the youth league 
and the seniors? The 
evidence on this is not so 
clear cut as the critics 
suggest. 

Last year Drago Sekularac 
was forced by circumstances 
to draft in four or five Youth 
League players to enable 
Heidelberg United to field a 
team in the National Cup 
final. 

The young players did not 
let the club down. They fired 
again when used recently as 
substitutes. Mirko Bazic has 
drawn heavily on the 
Melbourne Knights youth 
squad to take his team to the 
top of the CCSL ladder at the 
half-way stage. Vinko 
Buljubasic, Damien Vojtek 
and Mark Viduka have come 
straight from the Youth 
League. 

The reconstruction of an 
ageing Knights team, which 
was begun by Branko Culina 
during his brief spell as 
coach, is now being 
completed, with the imports 
being limited to Victorian 
Premier League players 
Fausto de Amicis from 
Brunswick last season and 
the Cervinski brothers and 
Steve Horvat from North 
Geelong (about whom more 
later), plus Zoran 
Markovski, whom Bobby 
McLachlan spotted playing 
for Albion in the Vic Health 
Youth League and Zoran 
‘Trajcevski from Preston. 

In Sydney, Manfred 
Schaefer has adopted a 
similar policy at United and 
Frank Arok has reinforced 
and extended an excellent 
system. of youth 
development put in place by 


Unknowns: Paul Wade's comments highlighted the perceived lack of depth at Middle 
Park. But Is the National Youth League to blame? 


Berti Mariani and his 
colleagues at Marconi. 

Where local youth players 
are not being used 
successfully by clubs the 
reason often lies in the 
timidity and conservatism of 
the senior coaches, or the 
club committees behind 
them, who cling to the belief 
that an imported former star 
will somehow work a miracle 
for the club. 

The spending of money 
‘on such imports shows that 
the club is serious, whereas it 
would be better spending 
some of that money on 


administrators don’t encourage 
the senior coach to develop youth 
at the top level, which may 


bolstering its youth policy. 
National Youth Coach Les 
Scheinflug may be seen as 
having an axe to grind but 
his plea to CCSL coaches to 
give their own youth players 
a chance, particularly those 
who are coming through the 
Institutes and the National 
Talent Identification 
schemes into the Joeys and 
Young Socceroo squads, is 
certainly valid. 

What can be done to raise 
the standard in the Youth 
League? One answer is to 
ensure that the right kind of 
senior players only are 


count themselves extremely 
fortunate to have the services of 
Katholos to develop the potential 


chosen to play in the Youth 


ue. 

T remember in 1990 when 
Geelong City came up 
against a Melbourne Croatia 
team which included Branko 
Milosevic, Vlado Vanis, just 
off the plane from Canada, 
Francis Awaratife, Mark 
Silic and Joe Bacak. Croatia 
won 4-0 but gave its three 
votes for the match to 
"keeper Joe Rados! 

‘What 1 will always cherish 
about that game was Francis 
Awaratife encouraging and 
coaching all the younger 
players in his own team and 


having the time and breadth 
of vision to advise the 
Geelong City centre half who 
was trying to kick lumps out 
of him. 

That young player learned 
more in 90 minutes than in 
any other dozen games. T 
have seen Paul Donnelly, 
John Waddell and Sean 
Parton perform similar roles 
when asked to play in the 
Youth League. Many others 
simply go through the 
motions to the detriment of 
the team. 

The youth team also needs 
to be seen as an integral part 
of the development policy of 
the club. Sometimes clubs, in 
their ceaseless struggle to 
raise funds, allow the youth 
team to be used as a way of 
ensuring that the sons of 
sponsors get a game for their 
favourite club. 

Alternatively youth teams 
are treated as something 
foisted on the club by the 
CCSL, an extra burden, with 
lip service only paid to the 
development of the young 
talent. 

It is always a problem for 
clubs when the success of the 
senior side is paramount. 
Resources used for youth can 
be seen as a diversion from 
more immediate needs. 

I suspect that the main 
problems lies not in the Youth 
League, but in what happens to 
players when they reach the 
age of 19. In South Australia 
they have an Under 23 league 
which apparently works very 
well. The majority of the 
players of the West Adelaide 
team which won the National 
Youth League in 1993, had 
been performing in that Under 
23 competition after the 
completion of the attenuated 
SA National Youth League 
competition. 

Such an age-restricted 
competition allows the over- 
19s to progress without being 


CCSL NEWS 
n crisis? 


lost to their clubs. 

Some National League clubs 
have informal arrangements 
with clubs in state Premer and 
lower divisions, as for example 
the Melbourne Knights and 
North Geelong, from where 
three of the current first team 
have recently come, 

Would it be sensible to 
formalise such relationships so 
that young players could have 
a season or two in the Premler 
League before rejoining the 
CCSL? 

The advantages for the 
CCSL club would include 
keeping tabs on the progress 
of their players, ensuring 
known coaching skills were 
applied, and the fact that the 
players were gaining senior 
experience. For the lower 
club there would be a 
guaranteed supply of 
youthful talent at regular 
intervals, at the price of 
losing them again when they 
graduated to the CCSL. 

But they would be 
replaced in turn. For the 
players the benefit of senior 
matches, rather than over- 
age appearances in the 
Youth League, would be the 
attraction, plus a higher 
level of remuneration. 
Something akin to his has 
operated in the New South 
Wales State Leagues but 
perhaps it needs wider 
consideration. 

Everyone who has 
watched the progress of 
Australian soccer in recent 
years has praised the youth 
development side. The 
National Youth League 
ought to have a central part 
in that process, but it should 
not be subject to 
unreasonable expectations, 
and there ought to be a 
planned progression beyond 
it to senior level if Australia 
is to benefit from the 
brilliant crop of young talent 
it is producing. 


involve some form of risk, the 
opportunities for our young 
players will be limited. 

The Youth League match 
between Sydney Olympic and the 
Newcastle Breakers saw two of 
the top sides in this year’s 
National Youth League. 

At the start of the game there 
wouldn’t have been more than 
100 spectators at the ground, 
hardly the kind of atmosphere to 
inspire players to great heights. 

However, in contrast to many 
matches in the CCSL this year, 
where safety first tactics have 
feigned supreme, despite the 
incentive of three points for a 
win, players form both teams 
showed a willingness to get 
forward in numbers and play 
attacking football. 

In the case of Sydney Olympic, 
it was hardly surprising the way 
they played, when you remember 
that coach Peter Katholos was 
one of the greatest attacking 
players ever produced in the 
country. Yet, despite their 
= tremendous workrate, the Sydney 

Olympic players have a long way 
to go to reach the creative skill 


players a chance to progress 
through the ranks. 

Unfortunately, while coaches 
prefer to rely on seasoned 
campaigners at the expense of 
youth, merely to guarantee an 
extension of their employment, 
the situation will not change 
drastically. 

Furthermore, where the club 


of the young players, and in 
Bobby Knezevic, a lightning fast 
wide player, who scored a 
magnificent goal in Olympic’s 4-3 
win, and midfielder Steve 
Kapsalis, he has two players with 
considerable talent. 

Unfortunately, striker John 
Bounavoglia was carrying an 
injury, but Katholos is working 
very hard to improve the 
technical ability and tactical 
awareness of this speedy 
youngster. 

One would have to be blind not 
to notice the talent of the 
Breakers’ central striker, Robert 
Middleby, who scored a hat-trick 
in the match. Hopefully a lot will 
be seen of this player in the near 
future as he has speed, strength 
and a great eye for goal. 

When the first grade played you 
knew seven goals wouldn't be 
scored but the fact the senior 
players appear to think faster, 
tells you much about the gap 
between youth football and the 
senior grade. 

The message is clear: clubs 
must commit more time and 
resources to allow more youth 
players the opportunity to play 
senior football, 


| youth team player 
dreams of the day when the 
senior coach will select him in the 
first team. 

For every young player who 
makes the top grade, there'll be 
ten who'll live with the knowledge 
of what might have been. 

Socceroo Youth coach, les 
Scheinflug, in the last few weeks 


levels of the great Kat. 


However, Sydney Olympic can Peter Tsekenis: Young Socceroo headed for Greece? 
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WORLD NEWS 


|' WORLD RESULTS & TABLES 


ENGLISH FA CUP 


— January 18 — 
Third Round 
LUton «...0.eese0ee 1 Southend .....0. 
(Telfer 50th minute) Attendance 
7,953. (Luton play Newcastle) 
Third Round Replays 
Stoke .. 
(Chenoweth 90th) (Regis 5th, 
57th, Cranson 38th, Orlygsson 
83rd). 6,213. (Stoke away to Old- 
bam) 

Carlisle ..,....... 0 Sunderland ....1 
(Howey 101st) - after extra time. 
13,200. (Sunderland away to 
Wimbledon) 

Ipswich ..........2 Swindon ....... 1 
(Stockwell 44th, Marshall 107th) 
(Fjortoft 75th) - after extra time. 
90 minutes 1-1. 12,796. 

Port Vale ........ 1 South! ......... 0. 
(Siaven 48th) 12,042. (Port Vale 
at home to Wolves) 
Division Three 
Mansfield........2 Hereford........1 
ENGLISH FA CUP 
— January 19 — 


Third Round 
Bristol City ....1. Liverpool...... 1 
(Allison 72nd minute) 
(Rush 60th). 
Attendance 21,718. 

Replay on Tuesday, January 25th. 
Third round replays 
Chelsea . .4 Barnet . 
(Burley 29th, Peacock 44th, sei 

48th, Shipperley 76th) 16,209. 
Everton ... -2 Bolton .........3 
(Barlow 28th, 46th) (McGinlay 
51st, Stubbs 82nd, Coyle 100th) - 
after extra time. 90 minutes 2-2. 
34,642. 
Middlesbrough....1 Cardiff 
(Kavanagh 89th) (Stant 10th, 
Blake 116th) - after extra time. 
90 mins 1-1. 10,769. 
Not Forest Sheff Wed 
(Pearce 46th, Bart-Williams 
54th). 25,268. 
Portsmouth ....1 Blackburn .... 3 
(McLoughlin 73rd) (Shearer 
44th, May 68th, Wilcox 78th). 
23,035. 
Tottenham....... 1 Peterbor...... 1 
(Barmby 12th) (Charlery 24th) - 
after extra time. 90 mins 1-1. 
Tottenham won 5-4 on penalties. 
24,893. 


SCOTLAND 
— January 18 — 


Division One 
Airdrieonians..0 Hamilton ... 
2 Clydebank. 
2 Dunfermline 


Dumbarton. 
Falkirk ... 


St Mirren 


Division Two 
.-2 East Fife......... 
1 Queen South. 
Cowdenbeath...1 Forfar .. 
Stenhousemuir 3 Montrose. 
INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLY 
— January 19 — 
Spain .. .2 Portugal... 
Scorers: Spain: Julio Salinas 
(43rd minute), Juanele Castano 
(77th) 
Portugal: Juan Lopez (own-goal, 
73rd), Oceano Cruz, (penalty, 
83rd) 
Attendance: 32,000 
AFRICAN CHAMPIONSHP 
— January 19 — 
Express (Uganda) 
Young Africans (Tanzania) 


0 
z 


(after extra time. Express won 
penalty shootout 5-4 and meets 
Al-Merreikh of Sudan in the 
final this Thursday). 
INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLY 
— January 19 — 
Tunisia... .-2 Netherlands....2 
Scorers: Tunisia - Fawzi Rouissi 
(11th minute), Ayadi Hamrouni 
Goth) 
Netherlands - Frank Rijkaard 
Gist), Ronald Koeman (55th) 
Attendance: 40,000 


SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
— January 19 — 
1 St Johnstone...1 


Raith 


AFRICAN RESULTS 


— January 20 — 

Young Africans of Tanzania beat 
Shanigani of Zanzibar 2-1 in 
Khartoum. They took third place 
in the East and Central African 
Club Championship, which is 
being played in Sudan. 


INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLY 
— January 19 — 
Mexico ............1 Bulgaria... 


Scorers: Mexico-Carlos Hermosil- 

lo G3rd) 

Bulgaria-Krassimir Balakov ( 

78th). Attendance: 56,222. 
INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLY 

— January 22 — 

Switzerland.....1 United States ..1 

Scorers: Switzerland - Sebastien 

Fournier (64th minute) 

United States - own goal (88th) 

Attendance: 10,173 


FRENCH CUP — 1ST ROUND 


— January 22 — 
Vaulx-en-Velin.0 Nantes ... Ez 
Ales .... Perpignan ......1 
Saint-Leu.. Metz Al 
Guingamp 2 
(after extra time) 

Forbach... cil 


(after extra time) 


Le Havre .. 
Carquefou 
Laval. 
Brive 


(after extra time) 
(Marseille won 4-2 on penalties) 
Bourges .....-.--..! 0 Chatellerault ..0 
(after extra time) 

(Chatellerault won 6-5 
on penalties) 


Pontivy 


Pau... 1 Saint iene 3 


{after extra time) 

(Pau won 4-3 on penalties) 
Saint-Malo.......! 0 Montpellier ....0 
(after extra time) 
(Montpellier won 4-3 
on penalties) 


Gfter extra time) 
pesecens sey 1 Valenciennes ..1 
(after extra time) 
(Valenciennes won 4-3 

on penalties) 


Viry-Chatillon .0 Libourn: 
DUTCH RESULTS 


— January 22 — 
PSV Eind......... 1 SC Heere........ 1 
C Leevwaarden 3 FC Volendam..1 


DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 
Ajax Ams 1815 2 151 1032 
F Rotterdam 1813 4 1 39 1330 
Vitesse Arnh 1913 2 4 45 1528 
PSV Eindhov 2010 7 3 36 1827 
Roda JC Kerke1710 3 4 28 1723 
Willem II Tilb19 9 3 7 33 2221 


PORTUGAL FIRST DIVISION 


Benfica 1611 4 1 36 1626 
Porto 179 6 227 1024 
Sporting 1610 3 3 26 1123 
Boavista 169 2 526 1520 
Guimaraes 157 4 414 9 18 
Gil Vicente 166 6 4 18 2018 
Salgueiros 158 1 6 24 2317 
Estrela Amad 166 5 5 18 1417 
Maritimo 166 5 5 22 2117 
Pacos Ferreiral6 5 5 6 14 1815 
Belenenses 166 3 7 18 2215 
Farense 167 0 9 20 2814 
Beira Mar 164 3 9111711 
Braga 163 5 811 1811 
Uniao Madeiral6 4 3 917 2511 
Famalicao 164 3 912 3011 
Setubal 154 2 9 23 2310 
Estoril 162 4108 27 8 
ENGLISH PREMIER peAC 
Arsenal -1 Oldham... 


Chelsea 
Coventry... 


-1 Aston Villa 
.0 QPR. 


Ipswich 0 Wimbledon ....0 
Liverpool 2 Man City . 

Man United .....1 Everton... | 
Newcastle 1 Southampton..2 
Sheff Wed 3Sheff United ....1 
Swindon . 4 
Blackbura 


W. Ham v Norwich (played Mon) 


DIVISION ONE 
Birmingham....0 Sunderland ....0 
Bristol City .....0 Notts County ..2 
Charlton .........2 Barnsley. 
Crystal Palace..2 Leicester 
2 Derby 
Middlesbrough.1 Watford . 
Portsmouth .....0 Peterborough 
1 Grimsby. 
1 Oxford 
0 Millwall .. 
2 Tranmere 
.0 Wolver... 


Bolton... 
Nott Forest 


SChoLNNH 


DIVISION TWO 


Blackpool 
Bournemouth ..1 
Bradford ... 
Brentford. .1 Hartlepool. 
Cambridge Utd 2 Wrexham . 
Cardiff. 


Bristol Rovers 1 


Plymouth .. 

Reading... é 
Rotherham Leyton Orient. 
Stockport . Brighton ........ 0 


DIVISION THREE 
Carlisle .. 
Chester 
Chesterfield 
Doncaster 
Gillingham. 


a cn rae ie Mi redfng peed reo HSzREl Rey PR EN Saat 56 . en 


Aberdcen.. 
Celtic 


0 Rangers... 


0 Dundee Utd....| 


Scottish Football Association (F.A.) 


Cup second round 


Huntly nated 
(winner home to Falkirk in 
third round) 
DIVISION ONE 


Airdriconians..0 Brechin.......... 


.3 Stirling 
1 Clyde... 
Dunfermline ...2 Clydebank 
Hamilton .0 St Mirren. 
1 Falkirk .. 


Meadowhank . 
Montrose., 
een Sout 


p Stranraer ... 
2 Queen’s Park..0 


dw 


NORTHERN PREMIER LEAGUE 


Buxton... 
Droylsden 
Horwich... 


DIADORA PREMIER LEAGUE 
Molesey ....++-0-+ 0 Basingstoke ....0 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Man United 2719 7 154 
Blackburn 2414 6 434 
Arsenal 271210 5 31 
Newcastle 2613 6 7 45 
Liverpool 26127 7 44 
Leeds 251110 4 38 
Sheff Wed 271010 7 49 
QPR 2611 6 9 40 
Norwich 2410 8 6 37 
Aston Villa 2510 8 7 30 
West Ham 269 7 1022 
Wimbledon 258 9 8 27 
Ipswich 257 117 22 
Coventry 257 10 8 26 
Tottenham 277 9 1135 
Everton 278 4 1528 
Chelsea 256 8 1123 
Southampton 26 7 3 1626 
Sheffield Utd 27 4 101322 
Man City 254 9 1221 
Oldham 26 4 8 1420 
Swindon 27 3 101428 
DIVISION ONE 
Crystal Palace 2615 4 7 45 
Chariton 2714 6 735 
Millwall 2713 8 6 37 
Leicester Pape Mr 
Tranmere 2713 6 8 38 
Notts Forest 2512 7 6 41 
Derby 2613 3 1042 
Stoke 2712 6 937 
Wolver 261011 5 41 
Southend 2812 4 1244 
Bristol City 2810 8 1030 


23 64 
19 48 
14 46 
25.45 
32 43 
26 43 
36 40 
3339 
27 38 
2738 
3234 
3333 
27 32 
2931 
3430 
3828 
30 26 
37 24 
42 22 
3221 
4520 
6119 


30 49 
25 48 
28 47 
32 46 
3145 
30 43 
39 42 
39 42 
2741 
3940 
33 38 


Portsmouth 279 10 8 31 
Sunderland 2711 4 1229 


Notts County 2711 3 1338 
Bolton 2799 934 
Middlesbrough26 8 10 8 34 
Luton 269 5 1232 
Grimsby 26 6 12 8 31 
Watford 277 7 1340 
Birmingham 287 7 1429 
West Brom 276 8 1337 
Oxford 286 8 1432 
Barnsley 276 7 1431 
Peterborough 255 8 1222 
DIVISION TWO 
Reading 2617 6 3 54 
Plymouth 2514 6 5 48 
Stockport 24145 5 42 
Bristol Rovers2514 5 6 35 
Brentford 229 6 36 
Burnley 2613 4 9 43 
Port Vale 2512 7 6 42 
Hull 2712 7 8 41 
York 2711 6 1037 
Bradford 2611 6 9 35 
Cambridge 2710 7 1040 
Leyton Orient 27 9 8 1033 
Blackpool 2710 4 1341 
Bournemouth 248 8 8 28 
Wrexham 258 7 1040 
Huddersfield 25 8 7 1028 
Cardiff 246 10 8 36 
Rotherham 257 7 1134 
Swansea 247 7 1027 
Fulham 277 5 1528 
Exeter 23 6 7 1032 
Brighton 265 a6 1126 
Hartlepool 275 51721 
Barnet 252 5 1824 
DIVISION THREE 
Crewe 2415 6 351 
Wycombe 2412 8 4 44 
Preston 24127 5 54 
Walsall 2512 7 6 33 
Shrewsbury 2312 6 5 39 
Torquay 259 11 5 39 
Chester 23115 7 36 
Rochdale 2310 6 7 40 
Scunthorpe 249 9 6 36 
Bury 2410 5 9 37 
Colchester 249 5 1040 
Chesterfield 23 9 4 1032 
Mansfield 258 7 1028 
Carlisle 247 9 831 
Doncaster 259 3 1327 
Scarborough 258 5 1229 
Gillingham 247 8 9 28 
Lincoln 228 4 1032 
Darlington 255 8 1229 
Wigan 23:5 6 1231 
Hereford 25E5) <5) 1535: 


Northampton 24 2 


SCOTTISH PREMIER DIVISION 


Rangers 281310 5 46 
Aberdeen 281114 3 36 
Hibernian 28129 7 42 
Motherwell 2613 7 6 34 
Celtic 289 12 7 33 


Dundee United27 8 13 6 29 
Kilmarnock 28 8 12 8 23 


Partick 28 8 101031 
Hearts 28 6 121021 
St Johnstone 26 5 111023 
Raith 27 4 121128 
Dundee 284 6 1825 
DIVISION ONE 
Dunfermline 2617 3 6 61 
Falkirk 27149 448 
Airdrieonians 2614 5 7 40 
Hamilton 2711 9-7 36 
Clydebank 2811 8 9 39 
St Mirren 271206) 9359) 
Ayr 279 9 925 
Stirling 2610 5 1131 
Dumbarton 288 8 1234 
Clyde 26 6 6 1424 
Morton 26 3 101325 
Brechin 285 41919 
DIVISION TWO 
Stranraer 2215 3. 439 
Alloa 2310 8 5 27 
Meadowbank 229 8 5 36 
Queen South 2311 3 9 47 
East Fife 2210 4 839 
Stenhouse 2110 4 7 33 
Forfar 239 6 833 
Berwick 227 8B 735 
Arbroath 229 4 932 
East Stirling 23 7 6 1032 
Queen's Park 236 6 1127 
Montrose 227 3 1232 
Cowdenbeath 22 5 $ 1227 
Albion 22.4 6 1221 


2936 
2136 
3133 
2533 
2630 
2529 
28 28 
36 26 
2924 
3421 
4520 
4214 


2437 
26 37 
26 33 
3331 
3330 
33 30 
3127 
3925 
3924 
3818 
50 16 
4914 


2033 
2128 
2926 
3125 
3224 
2724 
2924 
3022 
40 22 
3920 
4718 
4217 
3815 
3514 


SPANISH FIRST DIVISION 


— January 23 — 
Lerida.... 1 Tenerife... 
Rayo Valle. 

Logrones 


Valencia .. 


bROoAH 


Sporting Gi2....Real Valladolid 


Real Madrid.....0 Osasuna 0 
Sevilla... 0 Real Zaragoza .1 


DRAW FOR THE 
1996 
EUROPEAN 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


| Foes faces five trips behind the former 
iron Curtain if it is to qualify for the 
1996 European championship finals in 
England, 

The draw put the 1968 titlist with 
Ukraine, Croatia, Lithuania, Estonia, and 
Slovenia, none of whom have played in 
the competition before. 

The breakup of the former Soviet 
Union, Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia 
has swelled the number of teams to a 
record 47 with an unprecedented 15 
nations bidding to join host nation 
England in the finals. 

Italy, despite playing Estonia in 
qualification for this summer’s World 
Cup tournament, is most affected. 

“We have to respect all our opponents 
and daren’t risk losing our place in the 
finals by underestimating them,” Italy's 
coach Arrigo Sacchi said after the draw. 

“In the World Cup, for example, Malta 
tumed out to be quite a surprise and one 
of the most difficult teams to beat.” 

“Tt would be easy for us to pretend that 
this is an easy group,” Sacchi said. “At the 
same time it will be up to the attitude of 
the players. They can make it easy or the 
most difficult group.” 

Defending champion Denmark, which 
won in Sweden two years ago, faces Spain 
and Belgium in group two, along with 
comparative minnows, Cyprus, Armenia 
and newly-elected Macedonia, which 
formerly was part of Yugoslavia, 

World Cup holder Germany, which will 
be one of the favorites to win the title in 
two years time, faces Wales, Bulgaria, 
Georgia, Albania and Moldova. 

‘The Netherlands, winner in 1988, faces 
Norway, the Czech Republic, Belarus, 
Malta and Luxembourg and also will be 
confident of qualifying. 

After the draw, British bookmakers 


TABLE 

Dep Coruna 2012 6 227 6 30 
Barcelona 2011 4 5 39 2026 
Sporting Gij 2012 2 6 32 2126 
Real Madrid 2010 4 6 29 2424 
Athletic Bilbao209 4 7 31 2422 
Albacete 20 6 10 4 28 2522 
Real Sociedad 20 8 6 6 26 2622 
Sevilla 207 7 6 26 1921 
Racing Sant 208 5 7 20 1821 
Real Zaragoza 20 8 4 8 31 2720 
Real Oviedo 206 8 6 23 2620 
Valencia 207 6 7 23 2720 
Atl Madrid 205 8 7 29 2618 
Tenerife 207 4 9 24 3218 
Rayo Valle 207 4 9 27 3618 
Logrones 205 7 8 26 3117 
Celta 205 7 816 2317 
Real Vallad20 4 6 101428 14 

Lerida 20 3 6 1111 2512 
Osasuna 204 4 1216 3412 


SPANISH GOALSCORERS: 
16 - Romario (Barcelona) 
14 - Meho Kodro (Real Sociedad) 
13 - Davor Suker (Sevilla) 
12 - Hugo Sanchez (Rayo Valle- 
cano) 
10 - Oleg Salenko (Logrones), 
Julen Guerrero (Athletic Bilbao) 
9 - Francisco Higuera (Real. 
Zaragoza), Carlos Munoz (Real 
Oviedo) 
8 - Ivan Zamorano (Real Madrid), 
Jose Ziganda (Athletic Bilbao), 
Alberto Lopez (Real Valladolid) 


PORTUGAL FIRST DIVISION 
.3 Boavist 
.1 Estrela Ama....1 
.3 Uniao Madeira 
.3 Belenenses 0 
-0 Farense.. 
-3 Gil Vicente 


IRELAND PREMIER LEAGUE 
— January 23 — 


ag A 


THE EURO DRAW IN DETAIL 


Ladbrokes made Germany the 9-2 
favourite to win the trophy with Italy 
second at 5-1 and England and the 
Netherlands tied at 6-1. 

Denmark, which failed to qualify for 
the World Cup, is rated a 14-1 shot to 
hang on to its European title. 

Treland and Northern Ireland, which 
clashed in qualification for this year’s 
World Cup, meet again in group six along 
with Portugal, Austria, Latvia and 
Liechtenstein. 

It was Ireland that made it to the 
World Cup finals and Billy Bingham, who 
is about to step down as Northern 
Ireland’s manager, said it was unfortunate 
that the two neighbours should meet 


again. 

“Jt’s disappointing that they should be 
drawn in the same group again,” Bingham 
said. “The players on both teams know 
each other so well and it would have been 
easier to face opponents we know less 
about.” 

In Group Eight are Russia, Greece, 
Scotland, Finland, the Faeroe Islands and 
San Marino and five teams will contest 
group three — Sweden, Switzerland, 
Hungary, Iceland and Turk 

“The advantage of playing in a group 
that has only five teams is that you play 
and prepare for fewer games,” said 
Swedish coach Tommy Svensson. 

“That is important for me because [ 
have so many-of my players playing 
abroad, | think we are in a tough group 
but we also have a good chance of 
qualifying.” 

Each group winner will qualify for the 
finals along with the six best runners up. 
The seventh and eighth best runners up 
must meet in a play-off to decide the 15th 
team to qualify. 


Limerick.........1 Drogheda 

Monaghan .......0 St Patrick’ 
GREEK FIRST DIVISION 

AEK .2 Panathinaikos 0 


Edessaikos. 


TABLE 
AEK 2116 3 2 43 1551 
Panathinaikos 2113 3 5 47 2442 
Olympiakos 211010 1 33 15 40 
Aris 2111 6 435 2139 
PAOK 219 8 430 1935 
OFI 209 5 639 2232 
Iraklis 218 7 6 38 2831 
Levadiakes 218 6 7 28 2930 
Doxa 218 5 8 25 3529 
Xanthi 216 7 8 33 3925 
Larissa 216 6 9 28 3424 
Panionios 206 5 9 30 3623 
Apollon 215 8 817 2523 
Edessaikos 216 4 9 29 4022 
Kalamaria 215 6 1023 3321 
Athinaikos 215 6 1018 3121 
Panahaiki 213 6 1221 4215 
Naoussa 213 11725 5210 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


BLACKBURN 2 
LEEDS 1 


Prolific striker Alan Shearer gave 
Blackburn’s English title bid a dramatic 
boost with both goals in a 2-1 home victory 
over Leeds, including an injury-time 
winner, 

Kenny Dalglish’s side looked as though 
it would have to settle for a point after 
Gary Speed lashed home a 20-yarder in the 
77th minute to cancel out Shearer’s 13th 
minute point-blank volley. 

But the England forward cut Manchester 
United's lead to 13 points with a powerful 
header to lift his tally for the season to 26. 


ITALIAN SERIE A 
ROUND UP 

Daniele Massaro and Jean-Pierre Papin 
struck second half goals to help AC Milan 
to defeat Piacenza 2-0 and open up a four- 
point lead at the top of the Italian First 
Division table. 

‘The victory ended the champions’ run of 
three successive games without scoring and 
capitalised on a 1-1 draw between the two 
teams sharing second place, Sampdoria and 
Juventus. 

A late free-kick from Fabrizio Ravanelli 
kept Juventus’s fading championship hopes 
alive after Attilio Lombardo’s 29th minute 
penalty had given the home team a first- 
half lead, 

Milan leads the championship with 30 
points from 20 matches. Sampdoria and 
Juventus have 26. 

Cup Winners’ Cup holder Parma 
tightened its grip on fourth spot with a 
convincing 2-0 win over Lazio. 

Inter’s much criticised Dutch 
internationals, Dennis Bergkamp and Wim 
Jonk, played key roles in their side’s 
impressive 4-1 victory at Cremonese. 

Jonk scored two first-half goals to take 
his season’s tally to six, while Bergkamp 
set up the third goal for Antonio Paganin, 
Ruben Sosa added a fourth in the 80th 
minute, 

In three meetings this season, Milan has 
failed to score a goal against Piacenza and, 
for much of today’s match, the visitors’ 
efficient man-to-man marking looked like 
restricting the champions to their fourth 
successive scoreless draw. 

Tt took a 72nd minute goal from veteran 
Massaro to break the deadlock when he 
raced unmarked into the penalty area to 
fire home a low cross from defender 
Christian Panucci for fas uy goal of the 


see AUSTRAMAN AND 


Dennis Bergkamp: finally running into form for Inter Milan. Dutch supporters 
are hoping he can spearhead Holland's USA ‘94 campaign. 


Season. 

As Piacenza pushed forward, Papin 
grabbed a typical opportunist goal, seizing 
on a loose ball after Taibi failed to hold a 
powerful free-kick from Demetrio 
Albertini. 

ITALIAN RESULTS 
Cremonese 
(Gualco 51st minute) Gonk 20th 

and 25th, Paganin 42nd, Sosa 

80th). Halftime 0-3. 

Attendance 15,000 
Foggia . 5 Lecce 
(Cappellini 12th and 47th, Caini 

51st, Bresciani 75th, Stroppa 

90th - penalty)1-0. 16,000 


55,000 
Parma .... i 
(Di Chiara 2nd, Asprilla g9th)1- 
0. 26,000 
Reggiana ........3 Atalanta ........0. 
(We Agostini 6th, De Paola 44th - 
own-goal, Lantignotti 57th) 2-0. 


13,000 
Roma «.......-++! 0 Udinese ... 
(Pizzi 25th, Branca 39th). 0-2. 
45,000 
Sampdoria ......1 Juventus........ 1 


(Lombardo 29th - penalty) 
(Ravanelli 88th). 1-0. 40,000 
Torino ............ 1 Napoli ... 
(Carbone 51st) (Fonseca 72nd - 
penalty). 0-0. 25,000 


ITALY TABLE 


1 


AC Milan 2011 8 1 22 8 30 
Juventus 209 8 3 33 1926 
Sampdoria 2011 4 5 35 2626 


Parma 2010 5 5 28 1525 
Inter 209 6 5 29 1824 
Lazio 208 7 5 24 2123 
Napoli 208 6 6 31 2322 
Torino 208 6 6 26 2022 
Foggia 20 5 10 5 30 2420 
Roma 205 9 617 1919 
Cremonese 206 6 8 22 2418 
Cagliari 196 6 7 25 3118 
Piacenza 205 7 816 2717 
Udinese 204 8 8 14 2316 
Reggiana 205 6 9 14 2316 
Genoa 194 7 8 14 2315 
Atalanta 204 7 9 21 3615 
Lecce 201 5 1515 36 6 


Ekeren 
Ostend 
Cercle Brugge .. 
Charleroi 
Ghent .... 
Lommel. 


Lierse... 
Standard Liege.2 Mechelen .. 
Anderlecht ...... 0 Seraing... 


TABLE 
Anderlecht 2115 4 2 53 2334 
Club Brugge 2112 8 132 1432 
Charleroi. 2113 3. 5 44 28 29 
Seraing 2110 8 3 33 1728 
Antwerp 219 8 4 30 2326 
Mechelen 21 6 11 4 27 2123 
Standard Liege21 8 6 7 25 1622 
Lommel 217 7 728 2821 
Ostend 215 11 5 29 2921 
Ekeren 217 6 8 28 2920 
Ghent 215 10 6 31 3220 
Beveren 215 9 725 2619 
Cercle Brugge 215 7 9 32 4417 
FC Liege 214 8 9 23 3816 
Lierse 21 3 10 8 20 2916 
Molenbeek 215 5 1122 3315 
Waregem = -21. 3. 5-139 4212 
Genk 211 6 1423 52 8 
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Don't forget 
Pools Quick Pick 


MATCH RESULTS 


WEEK 443 
SAT. 22ND JANUARY, 1994 


BOURNEMO 
5 [FULHAM Eee 
th LEYTON O. [ 10] 


ORK SRD ORD GC. _| ii] 


Results History Is from Week 38, the start of six from 38 Pools 


RESULTS OF 
WEEK 443 SAT. JANUARY 22, 1994 


Winning Match Numbers (in numerical order): 


20, 28, 30, 32, 35, 36. 
Supplementary Number 16. 


WIMBLEDON 
MAN. CITY 
EVERTON 
SOUTHAMPTON 
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HOTLINES 
Phone: 0055 33111 Australia, Wide. Or, Sydney (02) | 
11520; Melbourne (03): 11521; Brisbane (07) 11699; 
Adelaide (08) 11521; Perth (09) 11520. 
Results are available from 8pm. Sundays, dividends || 
after ‘esi Mondays. 
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ENGLISH: ROUND UP. 


BUSBY’S 
TRIBUTE 


nglish football had an 

emotional day on 
Saturday as supporters at 
Old Trafford and all over 
the country paid tribute to 
Manchester  United’s 
legendary former manager, 
Matt Busby. 

Busby, who died aged 84 
last Thursday, was 
commemorated by a 
minute's silence before 
every Jeague match. 

At Old Trafford, the 
ground Busby turned into a 
shrine of attacking 
football, a crowd of almost 
45,000, many of them in 
tears, stood and turned to 
the one empty seat in a 
packed stadium. 

Seat Bi22, the seat 
where Busby would sit to 
watch home games 
remained tipped up with 
two black ribbons tied to 
its red arm-rests. Its name 
plaque read simply - “Sir 
Matt”. 

George Best, Bobby 
Charlton, Pat Crerand and 
others from the United side 
that lifted the 1968 
European Cup triumph 
only 10 years after the 
Munich air disaster, stood, 
heads bowed, among the 
crowd. 

The current United side, 
the first able to stand any 
comparison with the 1968 
team, marked Busby’s 
passing in appropriate 
style with a stylish 1-0 
victory over Everton that 
took them another step 
closer to retaining their 
title. 

Fittingly it was Ryan 
Giggs, the exhilarating 
winger who more than any 
current United player 
embodies the Busby 
tradition, who got the 
winner. 

Giggs 27th minute 
header was his tenth goal 
of the season and fourth in 
his last five games. 

Third-placed Newcastle 
United's bid for the title 
was Virtually killed off by a 
stunning Matthew Le 
Tissier free-kick six 
minutes from time at St 
James’ Park. 

Le Tissier’s strike gave 
the struggling Saints and 
new manager Alan Ball an. 


Chelsea 


Newcastle 


Sheffield Wed 


ENGLISH PREMIER 


LEAGUE RESULTS 


Arsenal 1 Oldham 1 
(Wright 45th min, pen) (Sharp 4th) Attendance: 
26,524 
1 Aston Villa 1 
(Stein 67th) (Saunders 39th) 18,341 
Coventry 0 QPR 1 
(White 25th) 12,107 
Ipswich 0 Wimbledon 0 
. 12,372 
Liverpool 2 Manchester City 1 
(Rush 22nd, 90th) (Griffiths 4th) 41,872 
Manchester United 1 Everton 0. 
(Giggs 27th) 44,750 
1 Southampton 2 
(Cole 38th) (Maddison 5th, LeTissier 83rd) 
32,129 
3 Sheffield United 1 
(Bright 58th, Pearce 61st, Watson 70th) 
(Whitehouse 87th) 34,959 
Swindon 2 Tottenham 1 
(Fjortoft 38th, Whitbread 80th) (Barmby 30th) 
16,563 


invaluable 2-1 victory that 
lifted them out of the 
Telegation zone. 

An upset was on the 
cards from the fifth minute 
when Neil Maddison rose 
to head home Le Tissier 
corner. 

Andy Cole’s 30th goal 
of the season put 
Newcastle level seven 
minutes before the break 
but despite intense second- 


the second half. 

Mark Bright started the 
Tout with his eighth goal in 
ten games. Defender Andy 
Pearce headed his third ina 
week three minutes later 
and Gordon Watson killed 
off United in the 70th 
minute. 

Dane Whitehouse got a 
late consolation for United 
from the penalty spot but 
that will bring little cheer 


advantage of a gaping hole 
in the heart of the 
Liverpool defence and 
finished with a neat lob 
over Bruce Grobbelaar. 
Tan Rush put Liverpool 
level in first half injury 
time — squeezing the 
rebound from a Jamie 
Redknapp shot over the 
line from a tight angle — 
then snatched victory for 
the Reds in the dying 


eight goal for the London 
side. 

Bottom club Swindon 
had a rare win with an 
inspired performance after 
Tottenham had taken the 
lead at the County Ground. 

But Nick Barmby’s 30th 
minute goal was 
completely against the run 
of play and Swindon 
deserved the three points 
earned by Norwegian 


between Ipswich and 
Wimbledon ended in a 
goalless draw. 


SCOTTISH ROUND-UP 

Rangers retained their 
Scottish League leadership 
on goal difference from 
Aberdeen after a 
dourscoreless draw 
between the clubs at 
Pittodrie. 

Aberdeen, unbeaten at 


half pressure Kevin 
Keegan’s side could not 
add to his effort and le 
Tissier made them pay the 
full price. 

Sheffield Wednesday 
boosted its bid for a 
European place with 
victory in the derby with 
Sheffield United, thanks to 
a three-goal burst early in 


Manchester United goalkeeper Pater Schmeichel. 


to a side now only one 
place above the relegation 
zone. 

Manchester City 
dropped into the bottom 
three after letting a third- 
minute lead slip against 
Liverpool at Anfield. 

Graeme Souness’ men 
were caught cold as Carl 
Griffiths took full 


seconds, 

Dean Saunders put 
Aston Villa ahead at 
Chelsea, firing home six 
minutes before half time 
after a break by former 
England winger Tony 
Daley. But in-form Mark 
Stein earned Chelsea a 
point mid-way through the 
second period with his 


forward Jan Age Fjortoft 
(38) and Adrian Whitbread 
(80). 

They nevertheless still 
look doomed to an 
immediate return to the 
First Division. 

Clive White gave QPR 
an away win at Coventry 
with a 25th minute strike. 

The mid-table clash 


BRITISH LEADING 
GOALSCORERS 


Premier League 


30 - Andy Cole (Newcastle) 
24 - Alan Shearer (Blackburn) 


23 - lan Wright (Arsenal) 


21 - Mark Stein (Chelsea, 13 for Stoke), Sean McCarthy (Oldham, 21 for 


Bradford) 


18 - Keith Scott (Swindon, 14 for Wycombe) 
16 - Steve Sutton (Norwich) 


15 - Mark Bright (Shetfieid Wednesday), Eric Cantona (Manchester 
United), Tony Cottee (Everton), Kevin Campbell (Arsenal), Robbie 
Fowler (Liverpool) 


Division One 


19 - Stan Collymore (Nottingham Forest) 

17 - John McGinlay (Bolton) 

16 - Chris Armstrong (Crystal Palace) 

14 - Steve Bull (Wolverhampton), Paul Furlong (Watford), Steve 
Claridge (Birmingham, 14 for Cambridge), Bob Taylor (West 


Bromwich) 


home this season, has now 
drawn half its 28 League 
games and rarely looked 
likely to improve that 
Tecord in a swirling wind. 
A flurry of activity at 
the start of the second half, 
in which Aberdeen three 
times went close to 
breaking the deadlock, was 
the only notable action of 


an instantly forgettable 
match. 

Hibernian, three points 
behind in third place, failed 
to make up any ground on 
the leading pair, having to 
settle for a 2-2 draw at 
struggling St Johnstone. 

Twice the Edinburgh 
side came from behind, 
Michael O'Neill blasting 
home a 63rd minute 
penalty to cancel out Paul 
Wright’s 40th minute 
opener for Saints and 
Darren Jackson equalising 
Billy Dodds* 76th minute 
debut goal five minutes 
later. 

Motherwell stayed level 
on points with Hibs after a 
stalemate at Partick, 
although it has two games 
in hand on the Edinburgh 
side. 

There were no goals 
either in Celtic’s home 
clash with Dundee United, 
which left the Glasgow 
giants still awaiting their 
first win of 1994, 

At the bottom, though, 
Dundee and Raith, the 
division's lowest two clubs, 
fought out a 2-2 draw at 
Dundee after Raith had 
played most of the match 
with 10 men following the 
39th-minute sending-off of 
substitute John McStay, 

Raith had taken the lead 
in the 20th minute with an 
own goal by Noel Blake, 
but Dundee equalised with 
a controversial penalty 
from George Shaw after 
Neil McCann’s volley was 
adjudged to have hit 
McStay’s hand. 

Shortly afterwards 
McStay was sent off and 
that allowed Dundee to 
bombard the Raith goal 
before Blake completed an 
unusual day by scoring at 
both ends. 

However, Raith stole a 
point six minutes from 
time when Gordon Dalziel 
fired home Ally Graham's 
cross. 

Heart of Midlothian and 
Kilmarnock completed a 
full house of draws in the 
top flight with a 1-1 
scoreline. 

Hearts went ahead after 
only six minutes when 
Kilmarnock goalkeeper 
Bobby Geddes dropped a 
high ball over his own 
goalline, but the visitors 
snatched a point two 
minutes from the interval 
via Gus MacPherson’s 
volley. e 


SCOTTISH LEADING 
GOALSCORERS 


23'- Mark Hateley 

(Rangers) 

17 - Duncan 

Shearer (Aberdeen) 

14 - Albert Craig 

(Partick) 

11 - Roddy Grant 

(Partick) 

10 - Keith Wright 

(Hibernian), Dougie 
Arnott 

(Motherwell) 

9 - Pat McGinlay 

(Celtic), Billy 

McKinlay (Dundee 

United), Eoin Jess 

(Aberdeen) 
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ATT BUSBY, who 
overcame the 
tragedy of an air crash to 
guide Manchester United 
to one of British soccer’s 
greatest triumphs, died at 
the age of 84, 

Busby, one of the most 
successful and beloved 
managers in British 
history, died in his sleep 
at Alexandra Hospital in 
Manchester, according to 
a hospital statement. 

“Sir Matt has had blood 
cancer for a number of 
years and after this latest 
illness, his condition 
gradually deteriorated,” 
the statement said. 


ISITING fans at PSV 

Eindhoven’s multi- 
million dollar stadium often 
find it impossible to keep 
their eyes and minds on 
what is happening on the 
pitch. Instead, they sit and 
gaze in awe at the 
unaccustomed surroundings 
of one of Europe’s most 
luxurious grounds. 

“They don’t know what 
to say. They almost forget 
about the game. We get 
football fans from all over 
the world and they all react 
in the same way,” said Ger 
Van Os, chairman of PSV’s 
supporters’ club. 

It proves what can be 
done with the help of a 
multinational company that 
wants to look after its 
employees. For PSV — the 
abbreviated name for 
Philips Sport Vereniging 
(club) — is quite simply the 
greatest “works team” in 
Europe and possibly the 
world. 

Half the 35,000 Philips 
workers in the city have 
season tickets, for which 
employees have a small 
monthly sum deducted from 
their wages. When building 
work on the new stadium is 
completed to accommodate 
30,000 fans, 2,000 more 
than at présent, each of 
them will have his or her 
own heated seat, served by 
company heaters to stave 
off the winter cold. More 
than 2,000 gas heaters are 
already installed in the roofs 
of the stands. The sight of 
shirt sleeves on a freezing 
winter's. day is not 
uncommon. 

It doesn’t stop at that. 
There is the luxury of a 


The Scottish-born 
Busby served as manager 
of Manchester United 
from 1945-1969, leading 
the club to two FA Cup 
titles (1948 and 1963) and 
five league 
championships (1952, 
1956, 1957, 1965 and 
1967). 

On February 6, 1958, 
Busby was seriously 
injured and eight of his 
players were killed in an 
air crash in Munich, 
Germany. But he rebuilt 
the team — nicknamed 
the “Busby Babes” — 
and, in 1968, United 
became the first English 


club to win the European 
Cup title by beating 
Benfica 4-1 at Wembley. 

Busby described the 
1968 triumph as “the 
greatest and most 
memorable event of my 
life.” 

Later that year, he was 
knighted by Queen 
Elizabeth. Since then, he 
has been known in 
England as Sir Matt. 

Some of Busby’s star 
players included George 
Best, Bobby Charlton, 
Nobby Stiles, Dennis Law 
and Jackie Blanchflower. 

“It's simple,” said 
Blanchflower, a survivor 


Ta Sete) 


Plane of death: the Munich disaster haunted Busby. 


The best stadium in the world? 


giant video screen inside the 
stadium, which can repeat 
goals and the best of the 
action in slow motion. 
Needless to say, the Philips 
company has produced this 
masterpiece too. Same with 
the floodlights, among the 
most efficient in Europe. 
“We are without doubt the 
most spoilt football fans in 


Lap of luxury: supporters love PSV's plush stadium. 


Europe,” Van Os said. “We 
are aware of that and try to 
give our club the best 
possible support.” 

The Philips stadium has 
never once been the scene 
of hooliganism or other 
forms of football violence. 
Fans appreciate the comfort 
and UEFA have often used 
the ground as a model of the 
modern football arena. 

Yet it was not until the 
1970s that the world-famous 
electronics giant, based in 
Eindhoven, decided to 
become more involved in 
its football club. Founded in 
1913 the club have been 
Dutch champions 12 times, 

Their general manager is 
Kees Ploegsma, who 
enjoyed a successful career 
within the Philips company 


and was then transferred to 
PSV with a mandate to tum 
the club into a lucrative 
commercial venture. Last 
year, annual turnover was 
$18m, 120 per cent higher 
than at the start of the 
1980s. Ploegsma said: “I 
only have to look back to 
see what enormous things 
we have achieved — this 


club has turned into a 
European giant. PSV used 
to have a couple of coaches, 
a secretary and a small 
squad of players. Now we 
employ almost 100 people, 
who have full-time jobs. We 
have 51 players undef 
contract and a large 
technical staff.” 

Any club can buy success 
with the backing of 
millionaire entrepreneurs. 
Witness AC Milan and 
Barcelona. But success can 
quickly turn to failure if 
money is not backed up 
with common sense. 

“People think it must be 
easy to create a big club 
with the backing of a firm 
like Philips. But I dispute 
this,” said Van Os. “It is not 
so much the financial 
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of the Munich crash. “He 
was the best manager 
there ever was.” 

Busby’s wife, Jean, 
died in 1988. He is 
survived by a son and a 
daughter. 

Busby had a modest 
career as a player, suiting 
up once for the Scottish 
national team in 1933 and 
playing several years for 
Manchester City and 
Liverpool. 

After World War II, he 
was appointed manager 
of Manchester United. 
When he arrived at the 
club, the Old Trafford 
ground consisted of a 
collection of bomb- 
damaged huts. 

But Busby quickly 
fashioned a successful 
team before the Munich 
disaster stunned the 
nation. 

Twice, the chartered 
airliner tried to take off in 


backing from Philips, but 
their knowledge and 
expertise that counts. 

“This club has been lucky 
that it had top people from 
the company working in 
commercial and 
management jobs. Football 
nowadays is a big business. 
People like Kees Ploegsma 
and Jacques Ruts, chairman 
until this season, have all the 
experience of doing major 


deals with foreign 
countries.” 
Under Ruts and 


Ploegsma, PSV won six 
league titles in seven years 
and the European 
Champions’ Cup in 1988. 
On the field, the supporters 
have been entertained by 
many of the world’s most 
gifted players. Ruud Gullit, 
Ronald Koeman and 
Romario have all thrilled 
the Philips workers. 
Romario was brought from 
the Brazilian club Vasco da 
Gama after the Seoul 
Olympics. The striker was 
the target of many 
European clubs, but as soon 
as the Philips office in 
Brazil got involved, the 
others had no chance. 

As an incentive, top 
players signed by PSV 


-during the past decade have 


had the chance to stay on 
the payroll at the company 
even after their careers have 
finished. Koeman, now with 
Barcelona, will receive 
income from PSV until the 
age of 40, 

But Van Os said the 
international stars had given 
back just as much. “It is 
wrong to say that only the 
money of Philips has made 
this club big. When Gullit, 


Munich Airport and each 
time it was aborted. On 
the third attempt, the 
plane failed to gain 
sufficient speed, struck a 
building and burst into 
flames. 

Busby admitted that 
hardly a day went by in 
the following years when 
he did not think back to 
the crash. 

For Manchester 
United’s next few trips to 
the continent, the team 
travelled by train and sea, 
Eventually, Busby and his 
team cracked their fear of 
flying after he and 
chairman Louis Edwards 
went to the airport, drank 
“a lot of scotches” and 
bought two day-return 
tickets to Rotterdam. 

“I’ve never had a 
problem with flying ever 
since,” Busby said. 

Charlton, who also 
survived the Munich air 
crash, once summed up 
Busby’s qualities this 
way: 

“He has a way with 
him, a magic, that I’ve 
never quite seen in 
anyone else. He is gentle. 
He is courteous. He is 


Koeman and Romario were 
sold, millions and millions 
flowed in.” 

At most clubs, the idea of 
the fans donating part of 
their hard-earned cash back 
to mega-rich directors 
would be verging on the 
Tidiculous. At PSV they do 
it willingly. “We try to give 
them something back as 
sign of appreciation,” said 
Van Os, himself a fan for 
more than 25 years and a 
former Philips employee. 
“For instance, we are 
donating a few hundred 
thousand guilders to the new 
stand. We do that from the 
profits of the supporters 
club’s commercial 
activities.” 

Of course, Philips 
generates hugh publicity for 
its own commercial 
activities by putting on such 
a grand show, The 
floodlights, the huge video 
screen, the electronic 
equipment are all ways of 
presenting the firm to the 
public. It expects a high 
standard of performance 
from the country's most 
expensive team and last 
year’s disastrous showing in 
the Champions’ League 
caused widespread concern, 
as well as a considerable 
financial jolt, throughout the 
club, But gone are the days 
when fans only supported 
the big two, Ajax and 
Feyenoord. PSV may be 
Tesented elsewhere because 
of their Philips connection 
but their own supporters’ 
club has expanded 
dramatically. 

“PSV used to be a 
provincial club. Now our 
fans are everywhere in the 


* WORLD NEWS 


Dearly beloved: Sir Matt Busby. 


firm. He’s not like 4 boss 
at all, although everybody 
calls him the boss, and 
thinks of him as 
something bigger and 
better than most other 
working people will ever 
meet. No one’s too proud 
to tell him their 
problems.” 


Busby retired as 
manager at the end of the 
1968-69 season. He later 
became club general 
manager, director and 
president. The club gave 
him the No.1 seat in the 
directors’ box at Old 
Trafford. 


Money man: Romario’s transfer to Barcelona brought 
in millions to PSV. 


Netherlands,” said Van Os, 
who fiercely counters 
allegations that their big- 
name bosses rule the club 
with an iron fist. 


“They are simply one hell 
of a sponsor who give us the 
best and don’t intend to act 
as a tycoon with total 
power.” 


BY ALFRED HIATT AND AAP 


3 tee Venables, who is almost certain 
to be named England manager, is the 
tisk the conservative Football 
Association has to take. 

Charismatic, controversial and 
flamboyant, Venables is everything 
Graham Taylor wasn’t. 

While Taylor wore an unfortunate air 
of provincial nerdishness which was 
mercilessly lampooned by the media, 
the man nicknamed “El Tel” is a likely 
London lad who likes to live life in the 
fast lane. 

Venables is immensely popular with 
the piranha-like tabloid press, a 
consummate showman with a taste for 
sharp suits and an eye for the main 
chance. 

Anything but the establishment man 
usually given the top job. 

However, England's failure to qualify 
for this year’s World Cup makes it 
imperative that the country’s ageing 
soccer hierarchy breaks with tradition, 
and installs a man who can turn the 
national squad’s ailing fortunes around. 

The FA took the path of caution four 
years ago, when they snubbed Venables 
for Taylor after another safe. choice, 
Bobby-Robson, departed the scene. 

And the signs are that even now a rift 
exists over Venables’ appointment 
Within Engtish football's governing 
body. 

FA chief executive Graham Kelly 
recently made the curious comment: 
“We're still making up our minds, Some 
are more affected by the pro-Terry 
lobby than others,” 

That suggests the five-man 
committee formed to pinpoint Taylor's 
successor is not unanimous on the 
former Tottenham manager. 

Nonetheless, Venables remains the 
best credentialled man for the job. 

The former Chelsea star can point to 
two senior caps for England (won in 
1965) as the pinnacle of a distinguished 
playing career, and success has followed 
him in his many managerial posts. 

Moreover, Venables has the clout to 
command the respect of senior players, 
He proved in his stint at Barcelona that 
he has the ability to handle star 


El Tel’s bigg 


performers like Gary Lineker, 

Certainly the success of the man who 
managed Crystal Palace and QPR 
before moving to Tottenham will be 
measured by the performances he elicits 
from England’s most talented players. 

Chief among those is Paul Gascoigne, 


Man who would be King: Terry Venables is set to become the next English manager. 


often mismanaged by Taylor, now 
Struggling to assert himself at Lazio. 

Gascoigne should spearhead 
England’s European Championship 
campaign, and Venables, who signed 
Gazza for Spurs, may be the man to 
bring out his best. 


bi. 8 


So far, none of the dirt concerning 
dodgy dealing during Venables’ reign at 
Tottenham has stuck. 

FA chairman Sir Bert Milichip, who 
did not succeed in his ambition to have 
Venables installed before Saturday’s 
1996 European Championship draw, 
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est challenge 


said: “We're investigating all the 
allegations made within the limit of our 
powers and we have discovered 
nothing.” 

However, Sir Bert was also quoted as 
ing: “There are many who would like 
nables as England manager but 
he has this funny reputation.” 

An inquiry board is looking into the 
means by which Venubles raised Stg 3 
million (SA6.48) when he and 
Tottenham chairman Alan Sugar bought 
control of the club in 1991. The board is 
also investigating allegations of 
improper payments 10 agents during 
Venables" term us chief executive. 

Ironically, Sugar, who ousted 
Venables from Spurs after « Jong and 
bitter feud last year, has an interest in 
seeing his former rival appointed 
quickly: “I'd see Terry's appointment 
to manage England as a milestone. If he 
is appointed they will have had to 
disregard breaches of rules he was 
involved in and it is only fair-the samé,- 
Criteria should apply to the club.” 

The inquiry board is not expected to 
report its findings to the FA for at jeast 
another week. 

Despite all the controversy, 
indications are that Venables may strike 
up a “dream team” alliance with Kevin 
Keegan, who is set to take over the 
England Under-21 squad on a part-time 
basis. FA adviser Jimmy Armfield wants 
the pair in place in time for England's 
meeting with European champions 
Denmark at Wembley on March 9. 

Keegan does not want to end his 
highly successful stint at Newcastle, but 
he could be groomed as a successor to 
Venables after the 1998 World Cup, or 
earlier if Venables fails. 

If the two are appointed, English 
soccer will have something it has never 
had before: a pair of managers liked 
and respected by both the press and 
public. 

England's disheartened supporters 
will hope the’ announcement of 
Venables’ appointment will herald the 
dawning of a footballing rennaisance, a 
Tennaisance which wilt see their side 
move back into the top echelon of 
nations. 

That is the task shaping as El Tel’s 
biggest challenge. 
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ZICO TO QUIT 


OUNG Brazilian striker 

Anderson, Marseille’s 
latest sensation, faces a 
make-or-break week which 
could see him jump into his 
country’s World Cup squad 
or end up sidelined by a 
wrangle over his transfer. 

Since signing on loan 
from Servette of 
Switzerland in November, 
“Sonny” Anderson has 
attracted rave reviews in 
the French media, scoring 
four goals in his first four 
games, 

In a crucial top-of-the 
table clash with league 
leaders Paris St Germain 
recently, the 23-year-old 
looked the best player on 
the field. 

He laid on the equaliser 
for German striking 
partner Rudi Voeiler in a 
1-1 draw which kept the 


European champions 
second, four points off the 
pace. 


The attention focused 
on Anderson has 
prompted Brazilian 
national team trainer 
Carlos Alberto Parreira to 
take more than a passing 


Curtain call: Zico is bringing his illustrious career to a close. 


Anderson's 


interest. 

Parreira is due in 
France later this month 
and is planning to meet 


Anderson. 
Marseille’s financial 
crisis after its European 


Cup ban over the 
Valenciennes bribery 
scandal prompted the club 
to sell stars Alen Boksic, 
Paulo Futre and Marcel 
Desailly to Italy to 


balance the books. 

The club had been 
warned by the league that 
it had to restore order to 
its affairs and that it could 
not buy new players until 
it had done so. 

But Marseille originally 
persuaded the league to 
accept Anderson’s loan 
transfer, arguing that no 
fee was involved. 

Marseille president 
Bernard Tapie has since 
been quoted as saying he 
paid $725,000 for 
Anderson and the weekly 
France Football claimed 
that Servette was paying 
part of the player’s salary, 
though the rules stipulate 
it must be met entirely by 
his new club. 

The league decided to 
look again at the 
circumstances of the move 
and will make a ruling on 
Wednesday. 

“I'm just here to play, 
the rest doesn’t interest 
me”. Anderson said. “But 
Servette’s directors called 
me to say everything is in 
order and Marseille vice- 
president (Jean-Louis) 


Grows legend Zico plans to leave his 
Japanese club and return to Brazil, 
saying that at 40 he no longer has the 
strength to play on. 

Zico said he would play until June, 
when the first stage of the next "J" 
League season ends. 

“Even if I wanted to carry on playing, 
my body wouldn't listen,” he told 
Japanese daily Nikkon Sports. 

“ye got at most 15 matches left in 
me,” he said, 

Zico said he did not make the decision 
because of an incident that led to his 
being sent off in Sunday’s second leg of 
the "J" League championship final. 

Kawasaki Verdy had won the first 
leg of the fina] 2-0 and his team 
Kashima Antlers were leading 1-0 in 
the second when Verdy was awarded a 
penalty, which it converted to draw 
the game. 

Zico spat on the ball as it lay on the 
penalty spot to show his disgust at the 
referee's decision. He was promptly 
sent off for his second bookable 


offence of the match. 

Zico was banned for four matches 
by a disciplinary committee last week 
as a result of the incident, following 
referee Shizuo Takada's match report. 

“This has nothing to do with (that) 
incident,” he said. “I’ve simply 
realised my body’s limits.” 

He said he regretted the display of 
temper, which cast a pall over the 
climax of Japan's first professional 
soccer season. But his low opinion of 
Japanese referees remained. 

“T clearly committed a crime. I am 
very sad that something like that 
happened at a top event. For that 
moment I completely lost my sense of 
reason,” he said. 

“Pye only lost my head like that 
four times before in my footballing life 


“D’ve only 
15 games 
left in 
me”- says 
Brazilian 
legend. 


— twice playing for Flamengo and 
twice playing for Brazil. But that was 
always because of other players, never 
because [ was angry at a referee’s 
decision.” 

He said Japanese referees were 
biased in favour of Verdy, the 
country’s most prominent and 
glamorous team. It boasts the core of 
the national side, including star striker 
Kazuyoshi Miura. 

“Even in Brazil, referees blow the 
whistlé to-help.special popular teams. 
But it isn’t like in Japan where it’s just 
for Verdy. I fought cleanly in Brazil. 1 
don’t want to win if it means getting 
help from the referee.” 

For this reason, he said, “I realised I 
could never become a champion in 
Japan.” 

Working with Kashima’s Japanese 
coach, he moulded the team into the "J" 
League’s strongest side in the first half of 
the 1993 season. 

But his age told and he spent much of 
the time sidelined with injury. 

Without Zico, Kashima lost in the 
final of the knockout Emperor’s Cup and 
the first leg of the championship play-off. 

“There’s no change in my enthusiasm 
for soccer,” he said. 

“My spirit has not weakened but my 
body won’t let me play on any more.” 

It will be the second time Zico has 
retired. 

He first quit in 1990 after an 89- 
game international career that saw him 
play in the 1978, 1982 and 1986 World 
Cups and score 66 goals for Brazil, 
second only to the legendary Pele. 


Under siege: Bernard Tapie brought Anderson to Marseille after the club was forced to sell its star players. 


Levreau told me there was 

no problem. So why 

should I worry?” 
Anderson, who was 
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leading 
Switzerland at the mid- 
winter break with 11 
goals, said he entertained 


scorer in 


some hopes of making 

the World Cup finals. 
“To be in the Brazilian 

squad is the supreme 


accolade,” he said. “So 
far I’ve only played in 
junior teams for my 
country.” 


WORLD NEWS 


World Cup 
groups and draw 


Group A Group D 


6, 


WORLD BRIEFS 


COACHING BAN 


. 
y 


WORLD BRIEFS... 


BOSNICH NO.1 


Aston Villa’s Australian international Mark Bosnich has 
been voted the best goalkeeper playing in Britain in a poll 
conducted by the magazine Football Monthly.Bosnich 
received 33 per cent of the votes, ahead of Everton’s 
Neville Southall (23) and Tim Flowers of Blackburn (21). 


FAN BANNED 


A football fan was banned for three months from every 
English professional match for shouting racial abuse at 
Newcastle star Andy Cole. 

Trevor Palmer, a 31-year-old baker, was also fined 
$215.00 and ordered to pay $75.00 in costs for taking part 
in racist chants when Cole’s team, Newcastle, visited 
Swindon in September last year, 

Palmer, who was heard chanting “You black bastard”, 
explained to the court: “I was so charged up. Swindon were 


losing 2-0,” 
REF DROPPED 


UEFA has dropped Dutch referee John Blankenstein for 
the European Super Cup second leg between AC Milan 
and Parma next month, 

Blankenstein has been replaced by Swiss official Kurt 
Rothlisberger because Parma’s following European match 
is the Cup Winners’ Cup quarter-final against Ajax 
Amsterdam. 

The situation is particularly delicate because eight 
Parma players are carrying yellow cards and a booking on 


Algeria has banned two coaches from the national 
soccer team for life for their part in Algeria’s 
disqualification from the African Nations Cup, the 
sports ministry said, 

Meziane Ighil-and-Abderahman Mehdaoui have 
also been barred from any coaching in Algeria for a 
year and the team’s administrative manager 
Mustapha Mechouar has been banned for life from 
Algerian national sports. 

Algeria was expelled from the competition for 
fielding a suspended defender, Mourad Karouf, in a 
qualifier in Dakar in January 1993. 


VERDY WIN "J" LEAGUE 


Kawasaki Verdy captured the inaugural Japan 
Professional Soccer League championship by drawing 
with-the Kashima Antlers 1-1 in the second leg of the 
two-leg championship series. 

Verdy had already beaten the Antlers 2-0 in the 
first championshp series match. 

Before more than 50,000 spectators at Tokyo’s 
National Stadium, the Antlers started off 1-0 with 
Brazilian striker Alcindo’s goal in the 38th minute of 
the first half. 

Verdy equalised with a penalty shot by Kazuyoshi 
Miura 36 minutes into the second half. 

The "J" League starts its second season on March 


1. United States 1. Argentina 
2. Switzerland 2. Greece 
3. Colombia 3. Nigeria 
4. Romania 4. Bulgaria 


GroupB (3) GroupE 
Pp 


i 1. Italy 
2. Ireland 

3. Norway 

4. Mexico 


1. Brazil 
2. Russia 
3. Cameroon 
4. Sweden 


Group C Group F 


1. Germany 1. Belgium 
2. Bolivia 2. Morocco. 
3. Spain 3. Holland 

4. S. Korea 4. Saudi Arabia 


February 2 veya mean suspension for the Ajax clash, LEAGUE STAGE KNOCKOUT 

“UEFA’s referee’s committee felt that it would not be 
prudent to put a Dutch referee in the situation where his Fri, June 17: STAGES RAPID VLADOIU 
decisions, however correct, could directly influence the Chicago (C) — Germany -v- Bolivia Striker Ioan Vladoiu, sacked by Steaua Bucharest 
progress of a club from the Netherlands,” a UEFA Dallas (C) — Spain -v- South Korea last month after breaking another player’s nose, has 
spokesman said. ROUND OF 16 joined Rapid Bucharest on a three-year contract. 

Sat. June 18: He cost Rapid $174,000. 
a Los Angeles (A) — Colombia-v- Romania Sat. July 2: 
AL-HILAL PULL OUT Detroit (A) — USA -y- Switzerland 1. Chicago — Winner of Group C -y- ROBSON SAYS NO 

Sudan’s Al-Hilal has become the second team in three New York (E) — Italy -v- Ireland Third from Group A, B or F 
days to pull out of the East and Central African 2. Washington — Second of Group C -v- Former England manager Bobby Robson has told 
championships. Sun. June 19: Second of Group A the Welsh FA he is not interested in becoming Wales 

Al-Hilai has refused to play Al-Merreikh, saying it Los Angeles (B) — Cameroon -v- Sweden manager, 
considered its fellow-Sudanese team to be already out of Orlando (F) — Belgium -v- Morocco Sun. July 3: Robson, recently sacked as Sporting Lisbon coach, 
the competition. Washington (E) — Norway -v- Mexico 3. Dallas — Second of Group F -v- said: “It was very tempting to look after the careers 

Al-Merreikh was trailing Tanzania’s Simba 2-1 when Second of Group B of brilliant players like Ryan Giggs, Dean Saunders, 
Sudanese fans invaded the pitch and stoned both the Simba Mon. June 20: 4, Los Angeles — Winner of Group A -y- Tan Rush and Mark Hughes, But right from the initial 
players and the referee. San Francisco (B) — Brazil -v- Russia Third from Group C, D or E offer I had-a gut feeling that the job should go to a 


Organisers ordered a replay within 24 hours but Simba 
said it needed five days to bring replacements for injured 
players and pulled out of the tournament, then Al-Hilal 


Washington (F) — Holland -v- Saudi 


Arabia &. Mon. July 4: 
iw 5. Orlando — Winner of Group F - 


Welshman.” 
Terry Yorath, whose contract as Wales manager 
ran out on December 31, is now strongly fancied to 


were drawn against Al-Merreikh. Tues. June 21: { y- be reappointed. 
Chicago (C) — Germany -v- Spain Second of GroupE 
ANDERSON JOINS HAMBURG BOSD ees ec 7 fee of FROM RUSSIA TO JAPAN 


Former Norwegian international striker Jom Andersen, 


Third from Group A, C or D Oleg Protasov, a former forward on the Soviet 
the Bundesliga’s top scorer in the 1989-90 season, has 


Daflas (D) — Nigeria -v- Bulgaria K wi 
~ Union’s national team, is the latest Russian star to 


joined German First Division side Hamburg from Wed. June 22: BMY « Tue. July 5: sign to play in Japan. 
Eintracht Frankfurt. Los Angeles (A) — USA - c AS 7. Boston — Winner of Group D - Protasov's deal with FC Gamba of Osaka was 
Andersen was struggling to get into the first team at y- Colombia on y-Third from Group B, E or F announced last week at a news conference, 
Frankfurt and has signed a contract at the northern club Detroit (B) — Romania - a> 8. New York — Winner of Group according to the ITA-Tass news agency. 
until the end of June 1995. y- Switzerland aS E -v- Second of Group D Sergei Aleinikov and Akhrik Zveiba previously 
‘The fee was $415,000, = iS signed to play in Japan. 
Thu. June 23: Quarter-finals Protasov holds the all-time Soviet league single- 
FERGUSON SUSPENDED Boston (C) — South Korea -v- Bolivia season scoring record with 35 goals. 
New York (E) — Italy -y-Norway 
Glasgow Rangers midfielder Ian Ferguson has been Sat. July 9: 
banned for a further three games by the Scottish FA. Fri. June 24: Match A. Boston — Winner of game 7 -y- GERMANY CANCELS FRIENDLY 
Ferguson, sent off for spitting in the Premier League San Francisco (B) — Brazil -v- Cameroon Winner of game 2 The head of Germany’s Jewish community said the 
match against Dundee United, was automatically Detroit (B) — Sweden -y- Russia Match B, Dallas — Winenr of game 5 -v- state is “falting on its knees” to radical rightists by 
suspended for the following game and has been on the Orlando (E) — Mexico -v- Ireland Winner of game 6 cancelling a Germany-England game that was scheduled 


sidelines since, because of an earlier three-match ban. for Hitler’s birthday. 


Ferguson will now miss Rangers’ next two league games Sat. June 25: Sun. July 10: Representatives of the two countries’ soccer 
against Aberdeen and Partick as well as the Scottish Cup Boston (D) — Argentina -v- Nigeria Match C. New York — Winner of game 8 federations and Hamburg city officials announced last 
tie against Dumbarton on this Saturday, New York (F) — Saudi Arabia -v- -v-Winner of game 1 week that the long-planned April 20 exhibition game 

Morocco Match D. San Francisco — Winner of would not take place. 
FORGERY SCANDAL Orlando (F) — Belgium -v- Holland game 4 -v-Winner of game 3 The match was called off because Hamburg officials 


feared that German and English right-wing extremists 


Peterborough called in the police after it emerged that Sun. June 26: Semi-finals were plotting to celebrate Hitler’s 105th birthday with 
as many as 300 Tottenham fans used forged tickets to Los Angeles (A) — USA -y- Romania violence at the Hamburg stadium. Werner Hackmann, 
watch the all-ticket English FA Cup tie between the clubs San Francisco (A) — Switzerland -y- Wed. July 13: the Hamburg official in charge of internal security gave a 
on January 8, Colombia New York — Winner of match C -y- “very urgent recommendation” against holding the game 

The counterfeit tickets came to light as First Division Chicago (D) — Bulgaria -v- Greece Winner of match A on Hitler’s birthday. 

Peterborough investigated how 5,300 visiting supporters Los Angeles — Winner of match D -v- Hackmann said he did so “to prevent damage to the 
gained admission to a section of the ground for which Mon. June 27: Winner of match B city and the image of German soccer.” 
5,000 tickets had been allocated to Spurs, Chicago (C) — Bolivia -v- Spain Sports officials, politicians and Jewish leader Ignatz 

“The forgeries are very sophisticated and our findings Dallas (C) — Germany -v- South Korea 3rd 4th place Bubis all joined the sometimes heated debate. 
have been handed over to the local police as it is clearly a 
criminal matter,” said Peterborough safety officer David Tue. June 28: playoff PLAYER JAILED 
Cooper, San Francisco (B) — Russia -v- Cameroon ' ane ‘ 

Detroit (B) — Brazil -y- Sweden Sat. July 16: Belgian First Division player Dirk Devriese, who 
CELTIC ESCAPE BAN New York (E) — Ireland -y- Norway Los Angeles broke an opponent’s eye socket with his elbow in 1991, 

Celtic has escaped disciplinary action for an attack by a Washington (E) — Italy -v- Mexico has received a two-month suspended jail sentence. 
supporter on Rangers goalkeeper Ally Maxwell during the Wed. June 29: = Devriese, who played for Belgian first division club 
clubs’ Scottish Premier derby on New Year's Day. Orland (F) — Morocco -v- Holland F i n él | Molenbeek at the time but has since moved to Ghent, 

‘The reprieve came after an investigation by the Scottish Washington (F) — Belgium -v- Saudi : vas gue with voluntarily wounding Ekeren defender 
Football Association’s disciplinary committee, i ike Verstraeten, 

aie on executive Jim Farry sa Aue was i wee 30: Sun. July 1 T: “Justice has Lay sane Mase said. | 
considerable security operation carried out by Celtic, wit - “4 rhe “The eye will always be more sensitive an 
more than 700 police aad stewards on duty,” NSS eli as Los Angeles vulnerable,” he said. 


Dallas (D) — Argentina -v- Bulgaria 
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BALL JOINS SOUTHAMPTON 


There’s little to cheer about in Southampton, where 
the team is a far cry from the one that won the FA Cup in 
1976. Forget about beating a Premier League team, this 
season the Saints can’t even seem to contend with clubs 
from lower divisions. 

Southampton was eliminated from the League Cup by 
Division Three club Shrewsbury, and last Tuesday was 
knocked out of the FA Cup by Division Two Port Vale, 
All that’s left to play for now is its place in the Premier 
League. 

Southampton moved to improve its fortunes by 
appointing Alan Bail as manager and Lawrie McMenemy 
as general manager. The team had been without a full- 
time boss since the dismissal of lan Branfoot. 

Ball, a former Southampton player who had been 
manager at Exeter since 1991, was in charge for 
Saturday's game against Newcastle. 


ROMARIO SUSPENDED 


Brazilian and Barcelona star Romario, the top scorer 
in Spain's First Division, was suspended for four games 
Jast week and fined $2,800 for punching Argentine Diego 
Simeone in a match at Seville. 

‘The Spanish league’s competition committee took the 
action after viewing a videotape that showed the 
Brazilian coming from behind the Argentine’s left and 
hitting him with a feft hook during the second half of 
Sunday’s scoreless draw between Barcelona and Sevilla. 

Romario Sater apologised for the incident and said he 
was retaliating for rough play earlier by Simeone. 


DUTCH COMEBACK 


World Cup hopefuls Netherlands twice came from 
behind to draw 2-all with Tunisia in a World Cup warm- 
up match last week. 

The Tunisians, who held World Cup holders Germany 
1-1 in a friendly in October, showed from the start they 
took the match against one of the world’s strongest 
soccer nations seriously and even went ahead after 11 
minutes, 

The Dutch, who had only once before played Tunisia 
in a warm-up for the 1978 World Cup finals in Argentina 
which they won 4-D, equalised after half an hour 

Dutch coach Dick Advocaat, disappointed with his 
team’s performance, said: “I don’t want to draw 
conclusions immediately, but we gave away three chances 
and they scored twice. That should not happen.” 

Tunisia - El Ouaer; Thabet, Hichri, Okbi, Samir 
Sellimi; Gharbi (Souayeh 74th minute), Maaloul, Ali 
Mahjoubi, Bouzaiane; Adel Sellimi (Hamrouni 46th), 
Rouissi (Liman 68th). 

Netherlands - De Goey; Blind (Winter 32nd), Ronald 
Koeman, Frank de Boer; Rijkaard, Wouters (Jonk 46th), 
Bergkamp (Erwin Koeman 82nd), Numan; Overmars 
(Gillhaus 59th), Ronald de Boer, Blinker. 


SPAIN HELD 


Spain were held to a 2-2 draw by Portugal last week in 
their first warm-up ahead of the World Cup finals in June. 

The Portuguese, who failed to qualify, gave the 
Spaniards a brisk workout, especially in a fast flowing 
second half. 


JAPANESE SOCCER BOOM 


The success of the new professional soccer league and 
a growing interest in Formula One motor racing is having 
a major detrimental impact on baseball, one of Japan's 
oldest professional sports. 

The inaugural "J" League season, which ended last 
weekend, has pulled in, on average, a healthy attendance 
of over 17,000 spectators a match. 

Millions more have started taking an interest in soccer 
on television while there is a booming growth in motor- 
racing with two Grands Prix due to be held in Japan this 
year. 

As a result, baseball officials are now desperately 
trying to woo back missing fans and are considering 
merging their two professional leagues —the Pacific and 
Central — into one. 

“At the moment, we have a sense of crisis in the future 
of baseball in Japan,” a spokesman for the weaker Pacific 
League said today. 

“We are deeply shocked we have not yet started 
negotiations with television companies about a 
broadcasting schedule until the "J" League's schedules are 
decided,” he added, 

Although Japan narrowly missed out on qualifying for 
this summer’s World Cup finals in the United States, 
these developments give added weight to Japan’s bid to 
host the World Cup finals themselves in eight years time. 

The feeling among the fans is that pro baseball, which 
started in Japan in 1936, has rested on its laurels, 
neglected fans’ demands of speeding up long and dull 
matches and improving stadium facilities, 


) (i 
WORLD BRIEFS 


Germany tops 
world rankings 


Wea champion Germany finished 1993 
at the top of FIFA’s rankings, despite 
the friendly defeat by Argentina in December, 

The Germans, who were third in 
November, climbed fractionally ahead of 
Italy. Brazil was third, leaving the top three 
places unchanged from the end of 1992. 


FIFA 


Australia improved from 49th to 45th. 

Over the year, the most spectacular rise in 
the upper echelons was that of Norway. Egil 
Olsen’s side has risen ten places to fourth 
after topping group two in the World Cup 
qualifying competition above highly-rated 
Holland and England, Spain also rose ten 
places to Sth. Norway, however, last 2-1 to 


USA last week. 


England’s failure to reach the United States 
saw it drop from 5th to 11th during the year, a 
place below Republic of Ireland, 


4 ist place, 


.. selected 


1, Germany 59.27 pts (1); 
2. Italy 59.5 (2) 

3. Brazil $8.73 (3); 

4, Norway 57.92 (14); 
5, Spain 57.14 (15); 

6. Denmark 57.07 (9); 
7. Holland 56.63 (7); 

8. Argentina 55.29 (10); 
9. Sweden 54.82 (4); 

10, Rep. Ireland 54.42 (6) 


11. England 54.26 (5) 
24, Scotland 45.04 (23) 
29. Wales 44.47 (28) 
39. Northern Ireland 37.95 (43) 
41, South Korea 37.19 (49) 
43. Japan 36.48 (66) 
45. Australia 35.09 (49) 


Saudi Arabia’s first ever World-Cup finals 
placeifted it cen places 10.38, while fellow 
finalist South Korea was Asia’s top team in 


Japan, which came within seconds of 
qualifying, climbed 23 places to 43rd. 


FIFA RANKINGS AT 


DECEMBER 31, 1993 (END 
1992 RANKINGS IN BRACKETS) 


Basile pleased 
by good draw 


BY MARIO ETCHART 


oe of relief invaded 
Argentine’s coach Alfio 
Basile and his players when 
the draw of the 1994 World 
Cup was made. 

The Argentine press also 
showed great optimism 
about the 1986 World Cup 
winner's chances of winning 
the group and entering the 
second stage of the World 
Cup finals in the US, 

News about the inclusion 
of Claudio Caniggia and the 
retum to form of midfielder 
Dario Franco also gave 
Argentine fans an air of 
optimism about winning the 
World Cup for a third time 
in 16 years. 

Basile believes the 
Argentines’ chances are 
good but the opponents 
aren‘t as easy. 

“The group is attainable 
but not easy. We know that 
in today’s football there 
aren't weak teams 
anymore. Just remember 
Colombia and Australia. 

“J am happy because we 
will play in Boston, and our 
performance won't be 
affected by the heat of 
places like Orlando, 
where the temperatures 
could rise up to 40 
degrees. For the match 
against Bulgaria we will 
travel to Dallas, just one 
day before the game,” 
said Basile. 

The Argentine coach 
confirmed that he will 
travel to Boston at least 
one month before the 
debut against Greece on 
the 21st of June. 

“My intention is to 
play at least five friendly 
internationals before we 
travel to the States. So 


SS 


far, we have confirmed a 
game against Brazil, on 
March 23, and two more 
against Japan,” added 
Basile. 

On the subject of 
Maradona, Basile will wait 
until the last minute to 
include the Argentine 
captain. 

“Diego always wants to 
play. We have to see how 
he recuperates from his 
injury, but I am an optimist 
and I am sure that he will be 
ready for the World Cup. It 
is something we all want,” 
said Basile. 

On the question of how 
this World Cup will be 
played, Basile believes that 
the emphasis will be on 


Rellet: Basile is optimistic. 
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tactics. 

“Tt will be more tactical, 
more complex. In 1990 the 
opinion was that the 
competition was a disaster. 
T wonder what the experts 
and the fans will expect 
from the next one.” 

“In my opinion Germany 
is the favourite to win the 
tournament. It is a strong 
and competitive side and is 
always there, among the 
first ones. 

“Brazil is another team 1 
like. Parreira has worked 
very well and his squad is 
well balanced. Italy hasn’t 
impressed me but Norway 


and Switzerland could well - 


cause more than a surprise. 

“Argentina will play to 
win. My players will be 
more liberated and I will 
give them the freedom to 
express themselves, to show 
their virtues. 

“In the last few months 
the squad had to suffer 
enormous pressure and the 
players couldn’t get rid of 


it. 

“Now will be different 
because our team always 
play better away than 
at home,” said Basile. 

Meanwhile the 
president ‘of the 
Argentine’ Football 
Association, Julio 
Grondona, believes that 
Argentina is_ the 
favourite to win the 
group. 

“Argentina is in @ 
group where the 
opponents aren't the 
most difficult ones. So 
we should qualify 
without any problems. 
Nevertheless we have 
to respect them and 
take care of every little 
detail,” said Grondona. 


WORLD BRIEFS... 


QUAKE DOESN'T SHAKE CUP 


The Pasadena Rose Bowl, venue for the World Cup 
final im July, has been given a clean bill of health 
following last week’s earthquake, organisers Tevealed. 

“Engineers from the city of Pasadena and the Rose 
Bowl surveyed the stadium last Tuesday and found no 
structural damage,” said a World Cup USA 1994 
spokesman. 

The 102,000-seat oval, about 32 kilometres from the 
epicentre of Monday’s quake, is due to host eight of this 
summer's 52 tournament matches including a semi-final, 
the third-place match and the showpiece final. 

Organisers estimate a global television audience for 
the July 17 final of around two billion people, 

Bruce Dworshak, the World Cup USA press 
operations director, was optimistic that the damage 
caused by the 6.6 magnitude quake would cause minimal 
disruption to the month-long tournament starting on 
June 17, 4 

“Frankly, it shouldn’t affect us in the least,” said 
Dworshak when asked about looming transport 
problems with wrecked freeways causing nightmare 
traffic jams in western areas of the southern Californian 
city. 

“Some freeways are down but the majority are quite 
far north and are commuter roads that don’t affect us.” 


WHISTLE BLOWER! 


The plight of Brazil's hapless referees, frequently 
chased off the pitch by angry players, attacked by furious 
directors and hounded by the press. has been highlighted 
by the country’s match-fixing scandal. 

The wake of the scandal has brought allegations that 
referees can earn promotion only by bowing to the 
whims of directors. 

One Rio de Janeiro referee, who asked not to be 
named, said: “It’s almost impossible to progress solely 
‘on merit. You have to have the help of a friend in a high 
place. 

“There are lots of referees who spend their time 
crawling to directors of the (Rio de Janeiro) federation. 1 
don’t do this and I have been pushed to the side as a 
result.” 

The referee said the Rio federation had around 300 
referees but only a select few were allowed to take 
control of plum matches such as Flamengo against Vasco 
da Gama, 

“t's always the same ones and it’s very difficult for 
other ones to get a chance,” he said. 

“The trouble is that a lot of referees need the money, 
it is an importent source of income. 1 haven't given up 
because I still have hope that the situation will change. If 
it doesn’t get better in five years, I will stop.” 

He added that in practice club officials had the power 
to veto officials they did not like, which made referees 
wary of sending off players because they feared upsetting 
their club directors. 

Last week referee Edson Costa told Rio police, who 
have launched an official inquiry into the alleged match- 
fixing, of an incident during a match in 1992. 


PELE’S HAT-TRICK 


French-based Ghanaian international Abedi Pele, 
32, has become African Footballer of the Year for the 
third successive time. 

The midfielder, formerly with Olympique Marseille 
and now with Lyon, pipped by two votes Anthony 
Yeboah, of Eintracht Frankfurt, for the award 
organised by the magazine France Football. 

Eight of the top 10 players in the competition play 
in Europe. 


SIMONE’S SLIP 


AC Milan striker Marco Simone will be out of 
action for at least a month after an accident — off the 
field. Simone, who was to have played in Milan’s 
European Super Cup match against Parma, slipped 
and fell while getting out of the bath in his Rescaldina 
home and badly damaged his right shoulder, 

The accident was doubly unfortunate because the 
25-year-old attacker had just come back to full fitness 
after an injury sustained in November while playing 
against Anderlecht in the Champions’ League. 

Simone’s latest misfortune combined with the 
continued absence of Marco van Basten who is also 
injured, means that Milan manager Fabio Capello still 
has only two of his four main strikers available — 
Jean-Pierre Papin and Daniele Massaro. 


INTER FEAR 


Wim Jonk’s damaged knee is taking longer to heal 
than impatient Inter had expected. 

The Dutch mdifietder missed the UEFA Cup 
second-leg win over Norwich but was expected to be 
back in action for the New Year. 

Inter are still awaiting his return — and running 
out of patience. 


Lentini 
faces his 
toughest 

test so far 


TANLUIGI LENTINI is back in 
Ge: The player who joined AC 

Milan in [992 from Torino in a 
staggering $48 million deal has been out of 
action for the last five months after an 
horrific car crash. But now the winger — 
known as Gigi — has awoken from his 
nightmare and is gunning hard for a place 
in Italy's World Cup team. 

Lentini, whose transfer aside from 
marketing deals was in reality worth 
$21m, has just played his first full match 
for Milan since the injury. The winger, his 
confidence back, is now talking 
optimistically of persuading Itatian team 
manager Arrigo Sacchi to give him a place 
in the national squad. 

The match may only have been a 
Christmas friendly at the San Siro between 
Milan and an all-star selection, But it was 
the first time Lentini had stayed on a 
football field for the full 90 minutes since 
his Porsche spun off a road close to Turin 
in August. The accident left the player in a 
coma with 
serious head 
injuries. 

Since then, 
Lentini, 24, has 
become the 
forgotten man 
at a club where 
stars are in 
such plentiful 
supply that 
even the 
absence of the biggest names goes almost 
unnoticed. Once a media favourite because 
of his playboy lifestyle and penchant for 
fast cars and expensive clothes, Lentini 
faded almost completely from the public 
eye during the autumn. When anyone did 
talk about Milan’s injuries, they spoke 
solely of Marco van Basten. 

Nor did the team seem to miss Lentini. 
Despite losing him, the four-time 
European champions have maintained 
their position at the top of Serie A. 
Meanwhile, far from the front pages of the 
papers, Lentini has had to cope with the 
fear that haunts every player affected by 
serious injury — would he be able to re- 
capture his skills? 


"I'm about 
70 per cent 
fit now" 
— Lentini 


After his first game back, Lentini said: 
“I was very nervous, There's always a 
doubt in your mind when you have been 
out so long, but I really expected to feel 
much worse than } did during and after the 
match. As far as I'm concerned, it was a 
successful return. My legs feel alright. I 
reckon I'm about 70 per cent fit now.” 

Lentini certainly couldn’t wish for a 
bigger incentive to recapture the 
combination of pace, strength and touch 
that persuaded Milan president Silvio 
Berlusconi to part with so much money 
that the Pope condemned the transfer as 
an abuse of the dignity of labour. There is 
still a possibility that against all odds, he 
may play in the World Cup finals. 

Italian national team manager Arrigo 
Sacchi is still uncertain about which 
attackers he wants to take to the US in 
June. Roberto Baggio, Roberto Mancini 
and Gigi Casiraghi are certainties to make 
the trip, but one berth remains on offer. 
Sacchi intends to make a final decision in 
April. 

Before his car crash, Lentini had made 
\2 appearances for Italy and was well on 
his way to establishing himself in the team. 
Now his number one aim is to play his way 


NN 
Y 


WORLD NEWS 


Gigi heading for World Cup 


back into the national team manager’s 
plans in time for June. 

“] intend to be at the top of my form by 
the time the World Cup gets under way,” 
said Lentini. “I’ve got up to three months 
to convince the manager that 1 deserve a 
place back in the side, The World Cup is a 
concrete objective, not just a dream.” 

But if Sacchi is to be impressed, Lentini 
needs first-team action quickly. That will 
not be easy at Milan, but first reactions 
have been positive. 

Milan manager Fabio Capello said: 
“Gigi played very well for the first 60 


Back with a mission: Gianluigi Lentini must convince Italy's manager Arrigo Sacchi that he can recover from his horror car accident, 


minutes, although-he tired towards the end. the second half of the season. Marco van 
Of course, he will have to work hard if he Basten is not the only star who has been 
wants to get back to his best, but the signs _out injured.” Teammate Jean-Pierre Papin 
are encouraging. echoed Capello's sentiments. He said: 


"The return of Lentini will 
be Milan's biggest gain of 
the year" — Fabio Capello 


“The return of Gigi Lentini will be “Gigi is a phenomenon. He’s come back 
Milan's biggest gain of the New Year and so quickly and yet he seems to be in 


perfect condition. He will soon be the 
player he was before.” Amid the good 
wishes and New Year optimism, however, 
a sceptical note was struck by Luis Suarez, 
the former Inter manager who watched 
Lentini’s return from the stands. “He’s 
running well enough,” said the Spanish 
coach, “but he didn’t enter into the 
physical side of the game. It’s still early 
days for him.” 

Early. days or not, Lentini will be 
hoping that 1994 will herald a new 
beginning, 
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